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May 2–5, 2017 | Wyndham New Yorker Hotel
Dear Colleague,

Welcome to the 14th Annual Young Child Expo & Conference 2017. Our goal is 
to provide useful information to early childhood professionals to help all young 
children learn, grow, and reach their full potential. We’re especially pleased to 
welcome all of our wonderful speakers and keynoters. Please give a special 
welcome to Mr. Jeison Aristizábal, President & Founder of Asodisvalle, a 
center that provides special education services in Colombia and the 2016 CNN 
Hero of the Year. Enjoy his incredibly moving story of courage, persistence and 
success after overcoming seemingly insurmountable challenges. He offers life 
lessons for us on how to bring out the best in young children.

Don’t miss out on our Early Childhood Networking Reception on Wednesday 
and Dine Arounds on Thursday to meet with colleagues from around the 
world. We wish to thank all of the many contributors that made our 14th Annual 
conference possible including all our speakers, sponsors, exhibitors, advertisers 
and staff. A special thank you to Profectum Foundation for partnering with  
Los Niños Training to offer our Autism Intervention Summit Day with  
national leaders. 

This year over 1,000 attendees are coming from 48 states, a dozen countries 
and from all kinds of programs, disciplines, and interest areas. Meet your 
colleagues who include teachers, professors, administrators, ABA providers, 
speech pathologists, occupational therapists, physical therapists, physicians, 
psychologists and social workers. They work in early intervention programs, 
preschools, special education programs, head starts, elementary schools, 
children’s museums, universities, clinics and other programs. 

Announcing our NEW Young Child Expo & Conference Los Angeles January 
17–19, 2018. Check out our website and follow us on social media for updates 
about the program, keynotes, and off site cultural activities in LA—many just 
within a few blocks of the conference hotel—OMNI-LA. The Omni is located in 
downtown LA which has had a huge rebirth. The hotel is within blocks of the 
world-famous Walt Disney Concert Hall, Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA), 
Broad Museum, LA Live, Chinatown, Little Tokyo, Koreatown, Central Market, 
walking tours, and much, much more. 

Please use our new CONFERENCE APP to provide immediate feedback on 
conference sessions and to win a chance at a raffle prize sponsored by Becker 
School Supplies. Please do not hesitate to provide our staff with compliments  
or suggestions at any time. 

Enjoy the conference,

SCOTT MESH, PhD ZSUZSA KIRALY, PhD NANCY EVANGELISTA, MSW
Conference Co-Director  Conference Co-Director  Conference Coordinator



COFFEE/SNACK
SPONSOR

Serving 
New York City and 
Westchester County;
Centers in Great Kills  
Staten Island & 
Valhalla, Westchester

We are hiring! To apply online  
and learn more go to:  
www.losninos.com
or call 212-787-9700
Corporate Offices: 
535 8th Avenue 
New York, NY 10018

JOIN OUR TEAM
Los Niños Services is an award winning company providing 
multilingual evaluations and intervention services for young 
children (under 6) with developmental disabilities and 
their families. We specialize in homecare and community 
services and center-based programs in New York City, 
Great Kills, Staten Island, and Westchester. Our licensed 
and certified therapists provide services in homes, day care, 
preschool, other community settings and our own agency. 
Our mission is to be “of great service to others.” We aim to 
make a difference in the lives of young children and families, 
helping them learn and grow to reach their full potential. 
Our therapists speak many languages including Spanish, 
Russian, Ukrainian, Portuguese, French, Hebrew, Mandarin, 
Cantonese, Hindi, and we serve all communities. 

Therapeutic Services

 Evaluation & Diagnostic Services

 Special Education & Speech Therapy

 Physical & Occupational Therapy

 ABA & Psychological Services

 Social Work & Case Management

Consultation & Training Services

 Mental Health Consultation to Head Start  
& Day Care Programs

 Professional Development Workshops

 Young Child Expo & Conference

We support the professional and career development of our team members, helping 

them to learn and grow. Our core values are quality, teamwork, respect and continual 

self-improvement. We seek new team members who share our values. Join our team, 

learn and grow professionally, and make a difference.

VISIT US AT
BOOTH 41
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WYNDHAM NEW YORKER HOTEL
YOUNG CHILD EXPO & CONFERENCE — FLOOR PLANS

2ND FLOOR

3RD FLOOR

Upper Part  
of Main Lobby

CRYSTAL BALLROOM

GRAND BALLROOM

KIPS 
BAY 
SUITE

HERALD
SQUARE
SUITE 

GRAMERCY
PARK
SUITE

SUTTON PLACE SUITE

Please note: To get to the men’s bathroom, Go to the 
escalator that is next to the Wyndham New Yorker 
Hotel’s check-in desk on the first floor. Take the escalator 
down one flight, the men’s bathroom is right there.

Wheelchair 

accessible 

access to Sutton 

Place Suite or 

3rd floor

Wheelchair accessible 

access to Sutton Place 

Suite or 3rd floor

Stairs 3rd floor

* This floor plan is  
not drawn to scale. 

WIFI Password YCE 2017
network: youngchildexpo
password: youngchildexpo

Powerpoint Presentation/Handouts
go to: https://tinyurl.com/mqxx9ou

enter the password: 2017nyc

YCE 2017 App
go to: See ad on page 5

password: 2017nyc



5 WWW.YOUNGCHILDEXPO.COM

EARLY CHILDHOOD

NETWORKING 
RECEPTION

at Fairfield Inn & Suites  
by Marriott, Times Square

330 W. 40th Street

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 2017
5:00–7:00pm

For registration and further details 
visit www.youngchildexpo.com

Sponsored by

Join us for a special reception at Sky Room at Fairfield 
Inn & Suites by Marriott, Times Square. It’s one of 

the city’s highest rooftop bar & skyline lounge with 
360 degree views. Enjoy drinks and hors d’oeurves 
with early childhood professionals from around the 
world. Simply bring your conference badge as your 

admission. Come celebrate with us.

 $45 PER ATTENDEE

YOUNG CHILD EXPO & CONFERENCE  
MOBILE & TABLET APP!

You will get up to the minute information such as the latest agenda, updates from the conference 
team, attendee-to-attendee messaging, speaker info, maps, exhibitor and sponsor details, CEU 

information, surveys, photos, and much more.

UPFRONT PASSWORD PROTECTED
The app is password protected. Once you have accessed the app, you will be 
sent an email with a password for you to use during the conference. Please 
use the email that you used to register for the conference.

SECURITY-PRIVACY NOTES
Please note that your name, organization, and job title will appear on the 
attendee list in the app. No contact information will be displayed. Solely to 
enable your use of the app, your email address will be stored securely on 
our app partner’s server. Questions about information contained in the app, 
including attendee information, opting out, and the conference planner’s 
privacy policy, can be sent to the conference organizers.

To get the Young Child Expo & Conference mobile/tablet app:
• iPhone and iPad users—search “Young Child Expo & Conference”  

on the Apple App Store.
• Android users—search “Young Child Expo & Conference” on the Google Play Store.
• Blackberry, Windows, laptop users—go to: https://youngchildexpo.gatherdigital.com/

Note: To access this password-protected app, enter the email address you used  
to register for the Young Child Expo & Conference. You will be sent an email  

with a password for you to use during the conference.

YCE 2017 App
password: 2017nyc



JOIN YOUR COLLEAGUES TO 

DINE AROUND NYC! 
THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2017 FROM 5PM – 7:30PM.

A local volunteer tour guide from Los Niños Services will be guiding 
groups for dinner to restaurant hot spots around NYC on Thursday, May 4, 2017 

from 5pm–7:30pm. These restaurants attract locals and tourists alike.

For those that are not familiar with NYC, this is a great way to experience 
the city while not worrying about getting lost! You will have the chance 
to network with the conference director, Scott Mesh and fellow 
attendees from around the world.

Simply sign up for a dinner group and our local volunteers will take 
you to the local restaurant. Diners will walk, or take a cab or subway 
to the venue. Attendees are responsible for the cost of their meals 

therefore we recommend that they bring cash. Note that attendees are 
also responsible for their travel costs.

TO SIGN UP: Register at TINYURL.COM/LFLTLS8 (no payment is required) 

Meet your group in the Wyndham New Yorker Hotel lobby at 4:45pm on  
Thursday, May 4th, 2017 and present your group reservation to your tour guide.  

You may only choose ONE restaurant option. Space is extremely limited so be sure to 
reserve your spot! Don’t miss out on this great opportunity to hang with  

your international colleagues! The restaurant options are below! 

The restaurant options are as follows:

CARMINE’S (Italian)  
carminesnyc.com 

SMASH BURGER (Burger/American)  
tinyurl.com/hfco3sa

PIO PIO (Peruvian Restaurant)  
tinyurl.com/jgww7q9

JUNIOR’S RESTAURANT TIMES SQUARE (American)  
tinyurl.com/hrbofc3 

GAONNURI (Korean BBQ)  
gaonnurinyc.com

If you any questions or additional concerns, feel free to contact  
our conference team at at (212) 787-9700 ext. 336. You may also  
contact them via email at expo@losninos.com.

CARMINE’S

PIO PIOJUNIORS

GAONNURI

SMASH BURGER
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We are very proud to welcome the Sprout Film Festival to our 

conference. Selected short films will run from 12:00pm to 12:40pm 

each day of the conference (Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, & 

Friday) in the Crystal Ballroom. These inspirational and educational 

films will delight you with their look into the world of special 

needs. Award winning filmmakers document the challenges and 

families as they negotiate their world. Preview these films for 

your own enjoyment, education and for possible inclusion in your 

educational programming work at your own institution.

TUESDAY, MAY 2, 2017
• Spectrum: Autism Animated  

(the voice of Dr. Temple Grandin)
• Chimes for Tyler
• Discovering the Truth
• Autism: A Somali American Story

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 2017
• Spectrum: Autism Animated  

(the voice of Dr. Temple Grandin)
• Chimes for Tyler
• Discovering the Truth
• Autism: A Somali American Story

THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2017
• Coaching Colburn
• Fixing Luka
• A Life with Aspergers

FRIDAY, MAY 5, 2017
• Can I Call You?
• Get That Gold
• Laser Beak Man
• To My Future Child

SPROUT FILM FESTIVAL FILM TITLES:

gosprout.org

Sprout
Film Festival

GRIEVANCE POLICY
Los Niños Training, LLC will comply with all legal and ethical responsibilities to be non-discriminatory in promotional activities, program content 
and in the treatment of program participants. The monitoring and assessment of compliance with these standards will be the responsibility of the 
Conference Co-Directors, the Conference Coordinator, and the Continuing Education Chair. All grievances must be submitted in writing (via e-mail 
or mail) to the conference office within 30 days of the end of the conference. Any supporting documents must be included with the submitted 
complaint. For all grievances, contact information (name, phone number, and email) must be provided in the case that the conference team may 
need clarification. Submit any complaints via email at expo@losninos.com or in writing to Los Niños Training LLC, 535 8th Avenue, 2nd Floor, New 
York, NY 10018. If you have any additional questions or concerns, contact Nancy Evangelista at (212) 787-9700 ext. 333 or at expo@losninos.com.

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS OR REQUESTS 
Individuals with disabilities in need of special accommodations should contact the Conference Coordinator, Nancy Evangelista at (212) 787-9700 
ext. 333 to make a request. The conference coordinator will work directly with the venue, the Wyndham New Yorker Hotel, to provide the necessary 
accommodations. Requests for special accommodations must be made at least a month prior to the conference (by Monday, April 3, 2017). 
Once accommodations are found, the conference coordinator will confirm need for accommodations. Once the individual confirms, the special 
accommodations will be secured. If the individual finds that he or she is no longer in need of the accommodations, he or she must contact the 
conference coordinator by Monday, April 3, 2017.

ABOUT THE PRESENTER

Los Niños Services’ mission is “to be of great service to others.” Over 1000 families a year receive services from 

Los Niños Services for their young children with special needs in New York City and Westchester County. The Early 

Intervention Program is funded and regulated by the New York State Department of Health and, in New York City, by 

the New York City Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation, and Alcoholism Services, and in Westchester 

County, by the Westchester County Department of Health.
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Check www.youngchildexpo.com for additional CEUs.

Los Niños Training is a BACB approved continuing education provider. 

BACB Approval Period: 10/31/16 – 10/31/17

Disclosure statements for presenters of courses providing ASHA CEUs and a list of organizations providing financial 
and/or in-kind support at http://youngchildexpo.com/nyc-conference/continuing-education-credits-nyc/

Los Niños Training, LLC (Sponsor #3394) is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s Office of 
Teaching Initiatives as an approved sponsor of CTLE for Professional Classroom Teachers, School Leaders and 
Level III Teaching Assistants. NYSED CTLE Approval Period:  03/29/2017-03/29/2022

Continuing Education: These course are offered up to 

1.6 ASHA CEUs (Intemediate level, Professional area.)

Association of Social Work Boards Approved Continuing Education (ASWB ACE)
This organization (Los Ninos Training, LLC and ACE Approval #1366) is approved as a 
provider for social work continuing education by the Association of Social Work Boards 
(ASWB) www.aswb.org through the Approved Continuing Education (ACE) Program. Los 
Ninos Training, LLC maintains responsibility for the program. Social workers should contact 
their regulatory board to determine course approval for continuing education credits.
ASWB Approval Period: 3/30/16 – 3/30/19. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS (CEUs)

New York State Education Department’s State Board for Social Work (NYSED Board of SW)
Los Ninos Training, LLC is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Social Work as an 
approved provider of continuing education for licensed social workers #SW-0365. 
NYSED Board of SW Approval Period: 6/6/16 – 8/31/19

New York State Board for Physical Therapy Continuing Competency Hours
The New York State Education Department, Office of the Professions, approved Los Niños Training, LLC as a sponsor 
of continuing education for physical therapists and physical therapist assistants. Please note that only those continuing 
education activities that take place on or after July 6, 2015 may be used by New York State licensed physical therapists and 
physical therapist assistants to meet the requirements for re-registration of their licenses. 
PT Approval Period: 7/6/15 – 7/5/18.

New York State Board for Occupational Therapy Continuing Competency Hours
Los Niños Training is an approved Continuing Education Provider by the New York State Board for Occupational Therapy. 
Los Niños Training, LLC maintains responsibility for the program. Occupational therapist professionals should contact their 
regulatory board to confirm course approval for continuing education credits.
NYSED Approval Period: April 1, 2015-March 31, 2018.

Los Niños’s Training is a NASP approved continuing education provider. 

NASP Approval Period: 1/21/15 – 4/17

Contact Los Niños Training, LLC with any questions or concerns  
at 212-787-9700 ext. 333 or via email at expo@losninos.com. 
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May 2, 2017  TUESDAY

May 2, 2017  TUESDAY

THE NEURONET LEARNING PROGRAM: The Neuroscience Behind Movement-Based Learning
Nancy Rowe, MS, Audiologist, NeuroNet Learning, FL
During a child’s formative years, the strongest emphasis should be placed on activities that promote both cognitive and 
motor development. This presentation will provide an overview of the neuroscience behind movement-based learning and 
the neurological process that takes place in the brain as children develop fluency in basic academic skills. Participants will 
receive access to 2 software programs — PreK and Program Level 0—in addition to iPad assessments. These programs 
contain 160 days of unique movement-based learning activities that can be used to develop motor and cognitive skills as  
well as fluency in early literacy, math, and handwriting skills.

• 3.0 NASP CPD credits offered. 3.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered.  
• Earn 3 CTLE hours upon completing this session.

TRANSFORMING THE THIRD TEACHER: High Quality Classrooms from the Inside Out
Michael William Figueroa, MS, Early Learning Coach, Seattle Department of Education and Early Learning (DEEL)— 
Quality Practice Professional Development (QPPD) Unit, WA; Miriam Zmiewski-Angelova, MPH, Early Learning Coach, 
Seattle Department of Education and Early Learning (DEEL)—Quality Practice Professional Development (QPPD) Unit, WA
A high quality and culturally responsive Early Learning environment is the third teacher. A well-organized learning environment 
with balanced stimulation has the potential to establish good active learning practices and mitigate commonly mislabeled 
behavioral concerns in children. By allowing children to see clearly defined interest areas for various types of play, explore 
open-ended materials intentionally derived from their interests and reflections of their culture, language and family throughout 
the classroom, the learning evolves organically and children’s imaginations blossom. In the spirit of active learning principles, 
we will use a combination of dialogue, alignment with common assessment tools (ECERS, PQA), small group collaboration, 
and real-application to your classroom to help you transform or simply enhance your classroom environment.

• Earn 3 CTLE hours upon completing this session.

9:00–12:00
PRE-CONFERENCE 

HALF-DAY  
WORKSHOP

1:00–4:00
PRE-CONFERENCE 

HALF-DAY  
WORKSHOP

KIPS BAY 
(3RD FLOOR)

KIPS BAY  
(3RD FLOOR)

 AUTISM INTERVENTION SUMMIT DAY
presented by Profectum Foundation & Los Niños Training

CHOOSING THE RIGHT INTERVENTION AT EACH STAGE OF DEVELOPMENT:  
If, When and How to Integrate Approaches to Meet the Individual Needs of Each Child
Michelle Attardi, MA, CCC-SLP, SLP Team Leader, Celebrate the Children , NJ; Lauren Blaszak, Executive Director, 
Celebrate the Children, NJ; Lisa Bruno, OTD, OTR, Related Services Coordinator, Celebrate the Children , NJ;  
Danielle Dieckmann, PT, DPT, PT Team Leader, Celebrate the Children , NJ; Melissa Donofrio, MA, BCBA, Board  
Certified Behavior Analyst, Celebrate the Children, NJ; Monica G. Osgood, Executive Director, Profectum, NJ;  
Serena Wieder, PhD, Clinical Director, Profectum, NJ

1st Hour (8:30am–9:30am)
The Autism Intervention Summit Plenary Session will present a case study illustrating the developmental progress 
of a young child with ASD over three years. An interdisciplinary school-based team will share their journey as they 
demonstrate the efficacy of using a comprehensive developmental approach to understand the child’s unique profile 
and collectively pinpoint areas of weakness and gaps in functioning in order to strengthen and support the child’s growth 
and progress. Video clips will show the progression from a child who initially appeared very self-absorbed, stressed, and 
non-communicative with few functional skills, to a child who is completely engaged and reciprocal, verbal, and starting to 
play with peers and learn academically, as well as making great strides in self-help and independence! Within the course 
of the child’s intervention and developmental progress, the team recognized the benefits of integrating principles of Verbal 
Mapping and RDI, when appropriate, to further support developmental work targeting communication and life skills. 

2nd Hour (9:30am–10:30am)
Panel Discussion of the Plenary Case — an esteemed panel of autism professionals will discuss the case presentation 
from the perspective of different developmental, behavioral and other interventions, including DIR, RDI and ABA. Each will 
share the assumptions, principles and interventions they recommend to advance development in young children on the 
autism spectrum and describe the criteria they use to choose and integrate approaches, set priorities, assess progress, 
and address the individual challenges of children and families with different profiles. Intervention is always a moving target 
where no one size fits all and the team and panel will share their understanding of how intervention advances development 
to optimize each child’s potential and highlight current research. Participants will have the opportunity for Q & A.

• This course is offered for up to .2 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). • This BEGINNER level session is offered  
for 2.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW CPE 2.0 contact hour.  

• Earn 2.0 BACB TYPE II CEUs upon completing this activity. • This presentation is offered for NYSED-PT 2.0 Contact Hours.  
• 2.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • 2.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. 

• Earn 2 CTLE hours upon completing this session.

8:30–10:30
PLENARY

CRYSTAL BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)
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Coffee & Afternoon Snack will be served. Meals are available for purchase in the hotel and at many restaurants nearby.

LEARNING LANGUAGE: Using Developmental Models to Choose Speech, Language,  
and Communication Goals
Sima Gerber, PhD, Professor of Speech-Language Pathology in the Department of Linguistics and Communication 
Disorders, Queens College, NY
The question of how best to determine intervention goals for children who are challenged in the development of speech, 
language, and communication is universally addressed by educators, clinicians, and parents. Developmental language models 
provide clear guidelines for how to choose both the goals and strategies for facilitating language acquisition, promoting 
language use in social interactions, and supporting learning in the classroom. In this presentation, a developmental language 
paradigm will be presented along with case studies of children at various language levels (e.g., non-verbal, emerging language, 
advanced syntax and semantics with challenges in pragmatics) to illustrate the assessment to intervention process. Frequently-
asked questions such as how to support bilingual parents’ interactions with their children will be addressed.

• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area).  
• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

10:45–11:45
PRESENTATION

HERALD SQUARE  
(3RD FLOOR)

CRYSTAL BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

GRAMERCY PARK  
(3RD FLOOR)

SUTTON PLACE  
(3RD FLOOR)

11:45 to 1:00 — LUNCH, VISIT EXHIBITORS and SPROUT FILM FESTIVAL

THE ASD NEST MODEL: An Integrated, Comprehensive Approach for Grade-Level School-Age Students 
Needing Support in Language/Social Development
Dorothy Siegel, MPA, Co-Director of the NYU ASD Nest Support Project, New York University, NY;  
Lauren Hough Williams, MSEd, Co-Director of the NYU ASD Nest Support Project, NYU Steinhardt, NY
The ASD Nest Program is the New York City Department of Education’s Integrated Co-Teaching program for higher 
functioning school-age (ages 5–18) children with ASDs. Nestled within supportive neighborhood schools, the ASD Nest 
Program helps children with ASD learn how to function well academically, behaviorally and socially in school and in their 
community. The program, which provides a therapeutic environment and supports within a grade-appropriate academic 
setting, costs less than other inclusive settings because of its programmatic approach to meeting individual children’s 
needs through specialized curricula, pre- and in-service training, a collaborative transdisciplinary approach and on-site 
support. This presentation will describe the main features of the ASD Nest Program and how it can be replicated in good 
neighborhood public schools/districts everywhere.
• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). • This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered 

for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour.  
• 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. 

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

10:45–11:45
PRESENTATION

STRESS AND THE ENVIRONMENT
Theresa Hamlin, EdD, Associate Executive Director, The Center for Discovery, NY
Children with autism and other complex disabilities often experience very high stress levels in learning and social 
environments, which can exacerbate problem behaviors and damage their physical and emotional health. Stressed brains 
can’t learn and the developing brain of a young child is exceptionally affected by stress. The good news is that there are 
things that you can do to reduce the burden of stress and increase functioning for children with autism. In this presentation, 
Dr. Hamlin will explore the research on stress, and discuss the problems that can arise out of chronic stress that affect health 
and behavior in children with autism. She will present a common sense approach with strategies for regulating a child’s 
environment, interactions, and experiences as a way to reduce problem behaviors and increase functioning. 

• This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.  
• This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered.  

• 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

10:45–11:45
PRESENTATION

EARLY START DENVER MODEL: A Naturalistic Behavioral Developmental Intervention  
and Its Community Application
Jamie Winter, PhD, BCBA-D, Assistant Professor of Psychology in Clinical Psychiatry, Weill Cornell Medical College, NY
This presentation will describe the Early Start Denver Model (ESDM), a naturalistic developmental behavioral intervention 
(NDBI) for toddlers and preschoolers with autism spectrum disorder. ESDM combines the principles of applied behavior 
analysis with a relationship-based approach that is developmentally appropriate for young children with ASD. The Center 
for Autism and the Developing Brain (CADB) at NewYork-Presbyterian/Cornell uses this model of intervention within the 
framework of the New York State Early Intervention system. The approach combines a toddler classroom, parent coaching, 
speech, and occupational therapy, as well as support and education for parents.
• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). • This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered 

for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour.  
• Earn 1.0 BACB TYPE II CEUs upon completing this activity. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered.  

