
PROGRAM

WWW.YOUNGCHILDEXPO.COM

GREAT SPEAKERS. GREAT LEARNING.
HELPING YOUNG CHILDREN LEARN & GROW

7:00 REGISTRATION OPENS
8:00 EXHIBITS OPEN
8:30 KEYNOTE

October 19–21, 2016
Doubletree by Hilton

Spokane, Washington

KEYNOTE 
SPEAKERS

PRESENTED BY

&

KENT HOFFMAN
Co-Founder & Co-Director
Circle of Security International

BRENDA LEGER
Chief Strategy Officer
Highscope Educational 
Research Foundation

BOB McGRATH
(Excellence in Early Childhood 
Award Recipient)
Original Cast Member & Music 
Teacher of Sesame Street
Author, Recording Artist, & 
Concert Performer

MICHAEL GURIAN
Author
The Gurian Institute, LLC

TSNIGHT
Sticky Note
Marked set by TSNIGHT



2

October 19–21, 2016
Doubletree by Hilton 

Spokane, Washington

WWW.YOUNGCHILDEXPO.COM

Dear Colleague,

Welcome to the 2nd Annual Young Child Expo & Conference 2016 Spokane. Our 
goal is simple—to provide useful information to professionals and parents to 
help all young children learn, grow, and reach their full potential. Last year more 
than 500 attendees came from a number of states, countries, and from a variety of 
programs, disciplines, and interest areas. Attendees included teachers, professors, 
administrators, ABA providers, speech pathologists, OT, PT, MD, psychologists, 
and social workers who work in preschools, head start centers, elementary schools, 
children’s museums, universities, clinics, and other agencies. Thank you for 
contributing to this year’s gathering by your participation.  

We hope that the 2016 conference will enlighten, inspire, and assist you in your 
daily work with young children. Please give us feedback about our new conference 
app in which you can evaluate each session as well as the conference overall. Your 
feedback is very important to us and will help us plan next year’s conference. 

Thank you very much for your participation and for working to help all young 
children learn and grow well. 

Enjoy the conference,

Vincent C. Alfonso, PhD, Scott Mesh, PhD
Conference Co-Directors

www.youngchildexpo.com 

9/23/16   7:47 PM



Serving 
New York City and 
Westchester County;
Centers in Great 
Kills, Staten Island & 
Valhalla, Westchester

We are hiring! To apply online 
and learn more go to:  
www.losninos.com
or call 212-787-9700
Corporate Offices: 
535 8th Avenue 
New York, NY 10018

JOIN OUR TEAM
Los Niños Services is an award winning company providing 
multilingual evaluations and intervention services for young 
children (under 6) with developmental disabilities and 
their families. We specialize in homecare and community 
services and center-based programs in New York City, 
Great Kills, Staten Island, and Westchester. Our licensed 
and certified therapists provide services in homes, day care, 
preschool, other community settings and our own agency. 
Our mission is to be “of great service to others.” We aim to 
make a difference in the lives of young children and families, 
helping them learn and grow to reach their full potential. 
Our therapists speak many languages including Spanish, 
Russian, Ukrainian, Portuguese, French, Hebrew, Mandarin, 
Cantonese, Hindi, and we serve all communities. 

Therapeutic Services

Evaluation & Diagnostic Services

 Special Education & Speech Therapy

 Physical & Occupational Therapy

 ABA & Psychological Services

 Social Work & Case Management

Consultation & Training Services

Mental Health Consultation to Head Start 
& Day Care Programs

 Professional Development Workshops

 Young Child Expo & Conference

We support the professional and career development of our team members, helping 

them to learn and grow. Our core values are quality, teamwork, respect and continual 

self-improvement. We seek new team members who share our values. Join our team, 

learn and grow professionally, and make a difference.

VISIT US AT
BOOTH 14
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Floor Plan for Yong Child Expo & Conference 2016 

Powerpoint Presentation/Handouts

Go to: http://tinyurl.com/zht57p6

Enter the password: 2016spokane

WIFI Password for the 2016  
Young Child Expo & Conference

Network: youngchildexpo

Password: youngchildexpo
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Mix and mingle with early childhood colleagues  
from around the world! Come join us for an evening 

reception and enjoy appetizers & drinks. 
Sponsored by

 www.gonzaga.edu

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
NETWORKING RECEPTION

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2016 
SALON IV at The DoubleTree by 

Hilton
Spokane City Center

From 5:00pm – 7:00pm — Free

YOUNG CHILD EXPO & CONFERENCE 
MOBILE & TABLET APP!