• 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

10:45–11:45
PRESENTATION



VISIT US AT
BOOTH 29
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TUESDAY  May 2, 2017

UNDERSTANDING SENSORY PROCESSING DISORDER SUBTYPES as a Guide to Relationship-Based Intervention
Michele Parkins, MS, OT, Occupational Therapist, STAR Institute, NJ 
This presentation will discuss the subtypes of Sensory Processing Disorder and how you can tailor your  
interactions based on sensory processing differences to facilitate engagement. Assessment 
strategies for sensory modulation and discrimination as well as posture and praxis challenges will be 
provided. Both sensory and relationship-based principles will be discussed based on each sensory-
motor individual difference. Case examples in children 4–9 years old will help illustrate the concepts 
presented. Participants will leave with strategies to immediately put in place in practice.

• This presentation is offered for NYSED-PT 1.0 Contact Hours. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered.  
• 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

1:00–2:00
PRESENTATION

HERALD SQUARE  
(3RD FLOOR)

CRYSTAL BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

GRAMERCY PARK  
(3RD FLOOR)

SUTTON PLACE  
(3RD FLOOR)

CRYSTAL BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

VERBAL BEHAVIOR AND COMMUNICATION: ABA Approaches
Marilena Drakopoulou, MSED, Director of ABA Services, Los Niños Services, NY
This presentation will provide a brief overview of Applied Behavior Analysis with an emphasis on Verbal Behavior.  
We will discuss a traditional ABA program and how it differs and relates to a Verbal Behavior model in teaching 
language. We will review the parts of language and objectives as broken down by Skinner and how it pertains to 
teaching young children with spectrum disorders. We will have an opportunity to watch videos which will give you 
a clear insight into the verbal operant, Discrete Trial Teaching, Natural Environment Teaching and using the child’s 
motivation which will allow us to acquire a complete language repertoire (Sundberg & Michael, 2001). 
• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). • This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered 

for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW CPE  
• 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

2:15–3:15
PRESENTATION

WHAT TO LOOK FOR, AND STAYING ON TRACK OF DEVELOPMENTAL PROGRESS: The DIR-Floortime 
Model (Developmental, Individual Difference, Relationship Based Intervention)
Christie Virtue, PhD, Senior Faculty, Profectum, NY 
Development is often thought of in silos, e.g., speech, motor, social, etc. The DIR Model integrates these silos into a new 
paradigm that function together to develop the six capacities that form the foundation for lifelong learning and relating. “D” 
represents capacities for shared attention and regulation, relationships that support the full range of emotions, two way 
communication, social problem solving, creating ideas in symbolic play, and building bridges between ideas leading to 
abstract thinking. These are achieved through tailoring the caregiver—child interactions to the child’s unique emotional 
and sensory-motor experiences to help the child develop initiative, intentionality, friendships, and learning. Videotapes will 
illustrate these capacities and provide the affective strategies to sustain interactions to learn in meaningful ways.
• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). • This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered 

for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour.  
• This presentation is offered for NYSED-PT 1.0 Contact Hours. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered.  

• 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

1:00–2:00
PRESENTATION

JASPER (Joint Attention, Symbolic Play, Engagement, Regulation) in an Early Intervention Setting with 
Children with Autism
Suzanne Bracaglia, MSE, JASPER Consultant/Supervisor of Groups, New York Center for Infants and Toddlers, NY;  
Maria Kodjoe, MSEd, Vice President, Behavioral Services, New York Center for Infants and Toddlers, NY
JASPER (Joint Attention, Symbolic Play, Engagement, and Regulation) is a treatment approach based on a combination of 
developmental and behavioral principles developed by Dr. Connie Kasari. It targets the foundations of social communication 
and uses naturalistic strategies to increase the rate and complexity of social communication. JASPER addresses core 
impairments in children with autism spectrum disorders and is aimed at improving children’s relations with objects and 
relations with people. JASPER is based on 15 years of research, including randomized controlled trials on children aged 12 
months through 8 years of age. In 2013–2014, JASPER was implemented into New York Center for Infants and Toddlers’ Early 
Intervention center based program. Children receiving JASPER demonstrated significant gains in core challenges including 
joint engagement, social communication, and play skills.
• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). • This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered 

for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour.  
• 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered.  

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

1:00–2:00
PRESENTATION

UNDERSTANDING THE MEANINGS OF BEHAVIOR and Using Behavioral, Relationship and Developmental 
Strategies to Support Behavioral Regulation
Monica G. Osgood, Executive Director, Profectum, NJ 
The focus of this presentation is on the co-morbid issues that many children with developmental challenges face such as 
anxiety, depression, communication deficits, medical complications, trauma and more. For many of these children, the lack 
of insight into (and tolerance for) individual differences and make-up often mask what the child is communicating through 
his or her actions. As a result, communication is often misinterpreted as “behavior.” The strategies of DIR, ABA and RDI will 
be discussed and video examples will illustrate how to tailor behavior plans based on the individual and the diverse needs of 
students. Testimonies from students allow participants to hear perspectives from inside the world of autism. 

• This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered.  
• 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

1:00–2:00
PRESENTATION
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THE VITAL IMPORTANCE OF SYMBOLIC PLAY in Intervention to Advance Development and Mental Health
Gilbert Foley, EdD, Consulting Clinical Director, NY Center for Child Development, NY;  
Serena Wieder, PhD, Clinical Director, Profectum, NJ 
Climb the symbolic ladder with us from functional to imaginative play to understand its vital importance in developing 
emotional development, theory-of-mind, reasoning, empathy and self-regulation. Early symbolic play represents real 
life experiences and problem solving (e.g., doctor, chef, storekeeper, driver). Later, imaginative play captures complex 
emotions such as jealousy, rivalry, fear, aggression, and justice. Symbolic function is crucial for emotional regulation and the 
mastery of anxiety that accompanies this expanding emotional range. Anxiety and behavioral challenges often reflect poor 
symbolization and reality testing, making symbolic play an essential intervention in autism. Learn how symbols develop, how 
parents/teachers can promote symbolic thinking through affect based interaction and co-regulation, how play strengthens 
language and sensory-motor processing and develops initiative, intentionality, social thinking and mental health.
• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). • This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered 

for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. •1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW 
CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

2:15–3:15
PRESENTATION

HERALD SQUARE  
(3RD FLOOR)

GRAMERCY PARK  
(3RD FLOOR)

SUTTON PLACE  
(3RD FLOOR)

HERALD SQUARE  
(3RD FLOOR)

GRAMERCY PARK  
(3RD FLOOR)

FOSTERING INDEPENDENCE — Get Executive Functions and Problem Solving Going From the Start!
Karen McDowell, Program Coordinator, Celebrate the Children, NJ;  
Michelle Rehse, MA, Early Elementary Teacher, Celebrate the Children, NJ
This presentation will focus on assessment and intervention of the Executive Functioning capacities of young children 
in educational settings. These include capacities to plan ahead, initiate tasks, hold onto information, think flexibly, follow 
directions, sequence ideas and movement, control impulses and self-regulation. All children have the potential for Executive 
Functions when supported by designed environments, relationships, and experiences. Video examples will illustrate skill 
building strategies and methods to develop growth-promoting environments, set up daily activities with opportunities for 
practice, and how to model and build these capacities necessary for independence.

• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered.  
• 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

3:30–4:30
PRESENTATION

TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES TO SUPPORT COMMUNICATION: iPads, Smartboards and Other Devices
Elisa Chrem, MS, CCC-SLP, MEd, Adjunct Professor, Imagine Academy for Autism, NY; Michele Havens, EdD, DIR 
Consultant, Imagine Academy, NJ; Janet London, MS, CCC-SLP, Speech Pathologist, Imagine Academy for Autism, NY
The presentation will encompass a brief background of the technology available with an emphasis on communication apps 
for iPads and iPhones. Secondly, the importance of using developmental principles to choose the appropriate programs and 
applications to support learning. The majority of the presentation will focus on how to use the therapeutic relationship with 
technology and focus on engagement and circles of communication. Technology often places a barrier between the listener 
and speaker in terms of fluency and the natural flow of communication. Specific techniques will be highlighted to illustrate 
how to insert yourself into the child’s world rather than them engaging in solitary play.

• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area).  
• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

3:30–4:30
PRESENTATION

PUTTING FAMILIES FIRST: Family Centered Treatment Model in Reflective Practice 
Ruby Salazar, ACSW, BCD, Founder & Director, Pennsylvania Lifespan Services at Salazar Associates, PA
We will define the Family Centered Treatment Model which includes defining a family by their specific culture (history and 
dreams), dynamic aspects of daily life such as routines and occupations, rituals, and activities which make meaning for 
individuals being together in the family and thus being an impacting group. Further, we will explore relationships including 
attunement, building bonds, lifestyle and resource allocations. Both preemptive building of a healthy family and challenges 
when there is concern about a young child or other family member will be discussed. Emphasis on parent-professional 
partnerships will be made so that both can articulate appropriate expectations.

This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered.  
• 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

2:15–3:15
PRESENTATION

INTEGRATING OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY, PHYSICAL THERAPY AND SPEECH in the Classroom or Clinic
Michelle Attardi, MA, CCC-SLP, SLP Team Leader, Celebrate the Children , NJ; Lisa Bruno, OTD, OTR, Related Services 
Coordinator, Celebrate the Children , NJ; Danielle Dieckmann, PT, DPT, PT Team Leader, Celebrate the Children , NJ;  
Liza Marshall Kali, MSHS, OTR, Occupational Therapist, Celebrate the Children, NJ
This presentation will show the importance of the integrated model to support each child’s ability to reach their maximum 
potential. Occupational therapy integration into the classroom strengthens visual spatial, fine motor, handwriting, and 
executive functioning skills for curricular and daily living objectives. Physical therapy integrates into the classroom to support 
whole body awareness and its importance for the foundation to academic and movement demands in the school and 
community environments. Language therapy is integrated into the classroom by supporting visual representation necessary 
for comprehension and formulation, and by strengthening executive functioning skills. Language expression is supported 
with technology to support differentiated learning and expressive capacities. Video examples of activities and interventions in 
the classroom will be utilized.

• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). • This presentation is offered for NYSED-PT 
1.0 Contact Hours. • 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

2:15–3:15
PRESENTATION
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Ways of Seeing: Supporting Early Attachment and Development in ASD using  
Creative Dance/Movement Psychotherapy
Suzi Tortora, EdD, Board Certified Dance/Movement Therapist, Dancing Dialogue, NY 
Dance movement psychotherapy is a New York State licensed form of treatment within Creative Arts Therapy (LCAT). An 
experiential form of psychotherapy, it utilizes nonverbal movement observation, creative arts and multi-sensory techniques 
for assessment, intervention and educational programming. Ways of Seeing, the program discussed in this lecture, is based 
on supporting the primary attachment relationship. Using dance/movement, music, play and body awareness activities 
as key communicative tools, children learn to express themselves while simultaneously gaining skills in communication, 
self-regulation and social interaction. The development of intersubjectivity is supported as children read and respond to 
nonverbal expressions, thoughts and feelings of others through dancing dialogues. At the core of this program is the belief 
that all nonverbal actions have the potential to be communications.

• This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.  
• This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered.  

• 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

3:30–4:30
PRESENTATION

CRYSTAL BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

SUTTON PLACE  
(3RD FLOOR)

IMPLEMENTING RELATIONSHIP BASED INTERVENTIONS in Preschool and Elementary School 
Classrooms that Meet State Standards
Lynn Abelson, MS, CCC-SLP, OTR/L, Speech Language Pathologist, The Phoenix Center, NJ; Kristin Cody, Teacher 
of Students with Disabilities, The Phoenix Center, NJ; Heni Mozes, MS, Supervisor of the Lakewood Public Preschool 
Programs, Lakewood Public School District, NJ; Susan Smith-Foley, MPA, OTR, Occupational Therapist, Lakewood Public 
School District, NJ; Devorie Stareshefsky, MS, Supervisor of Special Education, Lakewood Public School District, NJ
The Developmental Individual Difference Relationship-based (DIR) School Model offers a multi-disciplinary approach to 
education. It proceeds from the central principle that relationships are the foundation of learning. Academics in the DIR 
classroom address the student’s core developmental and learning challenges. For students working at the beginning 
levels, this includes a focus on self regulation, communication, and remaining in interactions for longer periods of time. For 
children who are symbolic, classroom curriculum focuses on perspective taking, empathy, and multi-causal reasoning. This 
presentation will highlight how the DIR Model is implemented in private and public school settings. Key ingredients such as 
staff training, administrative support, and parent involvement will be addressed. Data collection procedures will be shared 
with emphasis on developmental progression and Common Core Standards.
• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). • This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered 

for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour.  
• 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered.  

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

3:15–4:30
PRESENTATION

VISIT US AT
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8:30–9:20
KEYNOTE

THE FREAK FACTOR: Discovering Uniqueness by Flaunting Weakness
David Rendall, DM, Founder, The Freak Factory, NC
What’s your problem? I’m serious. What do you wish you could change about yourself? What is the complaint that you hear the 
most from those closest to you, your friends, co-workers, and family members? Are you too loud or too quiet, too hyperactive 
or too sedentary, too organized or too messy? You get the idea. So, what should you do? Most people think that they should 
find and fix their weaknesses. Unfortunately, this just leads to frustration and failure. Your weaknesses are actually the best 
clue to your strengths. Furthermore, building your strengths, not fixing your weaknesses, is your best strategy for success. This 
presentation will encourage you to become more of who you are, not to turn you into someone else. It’s about becoming more 
different and more unique, not more average and more mediocre. You will learn how to: Discover your distinctive strengths  
and weaknesses; Frame your unique characteristics in a positive way; Find situations that highlight your positive qualities;  
Find situations that highlight your positive qualities; Maximize your self-control; Implement permanent procrastination.

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

7:30–8:15
CRYSTAL BALLROOM 

GRAND BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

YOGA CLASS for Attendees 
Zsuzsanna Kiraly, PhD, RYT-500, Hagin School Consultation Centers, Fordham University, NY

GRAND BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

CRYSTAL BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

SUTTON PLACE  
(3RD FLOOR)

GRAMERCY PARK 
(3RD FLOOR)

NATURE AND THE CITY: How to Incorporate Nature Play in an Urban Classroom
Veronica Barnes, MS, Conservation Educator, Wildlife Conservation Society-Bronx Zoo, NY
Time in nature has been shown to be essential in the healthy cognitive, social, and emotional development of children. 
However, growing up in an urban setting can make regular contact with nature challenging. This interactive presentation 
will provide practical ways to incorporate nature play into the daily lives of urban students. Participants will be provided with 
examples of hands-on activities that can bring the benefits of nature play indoors and develop students’ math, science, and 
language arts skills. 

• 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

9:30–10:30
PRESENTATION

NEIGHBORHOOD MUSIC VISITS: The Legacy of Fred Rogers, “Facilitators” and “Performers” Introducing 
Music in PreK-1st Grade Classrooms
Kathleen Beining, DEd, Director of PreK4-Middle Grade Education, Saint Vincent College, PA
Emulating Fred Rogers, from the award winning, Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood, introducing music to children. Fred often 
visited with musicians and carefully noticed their efforts and their love of music. Guided by his simple language, calm 
demeanor, and genuine interest, learn to share a similar message with children. As Fred explains, “Where would any of us be 
without teachers – without people who have passion for their art or their science or their craft and love it right in front of us?” 
Discovery experiences encouraging positive self-expression, resilience, and passion. Discover how you too can incorporate 
this type of experience in your classroom. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

9:30–10:30
PRESENTATION

UNDERSTANDING HOW IMMATURE REFLEX DEVELOPMENT AFFECTS  
OUR CHILDREN’S FUNCTIONAL OUTCOMES
Fraida Flaishman, MA, OTR, Therapy Supervisor, Smartbaby Inc., NY
Viewing children through a lens in which underlying foundational weaknesses are identified help professionals pinpoint the 
source of their delays. At the very bottom of the foundational hierarchy is reflex development. As a baby’s brain matures, 
primitive reflexes are expected to integrate, paving the way for voluntary and controlled movement. It is important for 
professionals to recognize that the children they see with behavioral, attention, motor, visual, and other related challenges 
have neurological immaturity, non integrated primitive reflex development. Lack of function that correlates with non 
integrated reflex responses can be remedied. Attendee will learn why reflex maturation is essential for development, learn 
how to match the corresponding deficits to the immature reflex pattern, and learn what can be done to remedy this situation.

• This presentation is offered for NYSED-PT 1.0 Contact Hour. • 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. 
• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

9:30–10:30
PRESENTATION

APPLYING BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION STRATEGIES USING FAMILY CENTERED APPROACHES TO 
TEACHING LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION: A Functional Approach for Working with Children  
with Autism Spectrum Disorder
Jana Diamond, MSEd, SpEd, BCBA, Sr. Director of Autism and Educational Services, TheraCare, NY;  
Meghan Duffy, MA, CCC-SLP, Clinical Supervisor, Theracare, NY
The large number of young children diagnosed with autism in recent years make it essential that early childhood educators 
and interventionists are well educated in best practices for early autism treatment. For Early Intervention services, current 
best practice is family centered therapy (FCT). Our presentation aims to provide a functional and accessible model of 
therapy that applies ABA strategies/behavioral modification to work on language in a family centered environment. We will 
address select principles of ABA as well as basic principles of embedded coaching/family centered approaches, and use 
case studies to illustrate specific examples of how to use an integrated model of educators and interventionists working with 
families to address language goals for children with autism. Attendees will learn how to best incorporate families and coach 
them to work with children with ASD to meet language goals in the natural environment.
• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). • This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered 

for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour.  
• Earn 1.0 BACB TYPE II CEUs upon completing this activity. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. 

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

9:30–10:30
PRESENTATION
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9:30–10:30
PRESENTATION

HERALD SQUARE  
(3RD FLOOR)

KIPS BAY  
(3RD FLOOR)

GRAND BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

SUTTON PLACE  
(3RD FLOOR)

GRAMERCY PARK 
(3RD FLOOR)

“THEY SAID WHAT?!” Respond to Young Children’s Questions about Cultural and Racial Differences 
Sheri Atwater, PhD, PPS, Professor & Director of the School Counseling Program, Loyola Marymount University, CA
This presentation aims to turn attention to how young children begin to develop attitudes and beliefs about racial and cultural 
differences, and what educators and parents can do and say to respond to young children’s questions and comments in 
order to support inquisitive young minds while also offering appropriate, non-biased information. Research indicates that 
educators often continue to adopt a “color-blind” racial ideology (e.g.”We are all the same”) approach, which may hinder 
students’ critical thinking skills and inadvertently affect their cognitive growth as it denies the existence of the realities of 
racism. This presentation will introduce and apply a Developmental Framework for Racial/Cultural Discourse that can be 
used with young children, based upon the work of Derman-Sparks (1989, 2010) and others.

• This BEGINNER level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 
NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

10:45–11:45
PRESENTATION

HOW DO YOU KNOW THAT THEY KNOW? Using CROWD Prompts to Support Comprehension in Preschool
Carmen Sherry Brown, EdD, Assistant Professor, Hunter College—CUNY, NY
Reading aloud helps young children acquire early language and literacy skills and stimulates cognitive development. 
Dialogic Reading is an interactive shared picture book reading practice designed to enhance young children’s language 
and literacy skills through appropriate strategies and prompts. During this session, participants will have the opportunity to 
discuss the specific strategies used during Dialogic Reading and view videos of teachers using PEER (Prompt, Evaluate, 
Expand, Repeat) strategies and CROWD prompts to support comprehension in preschool.

• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area).  
• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

10:45–11:45
PRESENTATION

CRYSTAL BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

PLAY-BASED LEARNING AS A STRATEGY for Play-Based Teaching with Young Children 
Melissa Arnold, Sales Consultant, Heutink USA, CA
The building blocks of a strong readiness program start with play. Young children delight in exploring the world we live in. 
They learn the most when they are engaged in play. Key concepts are mastered through discovering, creating and doing. 
It is a child’s natural way of learning about themselves, their friends, and their communities. Play-based learning effectively 
enriches cognitive skill-building.The focus of this presentation lies on the concept of play-based learning and the added 
value of both free and structured play combined with play-based manipulatives. Carefully chosen manipulatives, based on a 
curriculum, integrate child-centered playing and can maximize learning outcomes. 
Experience how play-based manipulatives will transform your strategies of teaching!

• This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.  
• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

10:45–11:45
CURRICULUM

PRESENTATION

PREVENT CHALLENGING BEHAVIOR by Being More Creative with Circle Time and Transition Activities
Lisa Poelle, MA, Child Care Consultant, Pacific Kid, NY
Circle time. It can be frustrating or it can be fabulous, depending a teacher’s ability to maintain children’s focus and interest. 
In fact, a lot of time may be spent “managing” the behavior of a few while the majority sit and wait. Also, “transitions” from 
one activity to another are often times when some children march to their own drummer, instead of falling in line with the 
teacher’s plan. The overall tone in the classroom will have a lot to do with how these two situations are managed. This 
session will explore various reasons behind these problems and provide a wide assortment of solutions using photos, 
videos, handouts, and discussion.

• This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.  
• This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

10:45–11:45
PRESENTATION

PEDIATRIC BEHAVIORAL FEEDING DISORDERS 
Sonu Sanghoee, MS, CCC-SLP, Clinical Director, Achieve Beyond, NY
This workshop will focus on describing clinical cues for behavioral feeding problems in children. 
Participants will learn specific reinforcement intervention techniques used to treat the broad 
spectrum of pediatric behavioral feeding disorders.

• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). 
• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

Coffee & Afternoon Snack will be served. Meals are available for purchase in the hotel and at many restaurants nearby.

STEM, STEAM and Beyond with Panelcraft
Jeff Whittaker, MLS, President, Panelcraft, Inc., MI
A properly designed block center provides key skill development opportunities such as; creativity, communication, critical 
thinking and collaboration. It also provides a platform for social development, physical development, STEM, STEAM, and 
creative expression. Learn how the Panelcraft magnetic building system is playing a key role in changing the way we think 
about block play in the 21st century preschool classroom.

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

9:30–10:30
PRODUCT

DEMONSTRATION

B

RONZE SPONSO
R

E
D

 E
V

ENT 



VISIT US AT
BOOTH 8



20WWW.YOUNGCHILDEXPO.COM

WEDNESDAY  May 3, 2017

10:45–11:45
PRESENTATION

HERALD SQUARE  
(3RD FLOOR)

GRAND BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

1:00–1:50
KEYNOTE

BUILDING PERSISTENCE AND RESILIENCE IN YOUNG LEARNERS
Steven Kurtz, PhD, ABPP, Founder, Kurtz Psychology Consulting PC, NY
Young children today face a great many challenges. If they are to become good citizens in the truest sense of the word—
to be productive and able to interact in patient ways with themselves and others—they will need our help learning how 
to face and embrace adversities. As educators and professionals working with young children, it is we who need to 
teach and nurture their grit. It is we who need to partner with their caregivers to foster resilience. There is a science of 
relationship building that when incorporated correctly helps children increase frustration tolerance and self-regulation 
so they can learn to rise up after falling. And fall they will! Join Dr. Kurtz as he explores how to incorporate relationship 
building with growth mindset approaches into the important early childhood work we do.

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

11:45 to 1:00 — LUNCH, VISIT EXHIBITORS, and SPROUT FILM FESTIVAL

KIPS BAY 
(3RD FLOOR)

CRYSTAL BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

SUTTON PLACE 
(3RD FLOOR)

THE CLASSROOM ACTIVITY MATRIX: A Tool for Individualizing Learning for ALL Children 
Amy Goerl, MA, BCBA, Early Childhood Special Education Consultant, HighScope Foundation, NJ
HighScope classrooms are vibrant, energetic and creative places for ALL children. The role of the 
educator is to maximize the engagement and participation of every child so they can reach their 
potential. The Classroom Activity Matrix is a tool that can help teachers embed learning opportunities across the Daily 
Routine so children with special needs can learn contextually. Bring your IEP goals and objectives and learn how to insure 
multiple learning opportunities for every child. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

10:45–11:45
CURRICULUM

PRESENTATION

THE LOOKING GLASS MIRROR—I SEE YOU IN ME: Supporting Social and Emotional Development  
in Babies and Toddlers
Shulamit Ritblatt, PhD, Professor in Child & Family Development Department, San Diego State University, CA
Research emphasizes the importance of early relationships in shaping brain development and their long-term effects on 
social emotional development and learning readiness. Positive, responsive, and sensitive adult-young child “serve-and 
return” interactions are critical to healthy development. The young child’s perception of the world around and his/her sense 
of self are based on the “mirror” the adult provides him/her with. Babies respond to music prior to being born. Brain research 
indicates the impact of music on the brain and its soothing effects. Hence, involving music sooth, excite, and bond young 
children and adults to provide children with “Positive looking glass self” and a strong social emotional foundation.

This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 
NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered.  

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

2:00–3:00
PRESENTATION

READY, GET SET, LEARN: How to Jumpstart Your Child to Start His Work
Cindy Goldrich, EdM, ACAC, Board Certified ADHD Coach, PTS Coaching: ADHD Education and Support, NY
Often times we see our children stall, postpone (without an actual plan to do), or simply avoid doing their work. Getting 
started for many children (and adults!) is about feeling READY to begin: Emotionally, Physically, and Mentally. Tackling each 
of these issues in advance will make it easier to actually START, but the thought of preparing to work feels like added effort— 
and is often avoided. This presentation will address helping kids actually begin their work at an appropriate time.

•1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

2:00–3:00
PRESENTATION

CREATING AN ENVIRONMENT OF CONSISTENCY AND COMPASSION to Help Children Especially Those 
Who Have Experienced Domestic Violence
Kristie Adams, MEd, VP of Programs & Services, Family Scholar House, Inc, KY
“Only children who feel safe dare to grow forward healthily.” This quote by A. Maslow is the foundation for working with 
children exposed to domestic violence. This presentation will provide a brief overview of children exposed to violence, 
information on working with children in a trauma informed way, using a two-generational approach, and will include 
examples of activities that can be included in any classroom. Other best practices that will be introduced will be mindfulness 
and conscious discipline.

• 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

TEACHING SENTENCE STRUCTURE for Developing Writing, Reading, and Listening Comprehension
Judy Fuhrman, MS, Speech Language Pathologist, Riverside Unified School District, CA
Mastering English syntax has far-reaching effects on written and oral language. This face-paced, hands-on session will 
introduce a clear, thoughtful process for teaching sentence structure, elaboration, and punctuation using non-linguistic 
representations for the functional uses of words. Concrete examples will be provided for how to use this knowledge to 
improve writing quality, reading fluency, and language comprehension. Participants will leave with practical ideas that lay a 
foundation for skills that students can apply throughout their educational experience, from kindergarten through college.

• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

2:00–3:00
PRESENTATION

Coffee & Afternoon Snack will be served. Meals are available for purchase in the hotel and at many restaurants nearby.

GRAND BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)
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WEDNESDAY  May 3, 2017

2:00–3:00
PRESENTATION

GRAMERCY PARK 
(3RD FLOOR)

HERALD SQUARE 
(3RD FLOOR)

GRAND BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

CRYSTAL BALLROOM 
(2ND FLOOR)

ADHD: School and Parents — The Great Divide and How to Bridge the Gap
Tenise Wall, PhD, Mental Health Clinician, The Institute for Family Health, NY
This presentation will focus on the recent research findings published by Dr. Wall as they relate 
to children with ADHD in the school setting and home connection. There are barriers that impact 
the school-home relationship that negatively impact the odds for student success. Those 
challenges with be discussed with recommendations on how to reduce and/or eliminate them. 
One thing that is evident is that school personnel need more support in increasing their knowledge about  
the etiology of ADHD while acquiring new skills to interface with parents of children with ADHD. The role of  
the 504 accommodation is crucial in supporting such students. Research has shown that 504’s are underutilized  
and practitioners are often unaware of evidenced-based interventions to include for the student with ADHD.

• This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 
NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. 

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

3:15–4:15
PRESENTATION

LOVE ME FOR WHO I AM: Empowering Children of All Abilities through Music in the Classroom
Brady Rymer, Children’s Recording Artist, Bumblin’ Bee Records, NY
What can a collaboration with children with unique developmental profiles teach us about empowering all students to feel 
good about who they are? Brady Rymer tells the story behind Love Me For Who I Am, a collection of rock-n-roll anthems 
inspired by ideas contributed by students with special needs. This collaborative project, expressing children’s feelings and 
inner worlds, illuminates what it might be like to face being different — and ultimately shows us what we all have in common. 
Songs from the project will be performed and it will show how they can be applied to motivate, bring joy, educate and bring 
the classroom community together. Students will share stories of how Brady’s music helped them find their voices and 
express themselves in new ways.
•This BEGINNER level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session. 

3:15–4:15
PRESENTATION

KIPS BAY  
(3RD FLOOR)

HOW A COUNTY IS USING MOBILE TECHNOLOGY TO INCREASE BILINGUAL LITERACY
Andrea Knowlton, Director of Early Childhood Education, Napa County Office of Education, CA;  
Barbara Nemko, PhD, Napa County Superintendent of Schools, Napa County Office of Education, CA
Research indicates that students arriving in kindergarten without adequate vocabulary and pre-literacy skills are significantly 
less likely to be successful throughout K-12. Napa County has adopted a transformative countywide digital early literacy 
program, used in 23 preschool classes and provided at no cost to all families with a preschool child. In partnership with 
Footsteps2Brilliance and NapaLearn, we have put early learning curriculum into classrooms, homes, libraries and health 
clinics through bilingual audio books, songs, nursery rhymes, Aesop’s fables, and games. These resources have helped 
develop vocabulary, comprehension, literacy, and writing skills for children from pre-K through 3rd grade. We will share 
efficacy data along with student, teacher, and parent responses to this initiative.

• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area).  
• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

2:00–3:00
PRODUCT

DEMONSTRATION

LET’S INCREASE COGNITION, FINE MOTOR AND LANGUAGE Through Play Using Inexpensive  
Household & Dollar Store Items!
Julie Marzano, MS, OTR/L, Occupational Therapist, Fine Motor Boot Camp, LLC, PA; Emily McCarthy, MS, CCC-SLP, 
Speech-Language Pathologist, Fine Motor Boot Camp, LLC, PA
How are you addressing fine motor, language and academic needs in early childhood? Learn how to meet ALL of these 
needs in only 5-15 minutes a day using up-cycled, inexpensive, dollar store and household items. Teachers and parents are 
often “left in the dark” when it comes to fine motor and language interventions that they can implement. Created by a Speech 
Pathologist and Occupational Therapist, these fine motor and language activities were developed as an inter-professional 
program that ANYONE can implement. Given the rise of direct instruction and electronics with a decrease in outdoor, hands 
on play, children have less opportunity to increase their fine motor and language skills.

• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area).  
• 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

2:00–3:00
PRESENTATION

CULTURAL COMPETENCE: The Future is Now, Let’s Talk About It
Claudia Rebolledo, Nationally Endorsed Cultural Competence Trainer, Guilford Child Development Regional Child Care 
Resource and Referral, NC
Cultural Competence is essential for the highest quality early childhood education to be developmentally beneficial for ALL 
children. This includes honoring children’s home languages and genuine engagement and support with all families, including 
extended and nontraditional family units. This presentation is designed to be self-reflective and will review the beginning steps 
to preparing the early childhood workforce to increase awareness and understanding of culture and cultural competence by 
defining culture, understanding cultural conditioning, culturally responsive teaching and the role of engaging families.

• This BEGINNER level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. 
 • 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

Coffee & Afternoon Snack will be served. Meals are available for purchase in the hotel and at many restaurants nearby.
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WEDNESDAY  May 3, 2017

3:15–4:15
PRESENTATION

GRAMERCY PARK  
(3RD FLOOR)

HERALD SQUARE  
(3RD FLOOR)

KIPS BAY  
(3RD FLOOR)

BRAIN BUILDING BIRTH TO FIVE: Vroom Turns Research into Reality through User-Friendly Materials and 
Family Empowerment
Patience Hill, Community Engagement Specialist, Child Care Aware® of America, VA;  
Mary M. LaMantia, Senior Director, Child Care Aware® of America, VA
New science states children’s first years are when they develop the foundation for future learning. Such advances in 
neuroscience and child development confirm what educators have long believed: Children’s readiness for kindergarten 
(and life beyond) hinges on positive engagement with caring adults during their first five years of life. Vroom provides user-
friendly materials and resources built upon these scientific underpinnings to create an early learning nation focused on ease, 
functionality, universal availability, practicality, and scientific research. Vroom is about meeting families in the places they live, 
work, and play. It will help understand research, explore outreach and assess resources for meeting the needs of children 
and families. Be a part of this national shift in how we think about brain development in children birth to five!

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

3:15–4:15
PRESENTATION

BE INCLUDED vs. BEING IN THE ROOM: Effectively Including Children with Disabilities
Kathy Boisvert, EdD, Integrated Preschool Teacher, University of Massachusetts Boston, MA
This presentation will discuss a variety of methods and interventions that enable children to be effectively included in an early 
childhood classrooms. Topics that will be discussed include: a variety of communication methods as well as communication 
interventions that will assist children with disabilities during social opportunities, behavioral intervention methods embedded 
into a daily schedule that will assist in the reduction of negative behaviors during transitions and throughout the day, specific 
adaptations/modifications for children with physical impairments, as well as case studies.

• This BEGINNER level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 
NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. 

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

3:15–4:15
PRESENTATION

SCRIBBLE, COLOR, DRAW: Key Readiness Skills Essential for Handwriting Success
Diane Eldridge, RN, Certified Occupational Therapist Assistant, Handwriting Without Tears, VA
Focusing on a child’s need to play, this interactive presentation addresses the prerequisite skills for handwriting and how 
to infuse writing into the Pre-K day. I will provide engaging teaching strategies that address fine motor skills, pencil grip, 
coloring, drawing, letter/number recognition and formation, and name-writing. Activities that develop fine motor skills for 
strength and dexterity and strategies to develop an appropriate crayon/grip are examined. Coloring, drawing a person, 
drawing shapes, tracing, and alphabet knowledge that includes recognizing letters and numbers will also be explored. 
Sensory motor components and social-emotional skills that include body awareness and the ability to understand directional 
terms will be discussed. Strategies for capital letters formation and name writing are considered.

• 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

THURSDAY  May 4, 2017

7:30–8:15
CRYSTAL BALLROOM 

GRAND BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

YOGA CLASS for Attendees 
Zsuzsanna Kiraly, PhD, RYT-500, Hagin School Consultation Centers, Fordham University, NY

Three Secrets of Being Happy
Jeison Aristizábal, President & Founder, Asodisvalle, Colombia 
Mr. Jeison Aristizábal will share his personal story with important lessons on how to raise young children to be able 
to maximize their full potential. Mr. Aristizábal and was born with Cerebral Palsy. This created numerous challenges in 
his childhood and adult life. Mr. Aristizábal’s mother was told that she should buy a shoe shine kit because that was 
all her son would be able to do with his life. He was bullied and teased throughout his childhood. With the incredible 
support of his mother Mr. Aristizábal overcame many challenges. She kept giving him positive messages that he could 
do anything he wanted to do with his life. He followed his dream of helping other children with disabilities and how he 
created an organization which serves 200 children with Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Speech and other developmental delays 
and disorders. Mr. Aristizábal incredible story holds lessons for anyone who works with young children and how the 
messages we deliver to young children can shape the direction of their lives. 

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

8:30–9:20
KEYNOTE

Coffee & Afternoon Snack will be served. Meals are available for purchase in the hotel and at many restaurants nearby.
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THURSDAY  May 4, 2017

9:30–10:30
PRESENTATION

GRAND BALLROOM 
(2ND FLOOR)

CRYSTAL BALLROOM 
(2ND FLOOR)

SUTTON PLACE  
(3RD FLOOR)

GRAMERCY PARK 
(3RD FLOOR)

HERALD SQUARE  
(3RD FLOOR)

KIPS BAY
(3RD FLOOR)

PROJECT BASED LEARNING THROUGH SCIENCE: EVERY Day for EVERY Child!
Stephanie Lester, MA, Educational Consultant, Antelope Valley College, CA
Experience this hands-on presentation demonstrating how to utilize science activities to facilitate Project-Based Learning 
resulting in highly engaging activities EVERY Day for EVERY Child! Implementing the Project-Based Learning Approach 
through science activities increases student engagement, learning and achievement. Participants will complete hands-on 
science activities which demonstrate the 7 key principles of Project-Based Learning as introduced through the acronym 
SUCCESS! (Self-selected, Utilize resources, Creativity, Critical thinking, Engaging, relevant learning experiences, Skills for 
organization, and Social learning) Recognizing and identifying the connections between Project-Based Learning, STEM/
STEAM activities, and the Common Core standards will maximize the learning opportunities for children. Utilizing science 
activities to facilitate Project-Based Learning effectively guides ALL children toward mastering the skills vital to their SUCCESS.

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

9:30–10:30
PRESENTATION

CONNECT4LEARNING®: Success in School and Life Begins with Teaching 21st Century Thinking Skills  
in Pre-K Classrooms
Staci Hitzke, MEd, Director of Professional Development, Kaplan Early Learning Company, MN
Cooperating, Observing, and Using Tools Strategically are three of the ten 21st century skills woven throughout 
Connect4Learning®—a new, innovative prekindergarten curriculum, the development of which was funded by the National 
Science Foundation. The curriculum uses research-proven teaching methodologies in mathematics, science, literacy, and 
social-emotional development and builds 21st century thinking skills. Learn how to embed these skills in pre-K classrooms 
and what to look for in pre-K classrooms to help ensure all children are learning and ready for kindergarten.

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

9:30–10:30
CURRICULUM

PRESENTATION

INCLUSION OF ALL STUDENTS USING MUSIC AND MOVEMENT: Essential Elements in a Comprehensive 
Early Childhood Educational Program
Saundra Day, Principal, Early Intervention- Stanislaus County Office of Education, CA;  
Sarah Grantano, MA, Assistant Superintendent, Stanislaus County Office of Education, CA
Participants will learn about and observe videos of students as they participate in an established music and movement 
enrichment program. Creating a fun learning experience with music and movement, ensures that each child’s needs are 
being met with symmetrical movement, self-regulation, body awareness, communication and motor movement in a fun and 
social way that can include all children. Preschool children can benefit greatly from exposure to these enriching and carefully 
planned experiences, including students with hearing impairments and multiple disabilities, with typically developing students.

• This BEGINNER level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 
NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. 

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session. 

9:30–10:30
PRESENTATION

The Amazing Technology Race: Using iPads in Early Childhood Education
Brett Baker, MEd, E-Learning Coach, North Penn School District, PA;  
Marisa Neeson, MEd, North Penn School District Preschool Outreach Coordinator; North Penn School District; PA
After sharing several new technologies for the early learning classroom, participants will use their new found tech-knowledge 
to compete in a race against other teams in the room. The race will include actually using the technologies which were 
demonstrated during the first half of the session. Technologies will include Remind, Symbaloo, Doodle Buddy, and 
Educreations. Each of the technologies discussed can be used immediately within the Early Learning Classroom. Two of the 
strategies are not tied to any particular device while two of the technologies will be apps tied to iPads.

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

9:30–10:30
PRODUCT

PRESENTATION

PLAY WITH A PAPER BAG AND SING WITH A SOCK: Creating and Using Puppets as Powerful Early Literacy Tools
Leigh Fox, MLIS, Assistant Manager, Brooklyn Public Library, NY
This presentation will explore different ways that puppets can enhance early literacy activities, focusing on the practices 
of reading, singing, talking, writing, and playing. We will look at the ways that rhymes, songs, and stories can be used with 
puppets. Participants will learn simple ways to use puppets with popular children’s books and incorporate puppets into their 
curriculum. Participants will also learn simple puppet making techniques using recycled or inexpensive materials, and have 
“hands -on time” to experiment with their puppet skills.
• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

9:30–10:30
PRESENTATION

SOLVING THE BEHAVIOR MYSTERY: Realistic Solutions for the Real Life Behavior You Face
Marcie Beigel, EdD, BCBA-D, Founder & Director, Behavior + Beyond, NY
Without the right tools it can feel impossible to overcome disruptive, disrespectful and exhausting behaviors. Educators are 
burning out all too quickly because they are not equipped to face challenging behaviors effectively. This presentation is here 
to change all that by providing the needed education to tackle the behavior that is faced everyday. If you want the simple truth 
about how behavior works and realistic solutions you can easily implement, this is the presentation for you! You will learn 
ways to identify the root cause of problem behavior, the 3 keys to unlock challenging behavior, and strategies that you can use 
immediately. With the right tools, the frustrating behaviors disappear and you can get back to loving your classroom again.

• This BEGINNER level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. •This presentation is approved for 
NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.



27 WWW.YOUNGCHILDEXPO.COM

May 4, 2017  THURSDAY

10:45–11:45
PRESENTATION

GRAND BALLROOM 
(2ND FLOOR)

CRYSTAL BALLROOM 
(2ND FLOOR)

SUTTON PLACE  
(3RD FLOOR)

GRAMERCY PARK 
(3RD FLOOR)

HERALD SQUARE  
(3RD FLOOR)

KIPS BAY  
(3RD FLOOR)

A SPECTRUM OF DIFFERENCES: How Music and the Arts Can Help!
Rene Boyer, EdD, Professor Emerita of Music Education, University of Cincinnati’s College Conservatory of Music, NY
This presentation will present the most important areas that teachers and therapists focus on when dealing with the child with 
autism and show how creatively designed music programs can serve these children at home and in the classroom. A variety 
of creative approaches and techniques that assist children in expressing themselves will be shared. These techniques include 
activities that assist children in recognizing and dealing with environmental stimuli. Through singing, making rhythms, playing 
instruments, movement and creative drama, participants will be shown how to better manage and help filter sounds and other 
stimulation with which a child with autism comes in contact.     • This BEGINNER level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing 
  education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered.  
 • 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

10:45–11:45
PRESENTATION

PLAY-BASED LEARNING IN THE COMMON CORE ERA: How Bing Nursery School Supports the Common 
Core Through Play with Basic Materials
Jenna Rist, Teacher, Bing Nursery School at Stanford University, CA
Play—especially free play—is vital to life and learning, which has been shown anecdotally and through research time and time 
again over the last 50 years. In an attempt to increase academic performance in American schools, many classrooms have 
increased instruction time at the expense of play. Similarly, direct academic instruction has continued to become more prominent 
in early learning situations as well, going directly against what so many researchers and practitioners know about young 
children—they learn better when they are engaged in play. There are exemplary programs that teach children through play, such 
as Bing Nursery School, which we will look at in depth, as well as examine how they teach CA Common Core State Standards 
through play with five basic materials.
• This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

10:45–11:45
CURRICULUM

PRESENTATION

HISTORY COMES ALIVE THROUGH PODCASTS: 21st Century Learning in the Classroom
Sonia Marotta, Principal, English Montreal School Board, Canada
Imagine learning about a community’s history by listening to podcasts created by students. Last spring, Level 6 students selected 
12 historic venues in the Montreal (Canada) borough of Saint Leonard. These students researched the history and compiled their 
findings which were then professionally recorded into 45-second trilingual podcasts. Students then created QR codes which 
were printed on durable, weatherproof plaques. All 12 plaques were mounted at the corresponding locations, where visitors could 
instantly listen to a brief history lesson delivered by the students with a simple swipe of their smartphones. This is an example 
of a great 21st century initiative in which students were able to contribute and gain meaning from their lesson. This presentation 
will provide attendees with the steps taken to complete this project including the resources and tools that were used. Finally, the 
presenter will discuss how teachers were able to integrate this project as part of their curriculum and will discuss the benefits of 
completing such an innovative project across all curriculums. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

10:45–11:45
PRESENTATION

HOW TO NURTURE COOPERATIVE AND CARING BEHAVIOR IN YOUNG CHILDREN
Kenneth Barish, PhD, Clinical Professor of Psychology, Weill Cornell Medical College, NY
In this talk, Kenneth will describe basic principles of how to foster cooperative and caring behavior in young children, based on 
scientific research. He will discuss the importance of interactive play, emotional dialogue, and collaborative problem solving 
in children’s social development. He will then discuss how we can nurture in our children a spirit of kindness and generosity 
toward others. Finally, Kenneth will present 15 specific recommendations—tips and strategies that parents can use to help 
children learn to cooperate with adults, sustain effort on difficult tasks, regulate their emotions, and get along with their peers.

This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 
NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

10:45–11:45
PRESENTATION

TELL ME A STORY: Learn the Art of Effective Storytelling and Story Performance to Engage Young Audiences
Aleesah Darlison, Author, Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI), Australia
When reciting stories to the very young, those stories need to be performed, not just read out. Learn from one of Australia’s 
most popular and prolific children’s picture book authors, Aleesah Darlison, as she shares with you the techniques she’s 
learned to engage and excite young listeners during storytelling sessions. Learn how to keep children focused and engaged, 
how to include them in the storytelling process, and how visual props, pictures and music can make your storytelling circles 
dynamic, educational and fun. Get ready to romp, rollick and roar your way to storytelling success! Suitable for those working 
with children from 2–8 years of age.
• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

10:45–11:45
PRESENTATION

“I LIKE TO WORK WITH KIDS THAT HIT, BITE, AND DO NOT LISTEN”: Transforming Challenging Behavior
Barb O’Neill, EdD, Consultant, Barb O’Neill Consulting, CA
In this interactive presentation you will learn strategies for transforming challenging behavior in your classroom through case 
studies, video clips, and interactive exercises. All strategies rely on the use of songs, puppets, visuals, play-support and interactive 
transition techniques. Research shows that teachers will only implement behavior prevention strategies that they feel confident  
in and that match their teaching philosophy. Therefore, you will be guided in selecting from the strategies shown based on your 
beliefs and then guided in adapting them to support individual children based on their interests, strengths and needs. You will  
leave with increased confidence in your ability to support even the most challenging children and with concrete tools for doing so.

• This BEGINNER level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 
NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.
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GRAND BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

1:00–1:50
KEYNOTE

SEVEN SKILLS FOR SCHOOL SUCCESS 
Pam Schiller, PhD, Senior Author of Research Based Curriculum and EC Curriculum Specialist, Frog Street, TX
A child’s ability to navigate the complex structures of his or her world depends on human interactions 
and experiences that begin at birth. Social and emotional skills don’t just unfold, they have to be 
intentionally taught. Research indicates a child’s intellectual capacity is only achieved when his or 
her social and emotional competence is developed. This presentation will focus on how social and 
emotional skills are wired and on simple strategies for supporting the development of these skills. 

• 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered.  
• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

GRAND BALLROOM
(2ND FLOOR)

11:45 to 1:00 — LUNCH, VISIT EXHIBITORS, and SPROUT FILM FESTIVAL

CRYSTAL BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

SUTTON PLACE 
(3RD FLOOR)

GRAMERCY PARK 
(3RD FLOOR)

“WHAT’S YOUR IDEA FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEM?” Involving Children in the Conflict Resolution Process
Kenneth Sherman, Early Childhood Early Specialist/Teacher, HighScope Educational Research Foundation, MI
Preschool children encounter conflicts on a daily basis and resolving them can either be empowering or frustrating. When 
teachers adopt a problem-solving approach to resolving conflicts with children they will find that the process benefits 
children and empowers them to become confident problem solvers now and in the future. In this session, participants will 
examine their own feelings and ways of dealing with conflicts and learn the benefits of involving children in the process of 
resolving conflicts. In small groups they will practice supportive strategies that assist children in resolving conflicts with other 
children. Teachers will develop an implementation plan they can use to apply these strategies with their children and when 
used consistently will observe as the children begin seeing themselves as successful “problem-solvers.”