You will get up to the minute information such as the latest agenda, updates from the
conference team, attendee-to-attendee messaging, speaker info, maps, exhibitor and sponsor 

details, CEU information, surveys, photos, and much more.

UPFRONT PASSWORD PROTECTED
The app is password protected. Once you have accessed the app, you will 
be prompted to establish a password. Please use the email that you used to 
register for the conference.

SECURITY-PRIVACY NOTES
Please note that your name, organization, and job title will appear on the 
attendee list in the app. No contact information will be displayed. Solely to 
enable your use of the app, your email address will be stored securely on 
our app partner’s server. Questions about information contained in the app, 
including attendee information, opting out, and the conference planner’s 
privacy policy, can be sent to the conference organizers.

To get the Young Child Expo & Conference mobile/tablet app:
• iPhone and iPad users—search “Young Child Expo & Conference”

on the Apple App Store.
• Android users—search “Young Child Expo & Conference” on the Google Play Store.
• Blackberry, Windows, laptop users—go to: https://youngchildexpo.gatherdigital.com/

Note: To access this password-protected app, enter the email address you used to register for 
the Young Child Expo & Conference. You’ll be prompted to create a password.



6WWW.YOUNGCHILDEXPO.COM

GRIEVANCE POLICY
Los Niños Training, LLC will comply with all legal and ethical responsibilities to be non-discriminatory in promotional activities, 

program content and in the treatment of program participants. The monitoring and assessment of compliance with these standards 

will be the responsibility of the Conference Co-Directors, the Conference Coordinator, and the Continuing Education Chair. All 

grievances must be submitted in writing (via e-mail or mail) to the conference office within 30 days of the end of the conference. 

Any supporting documents must be included with the submitted complaint. For all grievances, contact information (name, phone 

number, and email) must be provided in the case that the conference team may need clarification. Submit complaints in writing to 

Los Niños Training LLC, 535 8th Avenue, 2nd Floor, New York, NY or via email at expo@losninos.com. If you have any additional 

questions or concerns, contact Nancy Evangelista at (212) 787-9700 ext. 333 or at expo@losninos.com.

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS OR REQUESTS 

Individuals with disabilities in need of special accommodations should contact the Conference Coordinator, Nancy Evangelista at 

(212) 787-9700 ext. 333 to make a request. The conference coordinator will work directly with the venue, the DoubleTree by Hilton,

to provide the necessary accommodations. Requests for special accommodations must be made at least a month prior to the

conference by Monday, September 19, 2016. Once accommodations are found, the conference coordinator will confirm need for

accommodations. Once the individual confirms, the special accommodations will be secured. If the individual finds that he or she is

no longer in need of the accommodations, he or she must contact the conference coordinator by Monday, September 19, 2016.

ABOUT THE PRESENTERS

LOS NIÑOS SERVICES’ mission is “to 
be of great service to others.” Over 1000 
families a year receive services from Los 
Niños Services for their young children 
with special needs in New York City and 
Westchester County. The Early Intervention 
Program is funded and regulated by the 
New York State Department of Health 
and, in New York City, by the New York 
City Department of Mental Health, Mental 
Retardation, and Alcoholism Services, and 
in Westchester County, by the Westchester 
County Department of Health.

To learn more visit, www.losninos.com

GONZAGA UNIVERSITY is a private 
Catholic, Jesuit and humanistic university 
that educates students for lives of 
leadership and service for the common 
good. Gonzaga models and expects 
excellence in academic and professional 
pursuits, and intentionally develops the 
whole person—intellectually, spiritually, 
physically and emotionally. Gonzaga is 
routinely recognized among the West’s 
best comprehensive regional universities. 
Gonzaga University is where purpose 
unfolds. 

To learn more visit, www.gonzaga.edu  

To register go to:

www.YoungChildExpo.com

or call 212-787-9700, ext. 333

Early Bird & Group Discounts Available

REGISTER BEFORE
MARCH 18, 2017

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS

NEW YORK CITY



14TH ANNUAL MAY 2–5, 2017
Wyndham New Yorker Hotel

To register go to: 

www.YoungChildExpo.com

or call 212-787-9700, ext. 333 

Early Bird & Group Discounts Available

GREAT SPEAKERS. GREAT LEARNING.
HELPING YOUNG CHILDREN LEARN & GROW.