• This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. 
• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

2:00–3:00
PRESENTATION

TEACHING CHILDREN SELF-CONTROL: Learn how to teach children to control their impulses: their 
bodies, their thoughts, and their actions!
Jamie Goldring, MA, Speech and Language Pathologist, Memphis Jewish Community Center, TN
Research tells us that children with self-control perform better in school and are better at managing their own behavior. Learn 
effective strategies that encourage the development of self-control, and other social emotional and executive function skills. 
Teach children how to manage their own behavior, take responsibility for their actions, stop & think about the consequences 
for their choices, & resolve conflicts peacefully. Children learn self-control by participating in activities that give them the 
opportunity to practice controlling their impulses. Self-control is not something that someone can do for you. It is a set 
of skills that children need to learn how to do for themselves. Teachers learn practical information and are given specific 
activities to incorporate into their curriculum to encourage the development of self-control! 
• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). • This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered 

for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour.  
• 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

2:00–3:00
PRESENTATION

THE MOVEMENT PERSPECTIVE IS THE FOUNDATION FOR THE WALDON APPROACH:  
A Sensory-Motor Intervention for Children with Developmental Delay
Daniel Posner, MD, Assistant Professor of Clinical Psychiatry, Icahn School of Medicine at Mt Sinai Hospital, NY;  
Walter Solomon, MA, Cantab, Jerusalem Waldon Center, Israel 
We will review the literature on the role of intentional sensory motor activity in the growing understanding of the typically 
developing child and how abnormalities in movement interfere with the cascade of typical development. We will outline the 
principles of the Waldon Approach and provide case studies of children with both CP and ASD and demonstrate how parents 
can learn to work with their own children. We will discuss ongoing research on the effectiveness of the approach and explain 
how the activities in the Waldon Lesson aid in the development of cognition, social communication and in the reduction of 
challenging behaviour. We will show how children play and move intentionally for their own intrinsic pleasure and satisfaction 
rather than for the approval of supporting adults.

• 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

2:00–3:00
PRESENTATION

TEN STRATEGIES TO BOOST BRAIN POWER IN THE EARLY YEARS
Pam Schiller, PhD, Senior Author of Research Based Curriculum and EC Curriculum Specialist, Frog Street, TX
Scientific research findings have provided new insights into how we can best optimize learning and 
development. Many of these findings are particularly crucial during the first five years of life when 95% 
of the brain is wired. This presentation will provide simple, easy to implement strategies that will help 
educators, caregivers, and parents support early learning and development of children right from 
birth. Join us for this fun-filled session on applications you can immediately implement. 

•This BEGINNER level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.  
• This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

2:00–3:00
PRESENTATION

Coffee & Afternoon Snack will be served. Meals are available for purchase in the hotel and at many restaurants nearby.
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2:00–3:00
PRESENTATION

HERALD SQUARE  
(3RD FLOOR)

KIPS BAY
(3RD FLOOR)

CRYSTAL BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

GRAND BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

SUTTON PLACE  
(3RD FLOOR)

BUILDING RESILIENT FAMILIES: Working on Challenges Big and Small
Rocio Galarza, MA, Assistant Vice President, Sesame Workshop, NY
Sesame Street invites you to learn more about how we as caring adults can positively impact children’s resilience on a daily 
basis in this interactive session: “Building Resilient Families: Working on Challenges Big and Small.” Together we will explore 
the resilience factors young children (ages 2–5) need to persevere through everyday challenges—such as sharing with a 
sibling or beating the bedtime blues—as well as more significant life transitions and situations. In this presentation, we will 
explore several positive strategies for helping children build these resilience skills, and practice activities to use with children, 
parents, and caregivers to support the development of these skills.

• This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 
NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. 

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

3:15–4:15
PRESENTATION

EARLY CHILDHOOD TEACHING AND LEARNING:  
Emergent Writing Development and Tablet Technology
Tiffany Ohlson, PhD, Research Fellow for Early Learning and Literacy, Florida Institute of Education at the University of 
North Florida, FL; Heather Monroe-Ossi, EdD, Associate Director for Program Development & Administration, Florida 
Institute of Education at the University of North Florida, FL
As an effort to improve children’s emergent writing and use of tablet technology, researchers developed and implemented 
professional development for early childhood teachers. Content included emergent writing, explicit teaching strategies 
that were implemented using a 3-step writing routine guided by a continuum of children’s writing development, and the 
integration of tablet technology into instruction. Three explicit teaching strategies—modeling, thinking aloud, and feedback—
were emphasized to advance children’s writing development. Results indicate that teachers implemented the 3-step writing 
routine. The use of whole-group lessons, with four explicit strategies, and small group instruction also increased. Teachers’ 
use of iPads in emergent writing instruction improved, as did their weekly use of iPads across multiple classroom contexts.

• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area).  
• Earn 1.0 BACB TYPE II CEUs upon completing this activity. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

3:15–4:15
PRESENTATION

EMBEDDING MUSIC IN THE INCLUSION PRESCHOOL CLASSROOM:  
Strategies for Classroom Teachers
Tori Conicello-Emery, MA, MT-BC, Conference Presenter, Music Together LLC
Songs and activities that support social development, language development, and physical/motor development are 
an important component of lesson planning and classroom management. Participants will learn how to structure song 
experiences to accommodate special learners, including children with delays in social/emotional development, language 
development, and physical/motor development. The presenter uses video to guide participants’ attention to specific 
examples of accommodations made in an inclusion music class for children in the preschool setting. Participants will see 
how students who are multiply handicapped participate alongside their typically developing deaf peers. Practical application 
of the presented material culminates in a collaborative endeavor between participants. Attention is paid to increasing teacher 
confidence by engaging in live, accessible music making.

• This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.  
• This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session. 

3:15–4:15
PRESENTATION

VISUAL IMPAIRMENT: Implications on Motor Development and Concept Formation in Infants and Toddlers
Linda Gerra, EdD, Director of Children’s Vision Programs, Lighthouse Guild, NY
Vision plays a dominant role in the development of young children, particularly in organizing environmental information. The 
two most critical areas are motor development and concept formation. The absence of vision, decreases the child’s interest 
in moving because he/she does not see what is around him/her. Without adequate vision, concepts may be misinterpreted 
because the child is only receiving partial or distorted information. Suggestions for observing and detecting signs that an 
infant might have problems with his/her vision will also be presented. It is important for early interventionists and families 
to follow up with concerns regarding children’s vision by referring to a pediatrician or ophthalmologist and by requesting a 
“functional vision assessment.”

1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered.  
• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

2:00–3:00
PRESENTATION

BRIDGING THE GAP: Creating a Family Engagement Action Plan to Build School Community
Kisha Edwards-Gandsy, Co-Founder, NY City Explorers, NY
This presentation will offer the participants the ability to create solid parent and community engagement plans for their 
classrooms or larger school community through the case study of a successful preschool community. By using the School 
House Method, participants will create an achievable vision for parent and community engagement in their own early 
learning environments and create the basis for their program’s EAP (Engagement Action Plan). Participants will also learn the 
value of community building to successful early learning programs.

• This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for ASWB 1.0 continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 
NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.
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3:15–4:15
PRESENTATION

GRAMERCY PARK  
(3RD FLOOR)

HERALD SQUARE  
(3RD FLOOR)

KIPS BAY  
(3RD FLOOR)

STRENGTHENING FAMILY ENGAGEMENT: Strategies to Successfully Communicate Sensitive  
Information to Families
Jane Montgomery, MEd, Director, Peachtree Presbyterian Preschool, GA;  
Patty Randall, Director of Educational Practices, Peachtree Presbyterian Preschool, GA
Early education teachers are often the first to express concerns regarding the development of young children. Educators 
must first create a partnership with children and families to be successful in relating sensitive information that will hopefully 
result in needed intervention. Educators find this hard and don’t have necessary competencies for this conversation, nor do 
teachers realize the importance of first building the relationship through authentic family engagement. Through a three-step 
plan, educators will learn how to plan and prepare for any conversation with parents through meaningful exercises that 
include worthwhile and proven strategies. In this course, educators will discover that effectively delivering information to 
parents yields the result of needed early intervention for the student.
• This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 

NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

3:15–4:15
PRESENTATION

CELEBRATING DIFFERENCES: Using Children’s Literature to Create an Inclusive Culture
Nicole Briceno, Mississippi Early Childhood Inclusion Center Credential Coordinator, Institute for Disability Studies, MS; 
Alicia Westbrook, PhD, Mississippi Early Childhood Inclusion Center Director, Institute for Disability Studies, MS
Creating a classroom culture that promotes individuality and celebrates unique differences creates a warm and safe place 
for learning and playing. The use of children literature that highlights characters with exceptionalities lays the foundation for 
an inclusive classroom culture. This interactive session will demonstrate how to use children’s literature as a teaching tool for 
acceptance, empathy, and inclusion. Participants will be provided an extensive annotated bibliography of children’s literature 
with main characters who have special health care needs and developmental disabilities. Further, participants will learn 
teaching strategies that promote early literacy development while teaching acceptance, empathy, and inclusion.

• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). • This BEGINNER level session is offered for 
1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour.  

• 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

3:15–4:15
PRESENTATION

SMART MOVES: Why Motor Skills Matter for Academic Success and Behavior Management
Robin Prothro, MS, OTR/L, Pediatric Occupational Therapist, Clarendon School District 2, SC
Motor Skills (gross motor, fine motor, sensory motor, and visual motor) are a robust predictor of academic success. Research 
has shown children with delayed motor skills have a much greater chance of struggling with academics, and children with 
strong motor skills perform better academically. More than ever before, typically developing children are entering school with 
underdeveloped motor systems. In fact, out of a kindergarten class of 20 students, only 2 may have adequate strength and 
balance. Lack of ‘tummy time,” “baby containers,” and an increase in use of electronic devices have significantly impacted 
normal child development. Find out which motor skills children need for school, how to screen for motor delays, and practical 
suggestions to improve motor skills for every classroom.

• 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. 
• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

FRIDAY  May 5, 2017

7:30–8:15
CRYSTAL BALLROOM 

GRAND BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

YOGA CLASS for Attendees 
Zsuzsanna Kiraly, PhD, RYT-500, Hagin School Consultation Centers, Fordham University, NY

AWAKENING THE GREATNESS IN CHILDREN
Howard Glasser, MA, Founder, Children’s Success Network, AZ
The Nurtured Heart Approach is a systematic way of seeing and reflecting the beauty in children in a way that it inspires 
them to live that greatness. NHA consists of three main “Stands” that are achieved entirely through relationship: Refusing to 
energize or reward negativity; Creating and energizing pervasive experiences of success; while still providing a perfect level 
of limit-setting and consequences. The approach focuses on building Inner Wealth…children who are nurtured to experience 
who they really are as positive influences, as making thoughtful choices, and as having excellent character traits…tend to 
grow those very seeds planted on their own as they take root. NHA helps children to realize their greatness, helping them live 
this out in their everyday lives. We are confident that this Keynote will strengthen your relationships and inspire you to new 
ways to celebrate and influence the children you work with. 

• 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered.  
• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

8:30–9:20
KEYNOTE

Coffee & Afternoon Snack will be served. Meals are available for purchase in the hotel and at many restaurants nearby.
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9:30–10:30
PRESENTATION

GRAND BALLROOM 
(2ND FLOOR)

CRYSTAL BALLROOM 
(2ND FLOOR)

SUTTON PLACE  
(3RD FLOOR)

GRAMERCY PARK 
(3RD FLOOR)

HERALD SQUARE  
(3RD FLOOR)

PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS INSTRUCTION FOR YOUNG AT-RISK LEARNERS:  
Helping Our Children Succeed
Froma P. Roth, PhD, CCC-SLP, Professor Emeritus, University of Maryland, Depart. of Hearing and Speech Sciences, MD
This presentation focuses on the emergent literacy skill of phonological awareness (PA) and the critical developmental link 
between PA and reading. The importance of PA instruction aligns with and underscores a basic premise of Universal Pre-K: 
brain development in the preschool years lays the foundation for future success. At-risk preschoolers (e.g., economically 
stressed, English language learners) who receive high-quality, developmentally-sensitive PA instruction show notable gains 
in early reading compared to peers. Key parameters of PA, effective strategies, and teaching sequences will be described 
in this session. An example of a preschool curriculum for teaching three fundamentals of PA—rhyming, blending and 
segmentation, using explicit strategies and child-centered activities will be presented as well. This PA program provides 
resources that promote interactive dialogic reading, direction-following, vocabulary, and letter-sound association skills.

• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. 
• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

9:30–10:30
CURRICULUM

PRESENTATION

THE SELF-WORTH COMPONENT. . . Eliminating Challenging and Disruptive Behavior in the Classroom by 
Raising Your Students’ Self-Worth Barometer
Cynthia Rainbow, MS, ED, Elementary Educator, The Rainbow Affect, NY
Building kinder, more confident, and compassionate children as a means to eliminate challenging and disruptive behavior 
in the classroom. Take your students from MISbehaving to AMAZing by creating experiences that will raise their self-worth 
barometer. This presentation will demonstrate behavior management techniques to coach your students’ in the development 
of coping strategies, empower teachers to inspire positive change in their students through practical lessons and activities 
directly addressing students’ self-worth barometer, and expose educators to the idea that children succeed when they 
themselves feel empowered through self-worth experiences.
• This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 

NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

9:30–10:30
PRESENTATION

DEVELOPING SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL COMPETENCIES IN YOUNG CHILDREN:  
The Role of the Early Childhood Educator
Zina Rutkin, PhD, Director of Competent Kids, Caring Communities (CKCC), Ackerman Institute for the Family, NY;  
Arlean Wells, PhD, CKCC Program Coordinator, Ackerman Institute for the Family, NY
Early childhood is a critical time for children to develop foundational social and emotional competencies. These are the skills 
that lead to later success in school and life. By the time young children reach the age of four years, they are expected to have 
achieved a range of objectives in five social-emotional domains: self-concept and self-awareness, self-regulation, relationships 
with others, accountability, and adaptability. For many children, the majority of these objectives are met organically within 
the context of a developmentally appropriate, play-based early childhood setting. There is, nevertheless, an important role 
for educators to play in teaching and scaffolding of these skills. This presentation will present and explore developmentally 
appropriate strategies and tools for helping to develop and strengthen social-emotional capacities in young children.

• This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 
NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

9:30–10:30
PRESENTATION

FEEL THAT RHYTHM! Music and Movement Activities That Naturally Support Children’s  
Development of Early Math Skills
Ellen Acuna, In-School Services Mentor, Music Together Worldwide, LLC, NJ
Before children are able to count to 10 or add and subtract, they are developing their mathematical understanding. Songs, 
rhythmic chants, and small and large movement activities are enjoyable way to holistically support young children’s emerging 
math skills. Active music and movement experiences include exploration of math concepts such as patterning, sequencing, 
representation, proportion, and opposites. In this session, you will be introduced to the ways you can use music, movement, 
and rhythmic chants to naturally support even the youngest child’s emerging math skills in ways that are enjoyable for both 
children and adults. You’ll come away from this session with music activity ideas you can use right away in your work with 
children to give them a foundation for future mathematical learning. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session. 

9:30–10:30
PRESENTATION

Transforming The Intense Child
Howard Glasser, MA, Founder, Children’s Success Network, AZ
Faced with problematic behaviors from an intense child, most adults react by cranking up their level of application of traditional 
and conventional methods. They don’t realize these methods are virtually guaranteed to make the situation even worse. This 
isn’t the fault of the parents or teachers, or the intense children themselves. The culprits are the methods most people have at 
their disposal. The Nurtured Heart Approach® was developed from my work with the most challenging and intense children 
and it enables adults to quickly experience great impact in helping children channel their intensity into great choices and great 
qualities of character and leadership. Those who have studied this approach become agents of change in their homes, schools, 
agencies and programs. They inspire those around them to interact with children in a new way that acknowledges and amplifies 
greatness in every area of those children’s lives. Join us for this workshop to learn how to light up the runway for children with all 
levels of intensity. Let’s help the more intense child discover that he or she is no longer “the bad kid” or even “the good kid”— 
but the great kid, with great things to contribute.  • This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education 
  clock hour. • This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered.  
 • 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.



33 WWW.YOUNGCHILDEXPO.COM

May 5, 2017  FRIDAY

9:30–10:30
PRESENTATION

KIPS BAY 
(3RD FLOOR)

GRAND BALLROOM 
(2ND FLOOR)

CRYSTAL BALLROOM 
(2ND FLOOR)

SUTTON PLACE 
(3RD FLOOR)

GRAMERCY PARK 
(3RD FLOOR)

KIPS BAY 
(3RD FLOOR)

HOW CAN FAMILIES BEST PREPARE THEIR AUTISTIC CHILD FOR THE TRANSITION INTO SCHOOL?
Jaclyn Burton; Intake Coordinator, Rochester Center for Autism, MN;  
Jonathan Sailer, MA, Ed, Owner & Director, Rochester Center for Autism, MN
Using a combination of case study and research we intend to present a “best practice” guide to helping families and professionals 
prepare for educational transitions. We will follow 3 students as they transition from intensive one-on-one ABA therapy to a variety 
of more generalized settings. We will show how we worked hand in hand with a local preschool, private school, and public school 
to help transition students into their next educational setting. We will present the research, show how we adapted the research 
to meet each students needs, and then review the results for each student. Because of the well-documented importance of the 
transition into a typical educational setting it is crucial that families are able to access well researched information.

• This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 
NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hour Offered. 

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

10:45–11:45
PRESENTATION

MAKING EARLY LITERACY MAGICAL FOR ALL PRESCHOOLERS (General Education, Special Education, 
Deaf Education, Language Delays)
Sarah Carpenter, MDEHS, Preschool Teacher, Sunshine Cottage School for Deaf Children, TX;  
Rebecca Schmitt, MA, ED, Early Childhood Teacher, Sunshine Cottage School for Deaf Children, TX
 Two early childhood teachers working with three and four year old’s come together to share tips and tricks for a successful 
year in a child centered Preschool classroom/therapy/home setting focused on Early Literacy. They will share strategies 
and resources used in their classroom to help develop thinkers, problem solvers and “mind readers.” Topics within this 
presentation will include developing Theory of Mind, increasing more elaborate dramatic play, furthering vocabulary growth 
and promoting auditory and language skills that support the MAGIC of Early Literacy.
• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

10:45–11:45
PRESENTATION

THRIVING THROUGH GRIEVING, THE FULLNESS OF LIFE AFTER DEATH FOR KIDS
Donna Williams, CEO, Founder of DonnaJanel Inc, DE
This presentation will consist of strategies for teachers, parents and guardians to use to empower children of all ages to 
overcome challenges from grief and trauma. Focusing on the importance of making the best out of a what appears to be a 
bad situation, this presentation consists of practical strategies to help kids thrive while still in the grieving process. Using the 
strategy of empowering kids through developing their purpose, you will learn the effectiveness of strategically using purpose 
to overcome and champion over grief and trauma. 

• This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 
NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

10:45–11:45
PRESENTATION

PROMOTING POSITIVE BEHAVIOR: Creating Environments That Support Success in Young Learners
Rebecca Hershberg, PhD, Director of Early Childhood, Ramapo for Children, NY
This presentation will introduce tools for creating environments that support success in our youngest learners. Participants will 
learn to view early childhood behaviors that adults find challenging through the lens of unmet needs and lagging skills. Using 
hands-on experiential activities, reflection questions and case studies, participants will develop and practice techniques for 
meeting needs and teaching skills. Participants will leave with an organized “Toolbox” of strategies and a common language 
for preventing, understanding and responding to challenging behaviors through role modeling, building relationships, 
clarifying expectations, establishing structures and routines, adapting for individual needs and responding, reflecting and 
repairing when conflict does occur. • This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. 
 • This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing 
 Competency Hours Offered.• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

10:45–11:45
PRESENTATION

MUSIC & MOVEMENT MAKE READERS: Some Children Need To Read with Their Feet
Lori Lynn Ahrends, MA, Early Childhood Consultant, Green Hills Area Education Agency, IA
Lori Lynn returns this year to present her music and literacy session! Participants will learn fun and purposeful ways to 
intentionally teach important literacy skills to students through songs, poems, and books. They will gain understanding  
of the importance of using music and movement to teach literacy skills such as tracking, phrasing, fluency, voice, inflection, 
rhythm, creativity, vocabulary, and sound discrimination. Participants will learn how music helps to organize the brain and 
increase its functionality. They will know how to align music activities specifically to a particular literacy skill, and will come 
away from this presentation with easy, fun, and practical ideas to use in their classrooms throughout the daily routine. 

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

10:45–11:45
PRESENTATION

WE’RE GOING ON AN ADVENTURE: Sensory Storytelling and Puppetry with Children 0–5
Susanna Brock, Education Manager, Spellbound Theatre, NY
Spellbound Theatre is NYC’s only theatre exclusively for children ages 0-5. Learn Spellbound’s approach to sensory 
storytelling and puppetry with hands-on activities geared toward infants, toddlers, and preschoolers. A Spellbound teaching 
artist will lead participants through storytelling, material-led exploration, creative play, and puppetry activities to engage 
children’s imaginations and stimulate learning, and will lead an active reflection for how participants can apply this work to 
their own practice, and adapt activities for both family-centered and classroom settings.
• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.
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10:45–11:45
PRESENTATION

HERALD SQUARE  
(3RD FLOOR)

GRAND BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

1:00–1:50
KEYNOTE

ARE YOU A POSITIVE PSYCHOLOGY TEACHER? 
Patty O’Grady, PhD, Professor, The University of Tampa, FL
How do you discipline young children in positive ways? How do you leverage your children’s developmental strengths? How 
do you manage the complexities of your classroom? How do you motivate young learners? How do you bring happiness 
and joy to learning while also ensuring that students are cognitively competent and academically ready? The new science of 
positive psychology enables early childhood educators to positively nurture and motivate young students in their learning. 
The new science of positive psychology is the best way to deploy the neuroscience of learning in your classroom and move 
beyond behavioral strategies. Participants adopt a positive psychology mindset to creatively engage their students. Join us 
to find out if you are a positive psychology teacher or how to become one!

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

GRAND BALLROOM
(2ND FLOOR)

11:45 to 1:00 — LUNCH, VISIT EXHIBITORS, and SPROUT FILM FESTIVAL

CRYSTAL BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

SUTTON PLACE  
(3RD FLOOR)

TEN TIPS FOR PREVENTING CHALLENGING BEHAVIOR YOU CAN START USING TOMORROW!
Christopher Rosado, MS, BCBA, Board Certified Behavior Analyst, Quality Behavioral Solutions (QBS), RI
Over the years Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) has developed numerous practical methods for preventing challenging 
behavior in individuals with and without developmental disabilities. Essential components of effective behavior programming 
involve the use of preventative strategies (antecedent interventions). This presentation will identify 10 practical preventative 
strategies that can be utilized across settings and populations. Among the strategies to be discussed include the 
minimization/elimination of triggering events and setting up simple behavioral based reinforcement programs. This 
presentation will follow an introduce, discuss, and demonstrate model where presenters will introduce and discuss the 
strategies, then model its appropriate use.
• This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 

NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • Earn 1.0 BACB TYPE II CEUs upon completing this activity. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. 
• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

2:00–3:00
PRESENTATION

EARLY LITERACY EVERY DAY: It All Begins with A Book!
Laurie Anne Armstrong, MA, Early Literacy Trainer, Arapahoe Libraries, CO
Participate in an interactive presentation to learn how a powerful, intentional storytime can be the foundation for early 
language and literacy development. Getting our children ready to learn to read is essential to later success in school. Based 
on the research of the Every Child Ready to Read initiative, presenters will use developmentally appropriate picture books 
to demonstrate effective techniques for supporting brain development, print and phonological awareness, vocabulary, 
comprehension and reading motivation. Join us to learn how to integrate these key early literacy skills into a simple, well 
planned storytime for every child, every day. 

• This course is offered for up to .1 ASHA CEU (Intermediate level, Professional area). 
• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

2:00–3:00
PRESENTATION

PUT YOUR OXYGEN MASK ON FIRST! A Mindfulness-Based Practice for Caregivers
Zsuzsanna Kiraly, PhD, RYT-500, Director, Hagin School Consultation Centers, Fordham University, NY
Caring for others is one of the noblest yet challenging missions we are called to do in life. It is noble and challenging for the 
same reason: we give ourselves to the task. In the process, however, often the best intensions and efforts result in feeling 
overwhelmed or burned out because we neglect to take care of ourselves: to put the oxygen mask on first! Understanding 
that the wells of resources are not bottomless, self-care becomes an integral part of caregiving. 

This experiential presentation will address the importance of self-care and teach a 30-minute mindfulness-based 
movement practice that can help replenish our inner resources. It consists of a sequence of simple breathing / yoga /  
chi-kong techniques, derived from my many years of personal experience with these techniques. A step-by-step practice 
guide, with useful modifications, will be provided. Please wear comfortable clothes. 

• 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

HOW TO TEACH THE POSITIVE PSYCHOLOGY OF WINNIE THE POOH
Patty O’Grady, PhD, Professor, The University of Tampa, FL
“It’s hard to be brave, when you’re only a Very Small Animal” —Pooh. This interactive and motivating session invites 
participants to find their inner selves—and help their students recognize emotions—using the whimsy and wisdom of 
some of the most memorable characters in children’s literature. Participants discuss and explore some of essential positive 
psychology themes embedded in the stories including: positivity, golden mean, golden self, courage, resilience, and grit. 
Participants also identify other themes. Participants choose a favorite quotes and connect it to the positive psychology 
themes. Participants choose a character to use as the class mascot and a quote to use as a daily “pledge” in their 
classrooms. Participants share how they may already use the stories to teach emotional and social lessons, and share 
new ideas. Participants develop lessons and activities that use the positive psychology the lessons the characters teach. 
Participants leave with a more empathetic awareness that every lesson can be a positive psychology lesson and with some 
new ideas as how to model and teach positive psychology in the early childhood classroom.

•This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 
NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

2:00–3:00
PRESENTATION
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2:00–3:00
PRESENTATION

GRAMERCY PARK  
(3RD FLOOR)

HERALD SQUARE
(3RD FLOOR)

GRAND BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

KIPS BAY
(3RD FLOOR)

CRYSTAL BALLROOM  
(2ND FLOOR)

LISTENING EARS IN THE TODDLER ROOM? Developmentally Appropriate Discipline Strategies  
in the Toddler Environment
Donna Grover, El. Ed, Education Support Specialist, Goddard Systems, Inc, NJ
How do I discipline toddlers when they just don’t listen? What is developmentally appropriate discipline? Let’s remind 
ourselves that toddlers don’t own “listening ears”. They don’t know what is a good choice or a bad choice. We will discuss 
strategies to create a calm environment while maintaining control at the same time. Participants will hear real life examples 
and share strategies that result in toddlers that are engaged and busy and nice to their friends! It is a struggle for us all, let’s 
make it work!

• This BEGINNER level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 
NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. 

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

3:15–4:15
PRESENTATION

ROUND AND ROUND WE MUST GO: Building Community Through Circle Songs and Dances
Marissa Curry, MA, Director of the Early Childhood Program, The Diller-Quaile School of Music, NY;  
Ingrid Ladendorf, MA, Early Childhood Advisor, The Diller-Quaile School of Music, NY;  
Caroline Moore, MA, Summer Music Study Program Director, The Diller-Quaile School of Music, NY
For the young child, movement and song go hand-in-hand. In collaborative group circle games, the natural pairing of 
movement and music is enhanced through peer observation, cooperation, and fun. By exploring circle songs and dances 
from around the world, we can help our children to develop their musicality, and also their ability to work effectively with 
others. Come join us as we celebrate the young child’s natural propensity for music, and as we expand your ability to 
facilitate collaborative, joy-filled, circle songs and dances in your classroom.

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

3:15–4:15
PRESENTATION

IT TAKES A VILLAGE: Fostering a Supportive Relationship with Families for Students  
with Developmental Delays or Special Needs
Julie Blair, MED, MSD Program Lead (Special Education), Council for Exceptional Children (CEC), AZ;  
Stacy Rucker, MED, MS, Program Lead (Early Childhood), Grand Canyon University in Early Childhood Programs, AZ 
Family interaction and involvement are essential to the growth and development of all children. Learning a child has 
developmental delays or other special needs can be difficult for families. There is strong evidence to show the impact 
positive parent interaction has on the learning outcomes for children with developmental delays. Families developing a 
relationship with both the teacher and other school-wide stakeholders can benefit the learning outcomes of these children. 
This presentation will focus on parenting children with developmental delays, home-school relationship, and parent support 
to achieve learning outcomes. The communication between school and home is the connection necessary to develop 
appropriate intervention strategies to support the social, emotional, cognitive, and physical development of young children 
with exceptional needs.

• This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 
NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. 

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

2:00–3:00
PRESENTATION

MAKING OUTDOOR PLAY RELEVANT: Using Movement and Explorations to Enhance Learning
Keith L. Pentz, MA, National Early Childhood Specialist, Kaplan Early Learning Company, FL
Children engaged in learning experiences outdoors optimize learning due to the enhanced natural air, light, and body 
movements often associated with outdoor play and interactions. The brain and body are stimulated in a unique and very 
“compatible” manner when outdoors. Particularly for the preschool child, the outdoor environment provides an increase in 
gross motor activity, rather limitless space for movement, choices, dialogue and social interaction, along with specialized 
observation experiences, role play, and risk-taking which ultimately yields strong academic outcomes when the results of 
these engagements are applied to other learning endeavors. Outdoor play and the outdoor environment can and should be a 
natural extension and part of any early childhood program. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

2:00–3:00
PRESENTATION

STUDENT-TEACHER INTERACTIONS AND EXPECTATIONS IN PRESCHOOL When the Teacher and Student 
are of Different Races and Social Classes
Angela Sansone, EdD, Adjunct Professor, Mercer County Community College, NJ
This presentation looks at how teachers devise their expectations for students, how preconceived notions influence those 
expectations, and how those expectations influence teacher-student interactions. These interactions and expectations 
set the stage for the way that students view teachers and school. A quick overview of the research concerning this 
topic will be given as well as the practical implementation for the classroom, and parts of my personal research will be 
included. Additionally, scenarios will be used to show teachers the impact that their expectations and interactions can 
have on students especially during large and small group. This presentation will show teachers how to provide a culturally 
competent classroom instead of trying to have a color-blind approach to teaching.

• This INTERMEDIATE level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 
NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.
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3:15–4:15
PRESENTATION

SUTTON PLACE  
(3RD FLOOR)

GRAMERCY PARK  
(3RD FLOOR)

KIPS BAY
(3RD FLOOR)

HERALD SQUARE
(3RD FLOOR)

THE CHANGING CULTURE OF INFANCY: Revisiting the Importance of Infant-Caregiver Physical Contact 
for Early Social, Emotional, and Cognitive Development
Emily Little, MA, Doctoral Candidate, University of California, San Diego, CA
In modern industrialized culture, infants are carried in strollers, fed with bottles, taught with electronic toys, and entertained 
with tablet apps. This increased use of objects and technology with infants has come with a transition away from simple 
infant-caregiver physical contact, which is unique from a cultural and historical perspective. What are the implications of 
this shift in childrearing? This presentation will address the role of infant-caregiver physical contact in promoting social, 
emotional, and cognitive development from birth to three, backed by empirical evidence from anthropological, psychological, 
and medical research. Practitioners will learn not only the latest science behind infant-caregiver physical contact, but will also 
learn easy, cheap practices to promote increased physical contact among the parents and infants in the communities where 
they work.

• This BEGINNER level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. • This presentation is approved for 
NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • 1.0 NYSED OT Continuing Competency Hours Offered. 

• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

3:15–4:15
PRESENTATION

MOVEMENT AND MEDITATION EXPERIENCES IN THE CLASSROOM: Bringing Mindful Activities to Early 
Childhood Classrooms
Lauren Maples, Founder & Director, Bija Kids, NY
This interactive presentation will explore the importance of movement and mindfulness activities for children and ways 
to create these experiences in the classroom. Breathing practices, visualization techniques and walking meditation, 
specifically for children ages 2-6 years will be presented. Dance and yoga poses settings will be introduced, along with 
ways to incorporate them into your ongoing curriculum. We will discuss the value of moving in dynmanic ways both indoors 
and outdoors. Participants will develop an understanding of how movement and meditation support children in developing 
coping skills, flexibility of mind and body, critical thinking, focus and improved communication. Small group work, reflections 
and written materials will be provided for each participant.

• 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • This BEGINNER level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. 
• Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session. 

3:15–4:15
PRESENTATION

BIBLIOTHERAPY: Using Children’s Books to Help Young Children Understand Disabilities
Elizabeth M. Elliott, PhD, Professor of Early Childhood Education, Florida Gulf Coast University, FL
This presentation will demonstrate how early childhood teachers can develop activities using children’s books in the 
inclusive classroom setting to help all children learn how to be sensitive to and understand children who have disabilities 
in their inclusion classrooms. A variety of typical children’s books will provided for teachers to use and practice making 
creative classroom activities that help children understand many typical types of disabilities in the inclusion classroom. Each 
participant will leave the session with at least three activities that can be incorporated into their classrooms immediately.

• 1.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session.

3:15–4:15
PRESENTATION

ABC, EASY AS 123: Behavior Management Tips and Techniques That Really Work!
Rusty May, MA, Creator of SchoolToolsTv, Bullying & School Safety Foundation, DE
When students act up in your classroom, are you searching for the perfect blend of actions and reactions to create a ‘Five-
Star’ classroom? Learn how to quickly and effectively analyze a situation, intervene or refocus a student’s actions, and allow 
the student to be integrated back into the classroom so learning can continue. Save the precious ingredients of time and 
energy as you allow students the opportunity to be successful. All of this and you maintain your dignity, no messy spills of 
temper and no burned egos. You WILL have time to teach. You will create the perfect recipe for good behavior.

• This BEGINNER level session is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.   
• This presentation is approved for NYSED-SW CPE 1.0 contact hour. • Earn 1 CTLE hour upon completing this session. 

We hope you enjoyed this year’s Conference!
Please join us again in 2018!

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

 @ youngchildexpo    #youngchild expo



This West Coast Conference will be offering the same high quality and cutting 
edge sessions from expert presenters that attendees have come to expect from 

the New York City Young Child Expo & Conference.

Our goal is simple—to provide useful information to professionals and parents 
in order to help all young children learn, grow and reach their full potential. We 
aim to bring everyone together who helps young children learn and grow: teachers, 
psychologists, special education teachers, social workers, physical, occupational and 
speech therapists, pediatricians, nurses, educators, academics and students.

Presented by

Announcing the NEW 

Young Child Expo & Conference, Los Angeles, California

For all information go to: www.youngchildexpo.com

LOS ANGELES
JANUARY 17–19, 2018

Enjoy our networking reception, 
dine arounds, and other 

activities in Los Angeles—a city 
committed to early childhood 
education. Stay at The Omni Los 
Angeles Hotel at California Plaza 
(Downtown LA). Call for reduced 
conference rates at 1-800-THE 
OMNI (800-843-6664) and 
mention the full group name – 
Group: 2018 Young Child Expo & 
Conference for the negotiated rate. 
The room block ends Monday 
December 18, 2017.

L O S  A N G E L E S
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JEISON ARISTIZÁBAL 
President & Founder, Asodisvalle, Colombia

Mr. Jeison Aristizábal was born on July 5, 1983 in the city of Cali Valle, Colombia with Cerebral 
Palsy. His mother was discouraged about his potential. She was advised to keep him home 
and that he would never amount to anything. She did not accept this limited view of his future 
and against medical advice she enrolled her son in a regular school. She pushed him to 
overcome his adversities including the challenges of being picked on due to his physical 

disability. Mr. Aristizábal became a student leader and graduated high school. He began his career in Social 
Communication. Then in 2000 he founded Asodisvalle in his parents garage and 20 students with disabilities 
joined the first week. After a month there were 50 students. Following an appearance on a TV show, Mr. Aristizábal 
acquired his own headquarters. Thanks to his impressive work he has received a number of awards in Colombia 
and internationally including being named the 2016 CNN Hero of the Year. Mr. Aristizábal is currently completing his 
studies to become a lawyer. This will allow him to better advocate for the rights of the disabled. 

DAVID RENDALL, DM 
Founder, The Freak Factory, NC

During the last fifteen years, David Rendall has spoken to audiences on every inhabited 
continent. His clients include the US Air Force and the Australian Government, as well as 
companies in the Fortune 500 including, AT&T, State Farm Insurance and Ralph Lauren. Prior 
to becoming a speaker, he was a management professor, stand-up comedian and endurance 
athlete. He also managed nonprofit enterprises that provided employment for people with 

disabilities. He has more than twenty years of experience leading people and organizations. David has a doctor of 
management degree in organizational leadership, as well as a graduate degree in psychology. He is the author of 
three books: The Four Factors of Effective Leadership, The Freak Factor, and The Freak Factor for Kids.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 
(in order of speaking appearance)

STEVEN KURTZ, PHD, ABPP 
Founder, Kurtz Psychology Consulting PC, NY

Dr. Steven Kurtz, is an internationally recognized expert in child psychology with special-
izations in a number of areas, including ADHD, oppositional and defiant behavior, severe 
anxiety, and educational challenges.  He also was the founder of the Selective Mutism Pro-
grams at both the NYU Child Study Center and the Child Mind Institute before forming Kurtz 
Psychology Consulting. He created the Brave Buddies & Mighty Mouth programs serving the 

needs of children around the globe with selective mutism. This camp model is now replicated in 10 cities, in three 
countries on two continents. Dr. Kurtz is one of only 24 certified Master Trainers in Parent-Child Interaction Therapy 
(PCIT)—a gold standard treatment for young children with oppositional and defiant behaviors, often co-occurring 
with other disorders such as ADHD, anxiety, or autism spectrum disorder. He also is on the forefront of Teacher-
Child Interaction Training (TCIT) which he and his team have implemented in general and special education set-
tings to help teachers and staff with prevention and intervention of interfering behaviors. He has been featured on 
ABC’s Nightline, NBC’s Today Show, CBS’s Early Morning Show, and PBS’s Keeping Kids Healthy in addition to his 
programs being written up in the New York Times and Scientific American Mind. He is also incredibly proud that his 
wife of 39 years is a preschool special education teacher in and their two grown children have taught in KIPP, Head 
Start, and Teach for America.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 



PATTY O’GRADY, PHD 
Professor, The University of Tampa, FL

Patty O’Grady’s work in the field of education and psychology spans 30 years in both 
early childhood and primary education. Currently, she is on the faculty of the University 
of Tampa. Her seminal work, Positive Psychology in the Elementary School Classroom, is 
published by W. W. Norton & Company (2013) and her current book on mindfulness in 
the classroom is in progress. Dr. O’Grady writes an expert blog for Psychology Today that 

is a popular educational resources with more than 100,000 page visits. Patty’s recent interview in Education 
Update (ASCD) highlights the importance of emotional learning as a pre-requisite for all learning. The author of 
numerous academic journal article, she is a member of an international research team conducting a large-scale 
project investigating developmental assets as a predictor of success and well-being. Patty is also a popular 
trainer and speaker. Most recently, she spoke at the International Festival of Positive Education (2016) in Dallas, 
the World Congress on Positive Psychology (2015) in Orlando, and the Learning and Brain Conference (2014) in 
San Francisco. Sage Publishers Knowledge Project, Psychology Series, features Patty as a guest lecturer (2016). 
Her PhD from the University of Maryland, College Park is in special education and developmental psychology 
and she is a member of the APA, NASP, IPPA, ASCD, and NAEYC. 
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PAM SCHILLER, PHD
Senior Author of Research Based Curriculum and EC Curriculum Specialist, Frog Street, TX

Pam Schiller is an early childhood curriculum specialist who shares her extensive research 
knowledge in workshops, radio, and television interviews, and as a popular keynote speaker 
and author. She served as Director of the Early Childhood Department at the University 
of Houston, where she also directed the Lab School. Pam held the position of childcare 
administrator and classroom teacher in the public schools. She is the author of nine early 

childhood research based curriculums, including the internationally acclaimed Frog Street Pre-K, Frog Street 
Threes, Frog Street Toddler and Frog Street Infant programs. In addition, she has authored thirty-six children’s 
books, more than thirty teacher and parent resource books and a number of other creative projects such as 
activity books, DVDs and CDs.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 

HOWARD GLASSER, MA 
Founder, Children’s Success Network, AZ

Howard Glasser was trained in Clinical Psychology, earning his Master’s Degree at New 
York University. Howard was in working with families, with “difficult children” for many years 
and noticed that traditional methods utilized with challenging children were not working. 
Howard realized that typical methods did not work because they accidentally rewarded 
negativity with high exuberant energy, thereby inadvertently energizing failure. This concept 

lead to the creation of “The Nurtured Heart Approach.” Howard started implementing this approach in treatment 
with his families and utilized this approach in the other areas including the Head Start Program of Arizona. His 
work with Arizona Head Start Teachers, made significant progress with the children in these programs. During 
the previous seven years, an entire department within the mental health network was devoted to Head Start 
Children alone. After implementing NHA, the number of mental health referrals decreased significantly. Howard’s 
first book, Transforming the Difficult Child, was published in 1999 and recently revised in 2008. His most recent 
book, Notching Up the Nurtured Heart Approach for Educators was published in 2011. Today Howard can be 
found on tour around the world, teaching NHA and spreading the methodology by certifying trainers through his 
foundation, Children’s Success Network.
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MICHELLE ATTARDI, MA, CCC-SLP, SLP Team Leader, Celebrate the 
Children, NJ
Michelle Attardi, MA, CCC-SLP has been doing clinical work for 17 years. 
She has been fortunate to work with hundreds of children over that time 
with various challenges. Michelle worked for The First Cerebral Palsy Center 
in Belleville, NJ where she supervised students training to be speech-lan-
guage pathologists during their clinical work and at their various public 
school placements while employed with Montclair State University. Michelle 
has given a seminar about “Learned Helplessness” and has spent the past 
several years working privately and through contract work to provide ser-
vices for children in the New Jersey Early Intervention System. Going into 
people’s homes has benefited me by working closely with families, who are 
the most important asset a child has. Michelle is passionate about the chil-
dren she works with and believes in every person’s human right to reach 
their maximum potential. 

SHERI ATWATER, PhD, PPS, Professor & Director of the School 
Counseling Program, Loyola Marymount University, CA
Sheri Atwater is a Professor and Director of the School Counseling Program at 
Loyola Marymount University. She currently teaches graduate courses in indi-
vidual and group counseling, counseling theories and techniques, and serves 
as the University supervisor to fieldwork candidates at LMU. She served as 
co-PI for the Los Angeles County Office of Education’s Student Mental Health 
Initiative, and directed the SUCCESS counseling program, a multi-year life 
coaching collaboration with the Los Angeles Unified School District.

BRETT BAKER, MEd, E-Learning Coach, North Penn School District, 
PA
Brett has been in the field of education since 1998. His undergraduate work 
was completed at Kutztown University and after a successful career in 
video rental, he returned to school for his teaching certificate and a Master’s 
Degree in Instructional Technology. The primary focus of Brett’s job now as 
an E-Learning Coach is the integration of iPads in grades PreK-6, but also 
technology in grades 7-12. Additionally, there are now class carts of laptops 
in 3rd, 4th, and 1:1 Chromebooks in 6th – 9th grade which he supports. Brett 
is instrumental in both the evaluation and selection of apps for the class-
room and the actual integration of technology at all levels.

VERONICA BARNES, MS, Conservation Educator, Wildlife 
Conservation Society-Bronx Zoo, NY
Veronica Barnes has a Master of Science degree in Zoology from North Caro-
lina State University and is a North Carolina Certified Environmental Educator. 
She is currently enrolled in the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) 
Professional Certificate for Education and Interpretation program. Before 
coming to New York, she worked as an Environmental Specialist for the NC 
Department of Transportation conducting surveys of wetlands and habitat for 
threatened and endangered species. Veronica currently works to inspire chil-
dren and families to love animals and nature as a Conservation Educator for 
the Wildlife Conservation Society Education Department at the Bronx Zoo.

KENNETH BARISH, PhD, Clinical Professor of Psychology, Weill 
Cornell Medical College, NY
Kenneth Barish, PhD is a Clinical Professor of Psychology at Weill Medi-
cal College, Cornell University. He is also on the faculty of the Westchester 
Center for the Study of Psychoanalysis and Psychotherapy and the William 
Alanson White Institute Child and Adolescent Psychotherapy Training Pro-
gram. Kenneth Barish is the author of Pride and Joy: A Guide to Understand-
ing Your Child’s Emotions and Solving Family Problems. Pride and Joy is 
winner of the 2013 International Book Award (Parenting and Family) and 
the 2013 Eric Hoffer Book Award (Home Category). Pride and Joy is also a 
Mom’s Choice Awards Gold winner.

MARCIE BEIGEL, EdD, BCBA-D, Founder & Director, Behavior + 
Beyond, NY
Marcie Beigel is the founder and director of Behavior + Beyond. By rede-
signing behavior with realistic strategies, Marcie has been transforming 

LYNN ABELSON, MS, CCC-SLP, OTR/L, Speech Language 
Pathologist, The Phoenix Center, NJ
Lynn is a speech-language pathologist and DIR (Developmental, Individual 
Difference, Relationship-based) Program Manager at The Phoenix Center, 
a private, not for profit school in Nutley, New Jersey. This school serves 
students ages 5–21 with autism and other developmental disabilities. Lynn 
leads staff in integrating the DIR® approach into the classroom and com-
munity.

ELLEN ACUNA, In-School Services Mentor, Music Together 
Worldwide, LLC, NJ
Ellen has eighteen years of experience as an early childhood music and 
movement specialist working with children birth through age five and their 
parents and caregivers. In addition to her teaching work, she is a mentor 
for other music and movement specialists at Music Together, LLC. She also 
presents professional development workshops for music specialists and 
classroom teachers, presents live webinars on topics related to music and 
early learning, and has presented at national conferences, including the Na-
tional Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). She has a 
BA from West Chester University, where she studied Speech Communica-
tions. 

KRISTIE ADAMS, MEd, VP of Programs & Services, Family Scholar 
House, Inc, KY
Kristie Adams, MEd is the VP, Programs & Services at Family Scholar 
House, where she has been for nine years. Kristie has a Bachelor’s degree 
in Criminal Justice with a concentration in psychology/sociology and a Mas-
ter’s degree in Counseling Psychology. Her passion is working with and for 
children to have a safe and healthy childhood, so that they can grow con-
fidently into their dreams. Kristie has worked with families and children for 
over 20 years. She has received training and/or certification in Music To-
gether, Mindfulness, Conscious Discipline, MotherRead, Trauma Informed 
Care, Human Trafficking, Financial Empowerment, Domestic Violence, and 
Sexual Assault.

LORI LYNN AHRENDS, MA, Early Childhood Consultant, Green Hills 
Area Education Agency, IA
Lori Lynn, MA, is an EC PBIS trainer, has been an adjunct instructor at the 
University of Nebraska, Omaha, and Iowa Western Community College, 
has trained for High Scope, and was a certified National Early Childhood 
Teacher. Lori Lynn has written curriculum for Opportunity Education, a non-
profit organization for children in developing nations, and was a keynote 
speaker to teachers and Ministers of Education in Ghana Africa. She 
received the SW IAEYC 2014 “Friend of Young Child Award,” and is also a 
singer/songwriter for children and their families.

LAURIE ANNE ARMSTRONG, MA, Early Literacy Trainer, Arapahoe 
Libraries, CO
Laurie Anne Armstrong has been an Early Childhood Professional for over 
30 years. In that time she has worked as lead teacher, director, adjunct pro-
fessor and early literacy trainer. Her experience includes working with public 
and private preschools, an early childhood council and a library based staff 
development program. Laurie Anne’s passion is training early childhood 
professionals, with research based, hands-on methods so teachers can 
apply new strategies in their classrooms. More than ever, research points 
to the importance of the role of teachers, caregivers and parents during 
the early years, and collaborative training opportunities among community 
partners is essential.

MELISSA ARNOLD, Sales Consultant, Heutink USA, CA
Melissa Arnold has been an active supporter of quality educational pro-
grams for over 20 years. She is currently a consultant with Heutink USA/
Educo and meets with teachers to help spread the message about the ben-
efits of play-based learning. Prior to working with Heutink USA/Educo Me-
lissa was an advocate for literacy and worked for Scholastic Education for 
over eleven years. 