The Young Child Expo & Conference will provide early 
childhood professionals and parents the latest information 
about early childhood development, services, resources, 
and products to help all children reach their full potential. 
In one unique event, this conference integrates learning 
about a wide variety of important topics affecting typically 
developing children as well as those with special needs, 
including autism.

OVERVIEW

Over 100 Speakers
More than 80 Conference Sessions
Pre-Conference Workshop
40 Exhibitors & Over 1,500 Attendees expected
Autism Intervention Summit Day

TOPICS

ABA
ADHD
Autism Essentials
Behavior Management
Bullying
Developmental Discipline
Early Literacy

Emotional Intelligence  
Educational Policy
Music and Learning
Play
Social Skills Development
Speech Language Issues
 . . . and many more

REGISTER BEFORE
MARCH 18, 2017

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS

Presented by

Great training for all 
professionals working with 
all young children (typically 

developing & autism/
special needs) including 

Teachers, Special Ed 
Teachers, Psychologists, 

SW, Speech, OT, PT, 
ABA, Program Directors/
Principals/Administrators, 
Pediatricians, and Child 

Care Professionals.

NEW YORK CITY
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WEDNESDAY October 19, 2016

HELPING YOUNG CHILDREN PREPARE FOR READING AND WRITING THROUGH DEVELOPMENTAL 
SEQUENTIAL DRAWINGS

Myron Thurber, PhD, Co-Owner & Clinical Director, Neurotherapy Northwest, WA;  
Kimberly P. Weber, PhD, Professor & Chair, Special Education Department, Gonzaga University, WA

As we look into the development of young children we understand the physical stages and patterns that take place, 
beginning with infancy and beyond. Do we, however, consider what is needed in the body to allow these growth patterns to 
occur or what might occur that limits this growth? The field of neuroscience provides guidance through research in helping 
practitioners understand that “knowledge is a concrete thing” (Wasserman & Zambo, 2013 p. 37) and that developing 
strong neuropathways is foundational to future learning. This interactive workshop will provide related background, 
research, practice, and links with neuroscience in the area of drawing, writing and physical movement through the use of 
developmental sequential relational and repetitive drawings. • This course is offered up to .65 ASHA CEU’s. 

• Earn 7.0 BACB TYPE II CEUs upon completing this activity. • STARS: Child Growth & Development, Level 3-4.

8:30am–4:30pm
PRE-CONFERENCE 

FULL DAY  
WORKSHOP

SALON I

THE SCIENCE OF EARLY CHILDHOOD AND THE BRAIN ARCHITECTURE GAME 

Shanna Davis, PhD, Assistant Professor; Allison Wilson, PhD, Assistant Professor, Eastern Washington University, WA

Following an introduction to key concepts relating to risk and protective factors, participants will build their 
own brain using game materials, a roll of the die and life experience cards. The goal of the game is to  
build a brain that is tall, which represents functional brain ability, but is also as strong as possible so that 
it won’t collapse in later years under the burden of stress. Presenters will facilitate a post discussion on 
the critical period of brain development in the first five to eight years of life, and our role as professionals  
to support young children, families, and our community.

• 3.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • STARS: Child Growth & Development, Level 4.

9:00am-12:00pm
PRE-CONFERENCE 

HALF DAY 
WORKSHOP

SALON II

THE CORE VOCABULARY EXCHANGE SYSTEM™: A Low-Tech Communication System

Renee Bourke, MA, CCC-SLP, Speech-Language Pathologist; Megan Brazas, MA, CCC-SLP, Speech-Language 
Pathologist, Speech and Language Pathways, IL 

Currently, low-tech alternative and augmentative communication systems frequently do not align with typical language 
development. Existing low-tech AAC systems are generally not flexible enough to meet most communication needs, allow 
for continued growth and language development and/or allow for optimum aided language stimulation. The Core Vocabulary 
Exchange System is a low-tech exchange-based communication system which contains a combination of core vocabulary 
and fringe vocabulary words maintained in a consistent icon location, which facilitates spontaneous novel utterance 
generation at the user’s language level. Participants will be introduced to a new low-tech exchange based communication 
system (the Core Vocabulary Exchange System™ and will understand how it aligns with typical language development.  
The training will highlight case studies of its use, as well as targeting therapy in early intervention and early childhood.

• This course is offered up to .25 ASHA CEU’s. • STARS: Curriculum & Learning Environment, Level 5.