SPEAKERS 
(Alphabetical by last name)
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SPEAKERS

classrooms, families, and students since 1998. She is a Board Certified Be-
havior Analyst-Doctorate and earned her Doctorate from Teachers College, 
Columbia University. She is a New York State Certification Special Educa-
tion Teacher, a Certified School Administrator and a Certified District Admin-
istrator. She writes a weekly blog and has appeared in NY Parenting, NBC 
Parenting Toolkit, and many other outlets. Her book, Love Your Classroom 
Again is the quintessential guide to teach positive, realistic behaviors to our 
children.

KATHLEEN BEINING, DEd, Director of PreK4-Middle Grade 
Education, Saint Vincent College, PA
Kathleen Beining teaches early childhood and early leadership courses in 
the undergraduate and graduate programs. She serves on state level ECE 
committees and PA Key. She is ECE Club faculty adviser, SVC PreK-12th 
grade summer academic residential/day program director, coordinates a 
community service project involving over 100 SVC education students, sup-
porting county children in need. She is a faculty fellow of the Fred Rogers 
Center, Rogers Scholars Advisory Board, and Neighborhood Music Visit 
Project Manager. Her research interest is empathy.

JULIE BLAIR, MED, MSD Program Lead (Special Education), Council 
for Exceptional Children (CEC), AZ
Julie Blair has been in the field of education for over fifteen years. She taught 
at the secondary level for eleven years. She was a special education teacher 
working with students with learning and emotional disabilities for nine years, 
as well as a general education English teacher. Julie earned her BAE at 
Arizona State University, with a dual degree in both special education and 
general education, and later earned a Masters in Educational Leadership 
and Administration from Northern Arizona University. Currently, Julie is an 
Assistant Director of Academic Programs and an Assistant Professor for the 
College of Education and working to complete her EdD in the area of Orga-
nizational Leadership with an Emphasis in K-12 Leadership.

LAUREN BLASZAK, Executive Director, Celebrate the Children, NJ
Lauren Blaszak is one of the Co-Founders and Executive Directors of Cel-
ebrate the Children school. Lauren has extensive experience working with 
students with Autism Spectrum Disorder and other developmental disorders 
for over 19 years. Prior to starting the school in 2004 in collaboration with 
Monica Osgood, Lauren worked as a behavioral consultant to public school 
districts in New Jersey and New York. In addition, her experience includes 
parent support and training, social skills training, supervision of home pro-
grams, supervisor of instructional teams and supporting public schools in 
learning about and integrating DIR® into the mainstream. She also works 
collaboratively with other organizations and professionals in terms of edu-
cation and research of Autism and related disorders. Her accomplishments 
include speaking engagements at national and local conferences, trainings 
monthly, as well as participation in television, radio, and newspaper inter-
views and publications. 

KATHY BOISVERT, EdD, Integrated Preschool Teacher, University of 
Massachusetts, MA
Kathy Boisvert was awarded 2016’s CEC Clarissa Hug Teacher of the Year 
Award and was recognized by President Obama at The White House Event 
to Honor Great Educators. In addition, she was awarded the 2014’s DEC 
Rose C. Engel Award for Excellence in Professional Practice. Kathy Boisvert 
received her doctorate in Health and Behavior Studies from Teachers Col-
lege, Columbia University. She has taught over 20 courses at the University 
of Massachusetts, Boston. She is also an Integrated Preschool Teacher and 
during the summer months, she is an International Educational Consultant 
for “The Hope Foundation for Autism Awareness.”

RENE BOYER, EdD, Professor Emerita of Music Education, University 
of Cincinnati’s College Conservatory of Music, NY
Rene Boyer, Professor Emerita of Music Education at the University of Cin-
cinnati’s College Conservatory of Music, is known internationally for her 
work in multicultural and urban music education. She has numerous pub-
lications, including “Out of the Mouths of Babes: Song and Poems About 
Me,” published by Archway. Rene received her BM, MM from Southern Il-
linois University, Edwardsville, Illinois, and her doctorate from Washington 

University. She has received many awards in music education and contin-
ues to travel throughout the United States and abroad to work with children 
and teachers.

SUZANNE BRACAGLIA, MSE, JASPER Consultant/Supervisor of 
Groups, New York Center for Infants and Toddlers, NY
Suzanne Bracaglia is currently the JASPER Consultant and Supervisor of 
Groups at New York Center for Infants and Toddlers. She has received inten-
sive JASPER training through UCLA (University of California-Los Angeles). 
Her interests include early childhood development and autism spectrum 
disorders. Suzanne holds a Masters degree in School Psychology.

NICOLE BRICENO, Mississippi Early Childhood Inclusion Center 
Credential Coordinator, Institute for Disability Studies, MS
Nicole Briceno is a Senior Inclusion and Evaluation Specialist at the Insti-
tute for Disability Studies. She currently serves as Special Needs Credential 
Coordinator for Early Years Network: Children with Special Needs, a col-
laborative effort throughout Mississippi that provides education, outreach, 
and services to better children, including those with special needs and their 
families. Early Years Network is a grant funded through Mississippi Depart-
ment of Human Services, Division of Early Childhood Care and Develop-
ment. In addition to her work with the Early Years Network, Nicole is an 
adjunct professor with The University of Southern Mississippi, department 
of Child and Family Studies.

SUSANNA BROCK, Education Manager, Spellbound Theatre, NY
Susanna is a theater artist, drama teacher and music teacher who is cur-
rently the Education Manager at Spellbound Theatre. Spellbound Theatre 
produces plays for audiences ages 0–5 and conduct education programs 
and community events for families with young children. Spellbound’s unique 
practices centered around storytelling, puppetry and creative play reaches 
children and families but also teachers and administrators through their 
professional development program which Susanna helps to run. Susanna’s 
upbringing in Sweden has formed her holistic and child centered approach 
to early childhood education. She holds a BFA in jazz singing from The 
City College of New York and in addition to her work with Spellbound she 
teaches early childhood music classes in different settings around the city.

CARMEN SHERRY BROWN, EdD, Assistant Professor, Hunter 
College—CUNY, NY
Dr. Carmen Sherry Brown is an Assistant Professor of Early Childhood Edu-
cation at Hunter College, City University of New York (CUNY). Dr. Brown has 
extensive experience in the field as a classroom teacher, literacy coach, su-
pervisor and professional development facilitator. She earned her Doctorate 
from the University at Buffalo, State University of New York (SUNY) in ele-
mentary education with a specialization in early childhood education. Cur-
rently, she teaches undergraduate and graduate courses in early language 
and literacy, early childhood mathematics, and the integrated seminar in 
early childhood in which graduate students complete their Master’s thesis.

LISA BRUNO, OTD, OTR, Related Services Coordinator, Celebrate the 
Children , NJ
Lisa Bruno, OTD, OTR is a licensed Occupational Therapist with 15 years 
of clinical experience. She graduated from the University of Delaware with 
a B.A. in Biology and earned a Master’s of Science degree in Occupational 
Therapy from Seton Hall University in 2001. In May of 2015 she graduated 
from Misericordia University with a Doctorate in Occupational Therapy. She 
is SIPT (Sensory Integration & Praxis Test) certified and has experience in 
performing evaluations involving visual spatial, fine motor, and gross motor 
skills.

JACLYN BURTON, Intake Coordinator, Rochester Center for 
Children, MN 
Jaclyn has been in the field of education since 2006. She graduated from 
Bethel University with a degree in Elementary Education, and is currently 
pursuing my Master’s Degree in Special Education. For the past 10 years 
she has worked at the Rochester Center for Children. RCC is a center-based 
ABA (Applied Behavior Analysis) program that provides one-on-one therapy 
for children with Autism Spectrum Disorder. Her primary roles consist of 
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ment Award for Children’s Literature (Non-Fiction). Her short stories, articles 
and book reviews have appeared in various anthologies, newspapers and 
magazines. Aleesah travels internationally delivering talks and workshops 
at schools, libraries and literary festivals and conferences, teaching both 
adults and children the joy of books and of writing.

SAUNDRA DAY, Principal, Early Intervention- Stanislaus County 
Office of Education, CA
Saundra Day earned her Administrative Credential in 2006. She has devoted 
sixteen years serving as an ambassador for Special Education families and 
students as a paraeducator, teacher, and administrator. For the past five 
years, Saundra has served as Principal of a comprehensive school site for 
early intervention students, and continues to pave new paths for learning 
opportunities while implementing educational best practices. She has been 
recognized by her colleagues and peers at Stanislaus County Office of Edu-
cation and has received the division’s most recognized award as “Bridge 
Builder of the Year” in two consecutive years.

JANA DIAMOND, MSEd, SpEd, BCBA, Sr. Director of Autism and 
Educational Services, TheraCare, NY
Jana Diamond, MSEd, SpEd, is a licensed and board-certified behavior 
analyst (BCBA), dually certified in Special Education and Early Childhood 
Education. Jana Diamond is the Sr. Director of Autism and Educational Ser-
vices at TheraCare. Since 2001 she has worked with children diagnosed 
with autism and challenging behaviors. She specializes in Early Intervention 
and Preschool services, training staff, creating behavior intervention plans 
for children with high needs and curriculum planning. Jana has had many 
years implementing and working with staff on family centered best practices 
in Early Intervention. She is well-versed on behavior modification strategies 
and Applied Behavior Analysis methodologies.

DANIELLE DIECKMANN, PT, DPT, PT Team Leader, Celebrate the 
Children , NJ
Danielle Dieckmann, PT, DPT is a licensed Physical Therapist by the New 
Jersey State Board of Physical Therapy. She has over 11 years of clinical ex-
perience working with children with congenital and developmental delays. 
Danielle graduated from Northeastern University with a Bachelors of Sci-
ence in Rehabilitation Science and a Doctorate in Physical Therapy. She 
has received training in the DIR-FCD model by Profectum Foundation and 
has attended numerous courses on reflex integration. Danielle also enjoys 
coaching athletes for Special Olympics.

MELISSA DONOFRIO, MA, BCBA, Board Certified Behavior 
Analyst, Celebrate the Children, NJ
Melissa Donofrio is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) as well 
as a certified Special Education Teacher and Preschool through Grade 
3 Teacher. She is the owner and Clinical Director of Partners in Develop-
ment, LLC. She has been working with children with developmental dis-
abilities since 2000, and began her career at Teachers College, Columbia 
University. Melissa has experience as an ABA classroom teacher and as a 
district-based BCBA as well as focused her work in collaborative Early In-
tervention programs and providing home/community based ABA/VB ser-
vices for learners through 21. She is formally trained in PROMPT, PECS, 
and American Sign Language.

MARILENA DRAKOPOULOU, MSED, Director of ABA Services,  
Los Niños Services, NY
Marilena has been working in the field of Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) 
since 1996. Since that time having held a variety of positions until moving 
to Los Ninos in 2010 as the ABA Clinical Supervisor and later as Director 
of ABA services. She has serviced children across all boroughs ranging in 
ages from 1–21, and a variety of cultural backgrounds. Marilena received 
my master’s degree in Special Education from Long Island University (C.W 
Post). She later went on to completing required course work for my BCBA at 
Hunter College and currently waiting to take the BCBA exam. Marilena has 
presented on the topic of ABA for several local conferences and is a member 
of multiple professional organizations that are devoted to the advancement 
of Applied Behavior Analysis.

helping families enroll in our program, and program management for each 
child. Additionally, Jaclyn works with families and other providers in the 
Rochester area to assist in transition plans for children and provide training 
as needed. She is grateful to be able to work with the children and families 
at the center and in the community each day.

SARAH CARPENTER, MDEHS, Preschool Teacher, Sunshine Cottage 
School for Deaf Children, TX
Sarah Carpenter received a Bachelor’s of Science in Special Education from 
the University of Texas San Antonio and a Master’s Degree in Deaf Edu-
cation and Hearing Sciences from the University of Texas Health Science 
Center San Antonio. She has 8 years of teaching experience at Sunshine 
Cottage School for Deaf Children. Sarah has been a Preschool lead teacher 
and mentor to novice teachers and graduate students. Sarah is studying for 
her certification as a Listening and Spoken Language Specialist. She enjoys 
sharing her knowledge and experiences with teaching young children as 
she has co-presented for numerous workshops and webinars.

ELISA CHREM, MS, CCC-SLP, MEd, Adjunct Professor, Imagine 
Academy for Autism, NY
Elisa Chrem holds a Masters Degree in Speech Language Pathology and in 
Educational Leadership. She is a member of the Profectum Foundation and 
is committed to infusing the DIR model at the Imagine Academy as well as in 
her private practice. Elisa has extensive training and experience in Augmen-
tative Alternative Communication. She has worked with children with autism 
through Early Intervention, in Preschools and K-12 School Settings. She is 
trained in Applied Behavioral Analysis, DIR- Developmental Individualized 
Relationship Based Therapy, Visual Cognitive Therapy, PROMPT and the 
Lindamood Bell Programs. She is an Adjunct Professor at Daemen College.

KRISTIN CODY, Teacher of Students with Disabilities, The Phoenix 
Center, NJ
Kristin is a K-3 Special Education teacher at The Phoenix Center, a private, 
non-profit school in Nutley, New Jersey. This school serves students ages 
5-21 with autism and other developmental disabilities. She holds an Educa-
tional Certificate in DIR and assists in integrating the DIR approach into the 
classroom. Kristin is currently attending The Graduate School at Montclair 
State University for a Masters in Reading. In addition, Kristin works privately 
with elementary students providing enrichment activities in creative writing 
and reading.

TORI CONICELLO-EMERY, MA, MT-BC, Conference Presenter, 
Music Together LLC, NJ
Tori is a board certified music therapist. She has worked with children and 
families her entire career. Her experience includes the pediatric hospital 
and community-based services. Tori is a Music Together teacher and Music 
Together Within Therapy® provider of services in an outpatient clinic of a 
children’s hospital. 

MARISSA CURRY, MA, Director of the Early Childhood Program, The 
Diller-Quaile School of Music, NY
Marissa Curry is the Director of the Early Childhood Program at The Diller-
Quaile School of Music. She holds a BM from NYU and M.A. in Music Ed-
ucation, K-12 certification from Teachers College Columbia University. At 
Teachers College Marissa was awarded the Arthur Zankel Fellowship. She 
taught at Success Charter Network, originating a general music and choral 
program (K-4 ), and organized professional development experiences for 
music teachers across seven Success schools. She does this at Diller-
Quaile, and also teaches music classes for EC daycare providers. Marissa 
is Kodaly Level 1 Certificated from NYU and has studied Dalcroze and Orff 
approaches.

ALEESAH DARLISON, Author, Society of Children’s Book Writers 
and Illustrators (SCBWI), Australia
Aleesah Darlison is a multi-published, award-winning Australian author. 
She has published thirty-five books for children and young adults includ-
ing picture books, chapter books, novels and series in the contemporary 
fiction and fantasy genres. Aleesah has won numerous awards for her writ-
ing including an Australian Society of Authors mentorship and the Environ-
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MEGHAN DUFFY, MA, CCC-SLP, Clinical Supervisor, Theracare, NY
Meghan Duffy, MA, CCC-SLP, received her Bachelor of Science in Com-
munication Disorders from the SUNY Geneseo, and completed her Master 
of Arts in Speech-Language Pathology at University of Buffalo. She did her 
clinical fellowship with TheraCare in early intervention and has worked in 
a variety of clinic environments to date. Meghan is passionate about part-
nering with families, and working to empower them to support their child’s 
individual needs. Meghan has expertise in using family centered embedded 
coaching models, and working with children who have a range of speech-
language and feeding needs, including medically complex or multiple 
needs children.

KISHA EDWARDS-GANDSY, Co-Founder, NY City Explorers, NY
Kisha Edwards-Gandsy is a presenter, author and successful entrepre-
neur. She is the Co-Founder of NY City Explorers Group and the soon to 
open Portland Explorers Academy, a collective of family-focused childcare 
companies. For the past ten years, she has led her companies to marked 
growth which include the founding of NY City Explorers Academy, a private 
preschool located in the historic Brooklyn Friends Meeting House; Back-
packs & Binoculars, a discovery and travel-based school-aged camp and 
afterschool program; and Bag-of-Tricks Babysitting, an in-home and special 
event sitting agency. She is a member of The Brooklyn Chamber of Com-
merce, The National Association for the Education of Young Children, and 
The Society of Children’s Book Writers & Illustrators. Originally from rural 
Pelzer, SC, this presenter moved to NYC to study Dramatic Writing at NYU’s 
Tisch School of the Arts, and now resides in Brooklyn, NY.

DIANE ELDRIDGE, RN, Certified Occupational Therapist Assistant, 
Handwriting Without Tears, VA
Diane Eldridge has provided therapy as a certified occupational therapy as-
sistant to children in the Virginia public school system for over fifteen years. 
She earned a degree as a certified occupational therapist from Madison 
Area Technical College and a degree as a registered nurse. She is currently 
working as a registered nurse and tutoring children privately for handwriting 
remediation. Diane is a National Presenter for Handwriting Without Tears 
and is responsible for presentations at national and state educational con-
ferences, local schools and districts to share her expertise in the fields of 
writing readiness, early literacy, penmanship and remediation.

ELIZABETH M. ELLIOTT, PhD, Professor of Early Childhood 
Education, Florida Gulf Coast University, FL
Elizabeth M. Elliott is a Professor of Early Childhood Education at Florida 
Gulf Coast University (FGCU). She is an expert in the field of early childhood 
education through her publications and presentations with particular inter-
est in leadership training, teacher preparation, and emergent literacy. Eliza-
beth conducts leadership trainings and workshops on a variety of topics 
including, leadership development, professionalism, virtual and distance 
learning. During her tenure in education, she has presented at the inter-
national, national, state, and local levels on many educational issues. She 
has been a public school teacher and currently is the Director of the Family 
Resource Center at FGCU, the Educational Research Center for Child Devel-
opment Lab School, an NAEYC accredited center.

MICHAEL WILLIAM FIGUEROA, MS, Early Learning Coach, Seattle 
Department of Education and Early Learning (DEEL)—Quality Practice 
Professional Development (QPPD) Unit, WA
Michael William Figueroa has been working with children and teachers for 
over 20 years. He began his formal education career in Seattle working with 
the Early Childhood Educations Assistance Program (ECEAP), preschools 
and K-5 programs. As a teacher, Michael was fortunate to have wonder-
ful coaches that helped with his educational / pedagogical leadership and 
assisted him in furthering his education to receive a Master’s degree and 
teaching certificate with a P-3 endorsement. Michael’s hope is to create 
partnerships with the teachers, and assist them in reaching their goals for 
themselves and their students.

FRAIDA FLAISHMAN, MA, OTR, Therapy Supervisor, Smartbaby Inc., NY
Fraida Flaishman MA, OTR, graduated from NYU in 1995 with an MA in 
Occupational Therapy. Fraida works as the therapy supervisor at The Yal-

deinu School, runs a private practice, and lectures for the Touro College OT 
program. Fraida provides school consultation and conferences, conducts 
evaluations and provides treatment planning for families. Fraida is the cre-
ator of the DVD Child Development series “Baby Instructions” illustrating ap-
propriate stimulation for infant and toddler Development. Current research 
includes the effects of a reflex integration program on school age children. 
Fraida is a PhD candidate focusing on Health Services/Administration, and 
rare genetic disorders.

GILBERT FOLEY, EdD, Consulting Clinical Director, NY Center for 
Child Development, NY
Gil Foley, EdD, a psychologist and educator, is Consulting Clinical Director, 
NY Center for Child Development and Consulting Psychologist and faculty of 
Profectum and the Institute for Parenting at Adelphi University. He is a retired 
tenured faculty member from the Ferkauf Graduate School of Psychology of 
Yeshiva University. Dr. Foley authored the “Cognitive Observation Guide,” 
“The Supportive Play Model,” the “Loss-Grief Model” and co-authored with 
Dr. Jane Hochman, “Mental Health in Early Intervention: Achieving Unity in 
Principles and Practice,” as well as many other publications. He has worked 
in just about every service delivery model for young children and lectures 
widely nationally and internationally.

LEIGH FOX, MLIS, Assistant Manager, Brooklyn Public Library, NY
Leigh Fox has worked in the Youth Services departments of public libraries 
for eleven years. Originally hailing from libraries on the West Coast of Flor-
ida, she has also worked at the Washington D.C Public Library before ending 
up in New York City. Leigh is currently the Assistant Manager at the Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central Youth Wing, where you will often find her conducting 
first five years programs (with her favorite fish puppet) for babies, toddlers, 
and preschoolers. She is interested in incorporating children’s literature, art, 
storytelling, music, puppetry, crafting and early childhood education into 
library early literacy programs.

JUDY FUHRMAN, MS, Speech Language Pathologist, Riverside 
Unified School District, CA
Judy Fuhrman is a licensed speech-language pathologist with varied thera-
peutic experience including rehabilitative, clinical, itinerant, and classroom 
settings. Her expertise is in higher order language function and its relation-
ship to literacy. Judy has presented at state, national, and international 
conferences, including the U.S. Department of Education’s National Com-
prehensive Literacy Institute, The European Conference on Literacy, and the 
Reading Association of Ireland. She currently works as a Staff Development 
Specialist and curriculum writer for reading and writing intervention, pre-
school to high school, in Riverside, California, USA.

ROCIO GALARZA, MA, Assistant Vice President, Sesame Workshop, NY
Rocio Galarza serves as Assistant Vice President, Community Engagement 
for Sesame Workshop. Rocio manages the development of educational 
content and research for a range of multimedia projects, including initiatives 
addressing the needs of military families during complex transitions, those 
providing strategies to promote early language development, and engag-
ing families in emergency preparedness. As an expert in early childhood 
development and the needs of young children, Rocio works with advisors 
to ensure that the content of Sesame Street’s outreach initiatives is age-
appropriate, appealing and effective in motivating families to use their ev-
eryday routines as learning moments for young children. Rocio previously 
served as the Senior Education and Research Specialist for Sesame Work-
shop’s International Research Department. She holds a Masters of Arts from 
Teacher’s College, Columbia University.

SIMA GERBER, PhD, Professor of Speech-Language Pathology in 
the Department of Linguistics and Communication Disorders, Queens 
College, NY
Sima Gerber is a Professor of Speech-Language Pathology in the Depart-
ment of Linguistics and Communication Disorders of Queens College, CUNY. 
She has over 40 years of clinical experience, specializing in the treatment of 
children with autistic spectrum disorders. Sima is on the faculty of Profectum 
and the Advisory Board of the New York Zero-to-Three Network. She has pre-
sented on the topics of language acquisition and developmental approaches 
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to language intervention. Sima has received the Distinguished Achievement 
Award from the New York State Speech-Language-Hearing Association and 
is a Fellow of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association.

LINDA GERRA, EdD, Director of Children’s Vision Programs, 
Lighthouse Guild, NY
Linda Gerra has a Master’s in Early Childhood from Wheelock College and 
a Doctorate from Teachers’ College, Columbia. She is an expert in the field 
of blindness and visual impairment, specifically the education of children 
and young adults. She is certified in Special Education, Visual Impairment 
and Blindness, and Supervision and Administration in Special Education. 
She has been an early interventionist, special education teacher, evaluator, 
program administrator, teacher trainer, and college professor in the areas of 
visual impairment, teaching, and parent involvement. Her focus is to provide 
appropriate education to children with visual impairment and blindness.

AMY GOERL, MA, BCBA, Early Childhood Special Education 
Consultant, HighScope Foundation, NJ
Amy Goerl currently consults in early childhood and special education. She 
provides consultant services to public preschool and kindergarten pro-
grams, as well as Head Start and community based child care programs na-
tionally. Services include program quality consultation, staff coaching and 
professional development workshops tailored to the client’s goal set. Fre-
quently requested topics include Embedded Intervention for Children with 
Special Needs, Including Children with Autism, Positive Behavior Support 
i and Active Learning. Currently Amy provides training for the GrowNJKids 
workforce through both Rutgers’ University and Montclair State University. 
Presentations are developed to meet the requirements of New Jersey’s 
Quality Rating Improvement System.

CINDY GOLDRICH, EdM, ACAC, Board Certified ADHD Coach, PTS 
Coaching: ADHD Education and Support, NY
Cindy Goldrich is a Board Certified ADHD Coach. She specializes in pro-
viding education, coaching and support for parents, educators and mental 
health professionals to help children with ADHD and Executive Function 
Deficits succeed at home, in school, and in life. She received her Master’s 
in Education in Counseling Psychology from Columbia University. She is 
the author of 8 Keys to Parenting Children with ADHD, based on her nation-
ally offered workshop series, Calm and Connected: Parenting Children with 
ADHD©. She provides professional development workshops and presenta-
tions nationwide.

JAMIE GOLDRING, MA, Speech and Language Pathologist, Memphis 
Jewish Community Center, TN
Jamie Goldring, an experienced teacher, has been working with children for 
more than thirty years. She earned her BA in Sociology from California State 
University and her MA in Speech Pathology from the University of Memphis. 
She is the author of Discover ME, Teaching Children Self-Control, and Tools 
and Techniques for Teaching Children Self-Control. These resource books, 
for teachers and parents, are designed to teach children the skills and strat-
egies they need to control their impulses. Jamie is also the author of I Be-
lieve, a children’s storybook and CD and three posters: Peace, Believe, and 
Self-Control.

SARAH GRANTANO, MA, Assistant Superintendent, Stanislaus 
County Office of Education, CA
With over 22 years of experience in education, Sarah began her career in 
early childhood education and now as the assistant superintendent of spe-
cial education and health services for Stanislaus county Office of Education. 
She is dedicated to pioneering ways to provide successful, meaningful and 
supportive educational practices for all children. She was awarded “Special 
Education Administrator of the Year” by the Association of California Admin-
istrators (ACSA), region VII, was also honored by Soroptimist International 
of Modesto as a “Woman of Distinction” and received a “Career Professional 
Service” award from Delta Kappa Gamma.

DONNA GROVER, El. Ed, Education Support Specialist, Goddard 
Systems, Inc, NJ
Donna has been in the field of Early Childhood for more that 25 years. She 
has taught at all levels from infants through Pre-K, but has a special place in 
her heart for toddlers! She focuses most of her trainings on the toddler age 

to encourage more professionalism in the 0-3 population. She have served 
as a trainer for Goddard Systems for over 12 years, now concentrating on 
opening new schools and training new directors and teachers.

THERESA HAMLIN, EdD, Associate Executive Director, The Center 
for Discovery, NY
Theresa Hamlin, EdD, author of Autism and The Stress Effect, is the Associ-
ate Executive Director of The Center for Discovery, a New York State desig-
nated Center of Excellence in the care and treatment of children with autism 
spectrum disorders and other complex disorders. She has been designing 
and evaluating programs for children with complex disorders for more than 
30 years. Terry lectures nationally and internationally about the physical, 
mental and social development of children as they relate to health and edu-
cational practices for those with complex developmental disorders. She has 
a keen interest on the effects of chronic stress in children with complex dis-
orders, and how that stress affects learning and health.

MICHELE HAVENS, EdD, DIR Consultant, Imagine Academy, NJ 
Michele Havens is currently the DIR Consultant to the Imagine Academy, a 
school for children with ASD, utilizing DIR-Floortime and ABA. She is a full 
time Professor at Kean University in Union, NJ, and adjunct at Montclair 
State University, in Montclair, NJ. Michele works privately as an advocate for 
families of children with disabilities, and is also a speaker at numerous con-
ferences on special education, Autism and early childhood development. 
She was previously the teacher/coordinator/parent group facilitator of the 
Verona Preschool Intervention Program, a preschool disabilities program in 
Essex County, NJ.

REBECCA HERSHBERG, PhD, Director of Early Childhood, Ramapo 
for Children, NY
Rebecca Hershberg is a clinical psychologist, with degrees from the Uni-
versity of Virginia and Yale University, who specializes in early childhood 
social-emotional development and mental health. Prior to her current role 
as Director of Early Childhood at Ramapo for Children, she was an Assistant 
Professor in the Department of Pediatrics at the Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine and the Director of Training and Quality for Healthy Steps at Chil-
dren’s Hospital at Montefiore. She is also the founder of Little House Calls 
Psychological Services and a Program Affiliate of the McSilver Institute for 
Poverty Policy and Research at NYU.

PATIENCE HILL, Community Engagement Specialist, Child Care 
Aware® of America, VA
Patience is the Community Engagement Specialist for the Vroom Partner-
ship at Child Care Aware® of America (CCAoA). She has previously worked 
as a Provider Liaison Specialist and Background Check Specialist under 
National Programs at CCAOA. Patience earned a Bachelor of Business Ad-
ministration in Marketing and is currently completing the Event Management 
Certificate Program at George Washington University. Patience has experi-
ence as a business social media specialist, event planner, marketing profes-
sional and entrepreneur.

STACI HITZKE, MEd, Director of Professional Development, Kaplan 
Early Learning Company, MN
Staci Hitzke has been actively involved in the early childhood education field 
for almost 25 years. She began her career working in child care centers, 
both teaching and managing programs. After several years in centers, Staci 
transitioned into learning and development – discovering a passion for edu-
cating adults that work with young children. Today, Staci is the Director of 
Professional Development for Kaplan Early Learning Company. In this role 
she works with 40+ educational consultants and trainers to support thou-
sands of teachers and children nationwide.

LIZA MARSHALL KALI, MSHS, OTR, Occupational Therapist, 
Celebrate the Children, NJ
Liza Marshall Kali, MSHS, BS, OTR is a licensed Occupational Therapist with 
18 years of clinical experience. She graduated from Elizabethtown College 
with a degree in Occupational Therapy and received a post-professional 
Master’s Degree in movement science from Seton Hall University Graduate 
Medical School. She is an Intermediate DIR® clinician and is an active DIR® 
certification candidate through Profectum. She has extensive visual spatial 
evaluation and treatment experience.
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MARIA KODJOE, MSEd, Vice President – Behavioral Services, New 
York Center for Infants and Toddlers, NY
Maria Kodjoe is a New York State Certified Early Childhood Special Educa-
tion teacher with over 15 years of experience working with young children 
diagnosed with ASD. She started as a classroom based head teacher using 
ABA Curriculum in preschool and early intervention settings. She is now the 
Vice President of Behavioral Services at the New York Center for Infants and 
Toddlers—overseeing behaviorally based teaching for children in both early 
intervention and preschool settings. Maria oversees a team of up to 75 clini-
cians—including BCBA’s, Special Education teachers and teaching assistants 
providing autism intervention services in both home and center based settings.

ZSUZSANNA KIRALY, PhD, RYT-500, Director, Hagin School 
Consultation Centers, Fordham University, NY
Zsuzsa Kiraly, PhD, RYT-500, is a clinical professor at Fordham University 
Graduate School of Education and the director of the Hagin School Con-
sultation Centers. She is a licensed psychologist with 25 years of clinical, 
teaching, and training experience, both in school and university settings. 
Her areas of expertise include: child development; childhood learning and 
emotional disorders; and psychoeducational assessment. Zsuzanna Kiraly 
is also a certified yoga teacher and has been dedicated to integrate mind-
body practices into her work to support children’s attention capacity, self-
regulation skills, and social-emotional adjustment. She is actively involved 
in introducing yoga and mindfulness-based practices into the schools via 
the Yoga 4 Classrooms® program, of which she is a licensed trainer. Zsu-
sanna Kiraly’s work focuses on utilizing yoga and other meditative practices 
in building coping skills and solid foundations for self-development.

ANDREA KNOWLTON, Director of Early Childhood Education, Napa 
County Office of Education, CA
Andrea Knowlton has been working in the field of early childhood develop-
ment for 38 years. Her expertise is in the area of program development, early 
childhood special education, and full inclusion preschool services. For the 
past 4 years she and a team at NCOE have developed a digital early learning 
program which includes ongoing staff development and coaching, based 
on an implementation rubric developed by an interdepartmental team.

INGRID LADENDORF, MA, Early Childhood Advisor, The Diller-
Quaile School of Music, NY
Ingrid Ladendorf has a Masters degree in Music Education from Teachers 
College, Columbia University and a dual Bachelors degree in Performance 
& Music Education from Ithaca College. At The Diller-Quaile School of Music 
in Manhattan since 1996, she teaches young children through adult stu-
dents as a Teacher Training course Instructor. At FPCNS, a Reggio inspired 
preschool in Greenwich Village, Ingrid taught inclusion classes for children 
on the Autism Spectrum. She currently teaches undergraduate Music Edu-
cation students and serves as a Student Teaching Supervisor at The College 
of NJ, and directs the Joyful Noise children’s choir at NPC, in Princeton, NJ.

MARY M. LAMANTIA, Senior Director, Child Care Aware® of America, VA
Mary serves Child Care Aware® of America as Senior Director leading 
the Vroom Partnership, a Family Engagement and Outreach project. She 
earned her Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Tennessee in 
Education/early childhood and earned Associate and Master Certificates in 
Project Management from ESI International/George Washington University. 
Mary held various leadership roles: consultant, federal projects senior staff, 
distance education trainer, public television education trainer; host of audio 
and video-live broadcasts with ECPDN in the Early Head Start Distance 
Learning Series; trained infant toddler teachers in Kyrgyzstan; and private 
contractor with the Child Care and Head Start Bureaus.

STEPHANIE LESTER, MA, Educational Consultant, Antelope Valley 
College, CA
Stephanie Lester’s 35 years in education include: Preschool, Project-Based 
Learning Multiage K-1st program, Professional Development Speaker, 
author, Assistant Principal, Child and Family Education college instructor, 
Early Childhood Education Director, Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment 
Director and is currently an Educational Consultant. Stephanie believes 
that children learn best when they are excited and engaged in the learning 
process while participating in developmentally appropriate Project-Based 

activities. Stephanie has published two books: Year Round Project-Based 
Activities for STEM and Science Through the Year. Stephanie is passion-
ate about educating and motivating teachers to implement Project-Based 
Learning through science activities.

EMILY LITTLE, MA, Doctoral Candidate, University of California, San 
Diego, CA
Emily Little is a PhD candidate in developmental psychology at University of 
California, San Diego, whose research focuses on the role of infant-caregiver 
physical contact in early social and cognitive development. She has conducted 
fieldwork in Vanuatu, Bolivia, and Guatemala and published in academic jour-
nals on cross-cultural differences in childrearing practices. She has exten-
sive international outreach and education experience working as a preschool 
teacher in Thailand, designing Kangaroo Mother Care curriculums for maternal 
health centers in Guatemala, volunteering as a Babywearing Educator in San 
Diego, and contributing as a science writer for the TulaBaby blog.

JANET LONDON, MS, CCC-SLP, Speech Pathologist, Imagine 
Academy for Autism, NY
Janet London has been a practicing Speech Pathologist for over 40 years. 
She served as a Staff Developer for the NYC Dept. of Education where she 
trained speech therapists on how to better serve the speech and language 
needs of severely handicapped students with multiple physical and cogni-
tive deficits including Cerebral Palsy and Autism. She currently has a private 
practice and is a consultant for Imagine Academ. She evaluates non-verbal 
or limited verbal students for Augmentative devices and supports staff on 
how to facilitate the maximum use of those devices.

LAUREN MAPLES, Founder & Director, Bija Kids, NY
Lauren Maples is the Founder and Director of Bija, a progressive pre-
school in Brooklyn, NY. Lauren founded Bija on the belief that education 
should shape children into aware, kind, and creative global citizens. Food, 
art, sustainability, and social justice are interwoven in the daily experience 
for all Bija students. Lauren writes and speaks about nature education, 
play, mindfulness, children’s yoga, and food justice. She lives in Beacon, 
NY on a half acre homestead with her two dogs. She has trained over 300 
NYC school teachers in techniques to bring yoga and meditation into the 
classroom.

SONIA MAROTTA, Principal, English Montreal School Board, Canada
Principal at Honoré Mercier Elementary School, Sonia Marotta holds a 
Bachelor’s degree in Education and two Certificates in Educational Leader-
ship from McGill University. A passionate leader who believes students need 
to lead their learning in class and give purpose to their work. Flip Class-
room, Podcasts, and international exchange learning projects are some of 
her initiatives in her various schools. She held roles as Vice Principal, McGill 
Figure Skating Varsity Captain, Physical Educator, Italian TV sport host, 
figure skating coach and personal trainer.

JULIE MARZANO, MS, OTR/L, Occupational Therapist, Fine Motor 
Boot Camp, LLC, PA
Julie is a licensed Occupational Therapist working in a public preschool pro-
gram. She graduated from Temple University in Philadelphia, PA where she 
received her Bachelor of Science in Occupational Therapy. After graduating, 
Julie received her Master of Science from Temple University in 2004 with a 
focus in sensory integration and early intervention. She is currently enrolled 
at the University of Medical Sciences in Avondale, Arizona in their with an 
expected graduation date of 2017 with an Occupational Therapy Doctorate.

RUSTY MAY, MA, Creator of SchoolToolsTv, Bullying & School Safety 
Foundation, DE
Rusty May has a Master’s degree in school counselor, is the creator of 
SchoolToolsTv and a national teacher trainer for the Center for Teacher 
Effectiveness. She is a passionate educator who believes in unconditional 
positive regard for every student, that teaching succeeds where punish-
ment fails and that learning behaviors must be taught in order for students 
to get the most of their educational experience and for teachers to experi-
ence the satisfaction they so deeply deserve in their chosen profession. 
Rusty has made this presentation over 500 times to educators over in the 
last 12 years.
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EMILY McCARTHY, MS, CCC-SLP, Speech-Language Pathologist, 
Fine Motor Boot Camp, LLC, PA
Emily is a nationally certified and licensed, Speech-Language Pathologist in 
Pennsylvania. She graduated from Temple University in Philadelphia, PA where 
she received her Bachelor of Arts in Speech-Language-Hearing Sciences. After 
graduating, Emily received her Master of Science in Speech-Language Pathol-
ogy from LaSalle University in Philadelphia, PA. She was previously employed 
by the public school system for 12 years and is now an independent contractor.

KAREN McDOWELL, Program Coordinator, Celebrate the Children, NJ
Karen McDowell is a special needs educator with over 25 years experience 
working with the adolescent and young adult population. She is a faculty 
member of Profectum and educator at Celebrate the Children. She strives 
to implement a comprehensive and innovative developmental curriculum 
into her work that keeps the unique profiles of individuals in mind. Areas of 
interest and study include executive functioning, visual spatial processing, 
emotional regulation, and problem solving that support independence, suc-
cess, and happiness within the demands of the 21st century.

JANE MONTGOMERY, MEd, Director, Peachtree Presbyterian 
Preschool, GA
Jane Montgomery is the Director of Peachtree Presbyterian Preschool in 
Atlanta. The inclusion school has 400 children with 25 children with special 
needs. She is a member of the Pedagogical Steering Committee of Inspired 
Practices in Early Education, Inc. and Project Infinity, a research collabora-
tive. Jane was the 2007 recipient of the Dare to Dream award by Adaptive 
Learning Center for work with inclusion. She has served on The Atlanta Day 
Shelter for Women and Children Board and developed a program for home-
less children. She is currently enrolled in Harvard Graduate School in the 
Certificate in Advanced Leadership program.

CAROLINE MOORE, MA, Summer Music Study Program Director, 
The Diller-Quaile School of Music, NY
Caroline Moore is the Summer Music Study Program Director, an Early 
Childhood Advisor, and the EC Preschool Music and Art June Program 
Director at The Diller-Quaile School of Music. Caroline is also the Execu-
tive Director and Chief Facilitator of Moore Arts Collaborative, LLC, which 
provides music lessons, classes, teacher training, and support for schools, 
preschools, day care centers, and arts organizations. Caroline holds a BA 
from New York University’s Gallatin School, an MA in Music and Music Edu-
cation from Teachers College at Columbia University, and is currently a PhD 
Candidate in Music and Human Learning at UT Austin. 

HEATHER MONROE-OSSI, EdD, Associate Director for Program 
Development & Administration, Florida Institute of Education at the 
University of North Florida, FL
Heather Monroe-Ossi has a passion for innovative technology integration 
and a practical classroom mindset that drives her research interests in early 
childhood teaching and learning. Her professional focus includes collabo-
rating with community partners focused on improving academic outcomes 
for at-risk students and their families. She enjoys partnering with fellow re-
searchers and educators to develop, field-test, and implement innovative 
professional learning initiatives for early childhood educators to improve 
instructional practice using a variety of technological tools and research-
based instructional strategies.

HENI MOZES, MS, Supervisor of the Lakewood Public Preschool 
Programs, Lakewood Public School District, NJ
Heni Mozes is the Supervisor of the Lakewood Public Preschool Programs, 
which services approximately 400 preschool students including 125 with 
IEPs. Working within the framework of a public school system, she has de-
signed and supported programs to meet a range of students with a variety 
of intervention styles, including DIR and ABA. She is passionate about early 
childhood education and advocates for all children to have the opportunity 
to enjoy a high quality preschool experience. Prior to being an administrator, 
Heni was a preschool teacher in both special education and general educa-
tion settings and remains a preschool teacher at heart.

MARISA NEESON, MEd, North Penn School District Preschool 
Outreach Coordinator; North Penn School District, PA
Marisa has been in the field of education since her 1993 graduation with a 

degree in elementary and early childhood education. Beginning her career 
teaching in an urban district, Marisa taught science and ELA. After earning 
a MED in elementary education with a focus on family engagement, Marisa 
expanded her career to include adult education teaching CPE courses for 
educators and workshops for families. This is her fourth year as the Pre-
school Outreach Coordinator for the NPSD. The primary focus of Marisa’s 
job is to build the bridge between the school district and the preschools in 
order to best prepare our earliest learners for success.

BARBARA NEMKO, PhD, Napa County Superintendent of Schools, 
Napa County Office of Education, CA
Barbara Nemko has been Napa County Superintendent of Schools since 
1997. She served on the Transition and Technology Task Forces for Califor-
nia’s State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and previous State com-
mittees including the Master Plan. She was named Legislative Advocate for 
CUE in 2012 and Public Policy Advocate for ISTE in 2014. Barbara’s career 
began at P.S. 13 in Elmhurst, Queens. After moving to California and earning 
her PhD from Berkeley in 1981, she worked at UC Davis evaluating pilot pro-
grams for the California Department of Education. She is passionate about 
implementing the digital transition and closing the achievement gap.

TIFFANY OHLSON, PhD, Reserch Fellow for Early Learning and 
Literacy, Florida Institute of Education at the University of North 
Florida, FL
Tiffany Ohlson, Research Fellow for Early Learning and Literacy, PhD, 
Florida Institute of Education at the University of North Florida. She has ex-
tensive experience in K-12 public education, professional learning, school 
improvement, and educational reform. Tiffany has a strong background in 
curriculum and instruction related to literacy with a concentration in stu-
dents’ comprehension of informational text. Her current research focuses 
on the integration of iPads, Web 2.0 tools, and informational texts into early 
childhood literacy instruction.

BARB O’NEILL, EdD, Consultant, Barb O’Neill Consulting, CA
Barb O’Neill, EdD helps teachers transform children’s use of challenging be-
havior using a unique theater-arts based methodology. She has previously 
worked as a preschool teacher, a special education teacher, and an early 
childhood professor. She has studied and written about the use of improv-
based play support and the theater arts as tools to promote the inclusion of 
children with disabilities and prevent children’s use of challenging behavior. 
You can find her at www.barboneill.net.

MONICA G. OSGOOD, Executive Director, Profectum, NJ
Monica has worked in homes, therapy centers, and private and public 
school settings for over 20 years. Her experience has included assessment 
and the development of intervention programs, curriculum and IEP develop-
ment, and parent and professional training. In 1998 Monica created the first 
public school program with the DIR approach as the core philosophy and 
in 2004 co-founded the Celebrate the Children School (CTC) in Denville, 
NJ. Additional accomplishments include many speaking engagements at 
conferences and participation in television, radio and newspaper interviews 
across the USA, Wales, Ireland and Amsterdam. Monica and    CTC were fea-
tured in a TIME Magazine cover story in May of 2006.

MICHELE PARKINS, MS, OT, Occupational Therapist, STAR Institute, NJ 
Michele Parkins is an occupational therapist and Director of Great Kids 
Place in Rockaway,NJ, specializing in working with children with sensory 
processing disorder and autism. Michele has been using and teaching the 
DIR model for over ten years. She is a fellow of Dr. Lucy Jane Miller and fac-
ulty of both Profectum Academy and the Sensory Treatment and Research 
Institute. She co-developed Connect Experience Write®, using music and 
movement to teach letter formation and pre-writing skills. Michele is pas-
sionate about working with families and other therapists and she continues 
to do so as a clinician and educator.

KEITH L. PENTZ, MA, National Early Childhood Specialist, Kaplan 
Early Learning Company, FL
Keith L. Pentz, National Early Childhood Specialist for Kaplan Early Learn-
ing Company, has been in the field of education for more than 35 years. 
Keith began his career by working in childcare with infants and toddlers, 
taught elementary students as well as Kindergarten, and then taught Pre-
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Kindergarten. Following his experiences in the classroom, Keith moved on 
to teach at the University of Central Florida in Orlando, Florida, and he also 
was an Assistant Professor of Early Childhood Education at Gordon College 
in Wenham, Massachusetts, before beginning his career as a consultant.

LISA POELLE, MA, Child Care Consultant, Pacific Kid, NY
Lisa Poelle has more than thirty years of experience in early childhood 
education and child care consultation, having provided training and technical 
assistance to far more than a hundred ECE programs. Nationally, she is a 
frequent featured speaker and a professional development trainer on multiple 
topics. She has worked as a college professor, parent educator, preschool 
teacher, student teacher supervisor, and classroom/playground designer. She 
offers customized consultation on managing challenging behaviors, making 
environmental improvements, curriculum, etc. Lisa Poelle has degrees in 
Early Childhood Education and Human Development. She is the author of 
The Biting Solution. Her website is www.stopthefightingandbiting.com.

DANIEL POSNER, MD, Assistant Professor of Clinical Psychiatry, 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mt Sinai Hospital, NY
Daniel Posner, MD, is an Assistant Professor of Clinical Psychiatry in the 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mt Sinai Hospital where he divides his time 
between research, private practice and teaching in the department of psy-
chiatry at Mt-Sinai-St-Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital Center. His areas of exper-
tise include psychodynamic psychiatry, the integration of neuro-science 
and psychotherapy in psychiatric residency training and, more recently, the 
importance of embodied cognition and movement approaches in the treat-
ment of childhood psychiatric conditions including the Waldon Approach for 
children with neuro-developmental disorders.

ROBIN PROTHRO, MS, OTR/L, Pediatric Occupational Therapist, 
Clarendon School District 2, SC
Robin Prothro, MS, OTR/L is a Pediatric Occupational Therapist with ten 
years experience. She graduated from the Medical University of South Caro-
lina with a Master of Science in Rehabilitation Science in Occupational Ther-
apy. She has been a school-based occupational therapist for the past eight 
years, specializing in developmental delays, sensory integration, ADHD, 
learning disabilities, and handwriting. She has been presenting locally and 
nationally, for the past eight years, on various topics such as fine motor 
skills, handwriting, sensory integration, and motor skills and academics.

CYNTHIA RAINBOW, MS, ED, Elementary Educator, The Rainbow Affect, NY
Cynthia Rainbow is an elementary educator who began teaching 15 years 
ago in East Orange, New Jersey and transitioned to NYC where she cur-
rently teaches. Cynthia’s area of expertise is in classroom management 
and creating a culture in her classroom that boosts her students’ self-worth 
barometers and eliminates challenging behavior. Her teaching degrees are 
from SUNY Cortland and Adelphi University. Cynthia also has a certification 
in TCI-Therapeutic Crisis Intervention. She was a semi-finalist for the Big 
Apple Award in New York City. Cynthia’s website, The Rainbow Affect, is 
filled with behavioral resources and techniques for teachers.

PATTY RANDALL, Director of Educational Practices, Peachtree 
Presbyterian Preschool, GA
Patty Randall has taught elementary school and preschool and is currently 
serving as the Co-Director Of Educational Practices in a large Atlanta pre-
school. The presenter has been instrumental in the formation of a peda-
gogical leadership team at her current school. She has completed over 300 
hours of professional development in the past two years and most recently 
has participated in four Reggio Children Study Tours to Reggio Emilia. She 
serves on the Pedagogical Steering Committee of Inspired Practices in 
Early Education, Inc. The presenter has developed a program utilizing video 
as a tool for teachers to assess their language in the classroom and devel-
opmentally appropriate practices. Patty has used collaborative professional 
development to analyze the values of family engagement which resulted in 
a comprehensive plan for her school.

CLAUDIA REBOLLEDO, Nationally Endorsed Cultural Competence 
Trainer, Guilford Child Development Regional Child Care Resource 
and Referral, NC
Claudia has over 16 years’ experience in the field of ECE. She has been 
recognized twice as the Notable Latina of the Triad; RttT ELC in Cultural 

Competence, is certified trainer FCCH Pre-Licensing, Improving the Qual-
ity of Child Care Programs through Coaching, certified Interpreter. She 
also serves as the co-chair of Professional Development workgroup for the 
NC Diversity in Leadership Alliance. Her memberships include: NAEYC, 
AmeriCorps, NC Association of Hispanic Professionals, North Carolina So-
ciety of Hispanic Professionals. She holds an AAS in ECE /Teaching from 
Stanly Community College and a BA in Psychology from Kaplan University.

MICHELLE REHSE, MA, Early Elementary Teacher, Celebrate the 
Children, NJ
Michelle Rehse is presently an early elementary teacher at the Celebrate the 
Children: A School for Children with Alternative Learning Styles in Denville, 
New Jersey. She has taught the past seventeen years in both public and 
private schools, where she has implemented the Developmental Individual 
Relationship-based model that was developed by Drs. Stanley Greenspan 
and Serena Weider.

SHULAMIT RITBLATT, PhD, Professor in Child & Family 
Development Department, San Diego State University, CA
Shulamit Ritblatt is Professor in Child & Family Development Department, 
at San Diego State University. She received her PhD in Child and Family 
Development from Florida State University in 1993. Prior to coming to the 
USA, she worked as a clinical child psychologist in Israel after completion 
of her master’s in Clinical Child Psychology in Tel Aviv University. She is an 
expert in early childhood social emotional development with the focus on 
early childhood mental health and learning readiness.

CHRISTOPHER ROSADO, MS, BCBA, Board Certified Behavior 
Analyst, Quality Behavioral Solutions (QBS), RI
Christopher Rosado, MS, BCBA, is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst from 
Providence, Rhode Island. He is a Master Trainer at QBS where he trains be-
havior safety programs (Safety-Care) to various organization serving individu-
als that engage in challenging behavior across the United States and Canada. 
He’s had the opportunity to work with school, residential, homebased, and 
summer camp programs for individuals with challenging behavior. His cur-
rent areas of interest include behavior skills training, functional assessment 
methodologies, and the use of technology to enhance behavior interventions.

JENNA RIST, Teacher, Bing Nursery School at Stanford University, CA
Jenna Rist is a teacher at Bing Nursery School, the laboratory school for 
the Stanford University School of Humanities and Sciences, working with 
two- to five-year-olds. In addition, she is currently completing her MA in 
Interdisciplinary Education with a focus on Curriculum and Instruction at 
Santa Clara University. Jenna’s passions lie in learning through play, inclu-
sive teaching of children with special needs and behavioral challenges, as 
well as in parent and educator outreach in her community.

FROMA P. ROTH, PhD, CCC-SLP, Professor Emeritus, University of 
Maryland, Department of Hearing and Speech Sciences, MD
Professor Froma P. Roth, Professor Emeritus, University of Maryland, College 
Park, is a Board Certified Specialist in Child Language and member of the 
National Joint Council on Learning Disabilities. Her many publications em-
phasize issues related to treatment of language and emergent literacy in early 
childhood She co-authors: Treatment Resource Manual for Speech-Language 
Pathology (5th edition, 2016), a basic textbook on speech and language inter-
vention and lead author of PASS (Promoting Awareness of Speech Sounds), a 
research-supported phonological awareness curriculum for young learners. 
Professor Roth also is lead author of two instructional volumes of RTI in Action 
published by the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association.

NANCY ROWE, MS, Audiologist, NeuroNet Learning, FL
NeuroNet Learning was developed by Nancy Rowe, an audiologist with over 
30 years of clinical and research experience in the use of hearing and bal-
ance to bring learning enrichment to the classroom.  She has been a fea-
tured speaker at educational and brain-based learning conferences in cities 
throughout the U.S., as well as, in Europe, Nepal, and Central and South 
America.  The Classroom Enrichment programs, which she developed, are 
now being used in schools and learning centers in more than 20 different 
countries around the world. She currently maintains a private practice in 
Fort Lauderdale, FL.
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in the field of education as a teacher, tutor, and caregiver. Her goal is to make 
sure that every child is receiving the best education possible. She earned a 
doctorate in Elementary and Early Childhood Education from Rutgers Uni-
versity, a masters in Educational Leadership with a principal certification as 
well as a preschool through grade three teaching certification from The Col-
lege of New Jersey, and a bachelors in English and American Studies from 
Rider University. She is a certified principal, preschool through grade three 
teacher, kindergarten through grade eight teacher, and preschool/daycare 
director in New Jersey.

REBECCA SCHMITT, MA, ED, Early Childhood Teacher, Sunshine 
Cottage School for Deaf Children, TX
Rebecca Schmitt received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Speech Commu-
nications from the University of Wisconsin and a Masters in Deaf Educa-
tion from Eastern Michigan University. She received her certification as 
a Listening and Spoken Language Specialist in July 2009. Rebecca has 
over 25 years of teaching experience in public and private school settings 
in Arizona, Minnesota, and Texas. She’s been an early childhood teacher 
at Sunshine Cottage since 1996. Her expertise in the field of deaf educa-
tion has been shared with professionals at numerous state workshops, 
university graduate programs, and as a mentor to graduate students and 
novice teachers.

KENNETH SHERMAN, Early Childhood Early Specialist/Teacher, 
HighScope Educational Research Foundation, MI
Kenneth is an early childhood specialist/teacher. He has a Bachelor’s of Arts 
degree in Sociology and Associates of Arts degree in Child Development. 
Kenneth has several years of experience facilitating workshops at local, 
state, national, and international conferences in addition to developing cus-
tomized trainings for teachers. In addition he has over 24 years of teaching 
young children in a preschool setting, has been a center director, mentor 
teacher, coach, and trainer. He has also facilitated online courses covering 
a variety of topics. He has 24 years of experience working with children 
ranging in ages two years through school-aged in a variety of roles including 
teacher, master teacher, program director, and center director.

DOROTHY SIEGEL, MPA, Co-Director of the NYU ASD Nest Support 
Project, New York University, NY
For the past fifteen years, Dorothy’s work at NYU has focused on a col-
laboration with the NYC Department of Education and with Professor Shirley 
Cohen of Hunter College to develop, implement and replicate the ASD Nest 
Program, an inclusion program for higher functioning children with autism 
spectrum disorders. This year the ASD Nest Program is serving 1,100 chil-
dren on the autism spectrum in 39 New York City public elementary, middle 
and high schools across all five boroughs.

SUSAN SMITH-FOLEY, MPA, OTR, Occupational Therapist, 
Lakewood Public School District, NJ
Susan is an Occupational Therapist who holds extensive clinical expertise 
in school-based practice. She is currently providing DIR Consultation Ser-
vices to the Lakewood Public School District. Susan holds a BS degree 
in Occupational Therapy from Kean University and a MPA degree from 
Seton Hall University. She is presently pursuing a post-professional doc-
toral degree (OTD) in Occupational Therapy at The University of Kansas 
Medical Center. Susan is Certified to Administer and Interpret the Sensory 
Integration and Praxis Tests and is DIR® / Floortime Certified. She is an 
Associate Faculty member of Profectum Academy and a member of its OT 
working group.

WALTER SOLOMON, MA, Cantab, Jerusalem Waldon Center, Israel
Walter Solomon is father of Robert who at age two was diagnosed remote, 
backward and with challenging behavior. Thanks to weekly lessons with 
neurologist Geoffrey Waldon backed by daily lessons with his mother, he 
is now a web developer and married with two typically developing daugh-
ters. Solomon is author; practitioner and trainer at the Feuerstein Institute 
and Princess Basma School in Jerusalem, and international lecturer having 
lead workshops in Italy, Germany and the USA. He has opened the Waldon 
Center in Jerusalem and is Chief Investigator for a study on the Waldon Ap-
proach at the Princess Basma School.

STACY RUCKER, MED, MS, Program Lead (Early Childhood), Grand 
Canyon University in Early Childhood Programs, AZ
Stacy received her Bachelor’s degree from Southwest Missouri State 
University in Early Childhood education and her Master’s degree from 
Northern Arizona University. She’s certified in Early Childhood Education 
and is also a K-12 Reading Specialist. She spent 10 years teaching in pre-k 
through third grade classrooms in the public school setting. For the last 
two years, she has been a Subject Matter Expert and an adjunct for Grand 
Canyon University in Early Childhood programs, and has worked on the 
Curriculum Design and Development team writing programs and courses 
for multiple colleges within the University.

ZINA RUTKIN, PhD, Director of Competent Kids, Caring Communities 
(CKCC), Ackerman Institute for the Family, NY
Zina Rutkin is the Director of Competent Kids, Caring Communities (CKCC), 
Ackerman Institute for the Family’s social-emotional learning program, 
having worked closely with the late Dr. Marcia Stern, CKCC’s founder. She 
holds a master’s degree in special education from Lesley College, a doc-
toral degree in psychology from Case Western Reserve University, and a 
certificate in Family Studies from Minuchin Center for the Family. Dr. Rutkin 
has consulted with early childhood centers, mental health organizations, 
and social service agencies for over 25 years.

BRADY RYMER, Children’s Recording Artist, Bumblin’ Bee Records, NY
For nearly 20 years, two-time GRAMMY nominee Brady Rymer has brought 
his unique brand of joyful, rootsy rock ‘n’ roll to children and families across 
the country, visiting schools, libraries, village greens and concert halls with 
his band, the Little Band That Could. His trademark smile lights up his live 
performances and shines brightly in his eight award-winning albums, ex-
pressing the joy he finds in bringing families and communities together with 
his music. Brady’s inspiration is the spirit of youth—children growing, dis-
covering and expressing themselves.

JONATHAN SAILER, MA, Ed, Owner & Director, Rochester Center for 
Autism, MN
Jonathan has worked in the field of education for over 20 years. He has a 
tremendous amount of experience working with children with special needs, 
specifically autism. He is currently the Owner and Director of the Rochester 
Center for Autism in Rochester Minnesota (www.rcautism.com) where we 
work closely with the Mayo Clinic and other local providers. In addition to 
providing therapy for over 60 students Jonathan routinely speaks in the com-
munity and internationally. Over the last few years he has presented on vari-
ous topics in the United States, Japan, Mexico, Scotland, India and Kuwait.

RUBY SALAZAR, ACSW, BCD, Founder & Director, Pennsylvania 
Lifespan Services at Salazar Associates, PA
Ruby Salazar is a child and family psychotherapist who has worked with 
children and families for over forty years and, in 1982 founded Pennsylvania 
Lifespan Services, a family-focused transdisplinary developmental prac-
tice. She co-founded the first national medical Touchpoints , worked in the 
office of three PA governors as a child-care consultant, was appointed to 
the Pennsylvania Governor’s Council for Children and the PA Department 
of Welfare Workgroup to establish Autism Assessment Policy and clinically 
directed both the ASD Comprehensive Assessment Project and the PA De-
partment of Early Intervention Reflective Supervision Project. Proudly, she 
chaired candidate Obama’s first Autism Workgroup who drafted the bill 
which became ASD Federal Law.

SONU SANGHOEE, MS, CCC-SLP, Clinical Director, Achieve Beyond, NY
Sonu Sanghoee is a NYS licensed Speech Pathologist with extensive ex-
perience in field of speech and language. Sonu has conducted many spe-
cialized workshops in the field of speech pathology. Sonu has presented 
to various professionals, teachers, parents, and county professionals. She 
is knowledgeable and has good expertise in feeding related disorders in 
infants and toddlers.

ANGELA SANSONE, EdD, Adjunct Professor, Mercer County 
Community College, NJ
Angela Sansone is an adjunct professor at Mercer County Community Col-
lege and Grand Canyon University. She has over fifteen years of experience 
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DEVORIE STARESHEFSKY, MS, Supervisor of Special Education, 
Lakewood Public School District, NJ
Devorie Stareshefsky, is the Supervisor of Special Education in the Lake-
wood Public School District. She holds a MS degree in Education from 
Fairleigh Dickinson University. Devorie’s credentials include NJ Supervisor 
Certification, NJ Teacher of the Handicapped Certification, NJ K-8 Teacher 
Certification, and Certified Wilson Reading Instructor. She strives to target 
and support the diverse needs of teachers and students. Devorie collabo-
rates with principals and coaches to provide interventions, trainings, and 
coaching models that promote growth and achievement. She believes that 
all students can learn and be successful with persistence and persever-
ance. “We will Aim For Success, Every Child will Progress.” 

SUZI TORTORA, EdD, Board Certified Dance/Movement Therapist, 
Dancing Dialogue, NY 
Suzi Tortora received her doctorate at Teachers College, Columbia Univer-
sity, NY specializing in infancy and early childhood development, education 
and psychology. She is a New York State Licensed Creative Arts Therapist 
(LCAT) and Mental Health Counselor (LMHC) as well as a Board Certified 
Dance/movement Therapist (BC- DMT). Suzi has offices in Cold Spring—
on-the Hudson, New York and in New York City. She lectures and provides 
training programs nationally and internationally and has published many 
papers and a book, Dancing Dialogue:Using the Communicative Power of 
Movement with Young Children, about her therapeutic and nonverbal com-
munication analysis work.

CHRISTIE VIRTUE, PhD, Senior Faculty, Profectum, NY 
Christie Virtue, PhD is a clinical psychologist and a Senior Faculty member for 
Profectum. She received her PhD from Teachers College, Columbia University. 
For over 20 years she was the Director of Early Intervention and Preschool 
Services for Hudson River HealthCare in Peekskill, NY, which provided multi-
disciplinary assessments and treatment of children birth through five. Prior to 
her work with young children she was the Co-Director of the Adolescent De-
pression and Suicide Program at Montefiore Hospital/Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine. She currently has a private practice in Northern Westchester special-
izing in the assessment of children with neurodevelopmental challenges.

TENISE WALL, PhD, Mental Health Clinician, The Institute for Family 
Health, NY
Tenise Wall, PhD, works as a Mental Health Clinician in a community-based 
clinic where she assesses, provides clinical diagnoses, and treats a vari-
ety of mental health disorders and specializes in the treatment of ADHD 
and conduct disorders. She worked 11 years as a school social worker. She 
shares her knowledge and expertise on the topic of ADHD as a professional 
speaker for school personnel, parents, and community stake holders. Her 
research on ADHD has greatly contributed to the psychological community 
and experience with school children is making an impact on how school 
personnel are intervening with children with ADHD.

ARLEAN WELLS, PhD, CKCC Program Coordinator, Ackerman 
Institute for the Family, NY
Arlean Wells is a former NYC school teacher and former adjunct professor at 
Brooklyn College. She worked as a consultant for the NYC Early Childhood 
Professional Development Institute and as a Site Manager for the Jumpstart 
Program for young children. She has also served as a Project Associate for 
the NYU Metropolitan Center for Urban Education.

ALICIA WESTBROOK, PhD, Mississippi Early Childhood Inclusion 
Center Director, Institute for Disability Studies, MS
Alicia Westbrook, PhD, Director, Early Years Network: Children with 
Special Needs (EYN: SN). EYN: SN is a collaborative effort throughout 
Mississippi that provides education, outreach, and services to better chil-
dren, including those with special needs and their families. Alicia serves 
on the Pediatric Evaluation and Developmental Services team which pro-
vides diagnostic and developmental evaluations and is a LEND Faculty 
Member. LEND, Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and Re-
lated Disabilities, is a joint project with the University of Arkansas that 
provides graduate level interdisciplinary training to promote education, 
leadership, and research in neurodevelopmental and related disabilities.

JEFF WHITTAKER, MLS, President, Panelcraft, Inc., MI
Jeff Whittaker is President of Panelcraft, Inc. He received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Physical Science, from Michigan State University, and 
a Masters of Liberal Studies in Interdisciplinary Technology, from Eastern 
Michigan University. Jeff had a 23 year career teaching and developing 
STEM curriculum. Jeff is a former executive board member for the Metro 
Detroit Science Teachers Association (MDSTA), contributor and reviewer for 
the Journals Physics Teacher Education Online (JPTEO) and The Physics 
Teacher (TPT). His current work involves developing award-winning prod-
ucts and curriculum for the early learning market, in addition to managing 
the operations of Panelcraft.

SERENA WIEDER, PhD, Clinical Director, Profectum, NJ
Serena Wieder, a clinical psychologist, is the co-creator of the DIR (devel-
opmental, individual difference, relationship based) Model, that defined the 
functional emotional developmental capacities that form the foundation for 
life long relating, communicating and learning. She co-authored “Engaging 
Autism”, “The Child with Special Needs” and numerous other articles and 
books. Serena also developed DIR interdisciplinary training approaches 
and is the Clinical Director of the Profectum Foundation. She lectures all 
over the world and is on various Boards including Zero to Three.

DONNA WILLIAMS, CEO, Founder of DonnaJanel Inc, DE
Donna Williams CEO and Founder of Donna Janel, Inc & Parenting with a 
Purpose is a Franklin Covey (The 7 Habits of Happy Children) Nationally 
Designated Parent Leader for her work with children who are suffering from 
the affects of grief. As a Parent of 4 dynamic children, speaker, coach, and 
Pediatric Nurse for over 10 years working with Medically Complex children, 
Donna has proven that she is fit for the challenges in parenting. Donna’s 
passion is to share her knowledge and experience from bringing children 
and their family from grief to greatness. 

LAUREN HOUGH WILLIAMS, MSEd, Co-Director of the NYU ASD 
Nest Support Project, NYU Steinhardt, NY
Lauren Hough Williams is the co-director of the NYU ASD Nest Support 
Project. Lauren works with schools and and districts to implement that ASD 
Nest program, a public school inclusion program for students on the autism 
spectrum. She is the co-editor of The ASD Nest Support Model: A Frame-
work for Inclusive Education for Higher Functioning Children With Autism 
Spectrum Disorders and co-author of Everyday Classroom Strategies and 
Practices for Supporting Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders and has 
also published several articles on autism-related subjects in special educa-
tion and disabilities journals.

JAMIE WINTER, PhD, BCBA-D, Assistant Professor of Psychology in 
Clinical Psychiatry, Weill Cornell Medical College, NY
Jamie M. Winter, PhD, BCBA-D is Assistant Professor of Psychology in Psy-
chiatry at Weill Cornell Medicine and Assistant Attending Psychologist at 
New York Presbyterian Westchester Division specializing in Child Psychol-
ogy. She is a licensed Psychologist and a board certified and licensed Be-
havior Analyst. She treats toddlers and preschoolers with autism spectrum 
disorders at the Center for Autism and the Developing Brain in White Plains. 
Jamie provides individual therapy for children, as well as parent coaching. 

MIRIAM ZMIEWSKI-ANGELOVA, MPH, Early Learning Coach, 
Seattle Department of Education and Early Learning (DEEL)— 
Quality Practice Professional Development (QPPD) Unit, WA
Miriam Zmiewski-Angelova is Sac/Fox, Cherokee, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Af-
rican American and Ashkenazi. She served as an educator, trainer, consul-
tant, and researcher for nearly 15 years in communities in Arizona, Illinois, 
Colorado, Washington, and various tribal nations. She is honored for the 
knowledge and experiences gained in working with families and communi-
ties that continually strengthens her commitment to culturally and linguisti-
cally responsive anti-bias practices. Miriam carries this into her coach role 
in elevating the quality of instructional coaching and teacher professional 
development opportunities. Miriam enjoys spending time with family and 
especially her toddler son in nature and attending various cultural events.
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SPEAKERS 
Plan your participation and submit  
a proposal by September 30, 2017.

ATTENDEES 
SAVE THE DATE now.

EXHIBITORS 
Reserve your spot today. There are limited  
tables which sold out in October last year.

SPONSORS 
Great partnership opportunities. Sign up now  
to get a full year value of your sponsorship.

Website: 
www.youngchildexpo.com  

Phone: 
1-212-787-9700 x333

Email: 
expo@losninos.com

E NEWSLETTER
Sign up on our website so you don’t miss any conference alerts and news. 

YOUNG CHILD EXPO & CONFERENCE 2018 promises to be another 
wonderful gathering of international experts and attendees to learn about the most 
innovative and effective techniques to help young children learn and grow. Join 
over 1,000 colleagues from around the world over 3 days to exchange information 
and views of child development. Experts in typical child development as well as 
experts on Autism and Special Needs will share useful information and resources. 

PLAN AHEAD FOR THE 2018

MAY, 2018
Wyndham New Yorker Hotel, New York City

15
TH

 A
NNUAL

Presented by



Need Your Certificate of Attendance?
All certificates will be handed out at the registration desk located on the 2nd floor by 
the elevators at the end of each day. For those attending 1 day, you may pick up your 

certificate of attendance at the end of each day. For those attending 2 days, you may pick 
up your certificate of attendance at the end of your second day. For those attending 3 

days, you may pick up your certificate of attendance at the end of your third day. For those 
attending 4 days, you may pick up your certificate of attendance at the end of your fourth 
day. For those attending a pre-conference workshop, you may pick up your certificate at 

the end of the workshop. Please remember to sign all corresponding sign-in sheets.

Each day of the conference you will receive 6 contact hours. For those adding 
on pre-conference workshops, those hours will be added on. Please show your 

name badge to obtain your certificate of attendance.

I hope you enjoyed the conference and we hope to see you next year!
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VISIT US AT
BOOTH 19



EXHIBITORS BOOTH NUMBER
Achieve Beyond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Achievement Behavior Care . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
All About Kids . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Applied Behavioral Counseling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32
Anderson Center for Autism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
Attentive Behavior Care. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28
Autism Early Enrichment Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
Autism and Understanding . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26
Bank Street College of Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
Becker’s School Supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Branagh Information Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29
Challenger Sports — Tinytykes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Child Craft School Specialty. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Circle of Education — Delibrainy, LLC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
Community Playthings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Competent Kids, Caring Communities:  

Ackerman Institute for the Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23
EduKids Connect Systems . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37
Florida Institute of Technology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34
Forester’s Financial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22
Frog Street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Handwriting Without Tears . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
Heutink USA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39
HighScope Educational Research Foundation. . . . . . 1–3
Judge Rotenberg Educational Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
JumpStart Early Intervention Program . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30
Joseph M. Sanzari Children’s Hospital  

at Hackensack UMC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Los Niños Services, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
Music Together, LLC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40
National Student Loan Service Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33
Neuronet Learning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
New York Therapy Placement Services, Inc . . . . . . . . . . 9
Pacific Kid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36
Profectum Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
QBS, Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38
Ramapo for Children . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
Rebecca School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Sunshine Cottage School for Deaf Children . . . . . . . . . 21
Theracare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
United Supply Company . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

NON-PROFIT SPONSORS

PRESENTING SPONSOR

WIFI SPONSOR

COFFEE/SNACK SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSOR

TM

MEDIA SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS

Please, note that this program is subject to change, and is updated continuously up to the day the conference starts. If you have any comments or  
questions related to the program, please contact the conference team at expo@losninos.com or (212) 787-9700 ext. 333.