STRATEGIES AND SUPPORTS FOR ADDRESSING CHALLENGING BEHAVIORS

Reagan Henry, Early Achievers Coach; Danyll Van Lierop, Early Achiever Supervisor, Community Minded Enterprises, WA

During this training, participants will recognize and gain practical knowledge of positive behavior strategies 
to develop appropriate social behavior with children. Learn how to set realistic expectations while  
distinguishing what is age and stage appropriate, and determine the meaning behind behavior.  
Ensure that the classroom environment is as effective as possible. Understand how attitudes and  
beliefs about children’s behavior influence the way children respond to a child’s challenging behavior.

• 3.0 NASP CPD credits offered. • This INTERMEDIATE level workshop is offered for 3.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.

• STARS: Interactions, Level 3-4.

SCREEN, SCREEN, EVERYWHERE A SCREEN: The Importance of Media Mentorship

Stacey Landberg, MS, CCC-SLP, Pediatric Speech-Language Pathologist, American Speech-Language Pathology and 
Hearing Association (ASHA), CA

Infants today typically start screen-time before solids. Many caregivers associate the term “tag” with social-media photos, 
forgetting that it is also a gross-motor game they adored in toddlerhood. Since research cannot keep pace with technology, 
we don’t know the long-term effects that may be associated with early screen behaviors. Most of us working with young 
children and their families are challenged by today’s digital landscape. Come discover screen-science facts related 
specifically to infants and toddlers. Leave with a toolbox full of resources and evidence-based strategies for assessing and 
addressing the media diets of today’s youngest and most vulnerable screen users.

• This course is offered up to .25 ASHA CEU’s. • STARS: Curriculum & Learning Environment, Level 4.

9:00am-12:00pm
PRE-CONFERENCE 

HALF DAY 
WORKSHOP

SALON III

1:00-4:00pm
PRE-CONFERENCE 

HALF DAY 
WORKSHOP

SALON II

1:00-4:00pm
PRE-CONFERENCE 

HALF DAY 
WORKSHOP

SALON III
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HOW TO HELP OUR SONS AND DAUGHTERS DO THEIR BEST IN EARLY CHILDHOOD AND IN LIFE

Michael Gurian, Author, The Gurian Institute, LLC, WA
In this inspirational, practical, and humorous presentation, renowned educator and New York Times bestselling  
author Michael Gurian (Boys and Girls Learn Differently, It’s a Baby Boy!, and It’s a Baby Girl!) explores various  
ways in which the young minds of boys and girls develop distinctly and provides best practices for caregivers,  
parents, educators and concerned citizens who support the behavioral, academic, and emotional needs of  
children across the gender spectrum. Based on thirty years of research in brain science, education, and practical parenting, 
this keynote brings to life the developmental science of gender in the brain, from early childhood into adulthood. Dr. Gurian 
also focuses on learning and life difficulties that our boys and girls suffer as distinct groups. Dr. Gurian has been called “the 
people’s philosopher” for his ability to dynamically combine cutting edge science with stories from people’s everyday lives. 

• STARS: Child Growth & Development, Level 4.

8:30–9:20am
KEYNOTE

SALON V

SALON V

9:30–10:30am 
PRESENTATION

ME TOO! Effective Practices for Including Young Children with Special Needs in Preschool

Gail Joseph, PhD, Associate Professor, College of Education, University of Washington, WA

Inclusion refers to the full and active participation of children with special needs in everyday activities. 
The success of inclusion depends on everyone realizing that it involves much more than children “just 
being there.” This session is designed to provide teachers with easy-to-implement, evidence-based,  
modification and adaptation strategies for young children with special needs to help them access, participate 
and thrive in early care and education settings.                                            • STARS: Curriculum & Learning Environment, Level 4.

SALON IV

9:30–10:30am 
PRESENTATION

TRANSITION TECHNIQUES: Access the Power of Transitions to Refocus, Instruct & Engage Your Students

Monica Levy, Director, LeapSmart, NY
Transitions are powerful tools. They guide children gently through the day, provide special attention to individuals, and help 
children move from one area of the room to another smoothly. In this session, teachers will practice and share transition 
ideas to maintain a smooth learning environment, reduce the number of interruptions, keep children on task, limit wait time 
and encourage activities to flow from one to another with ease. Teachers will reflect on how they incorporate transitions in the 
classroom, how effective it is and also have the opportunity to try new transitional techniques.

• STARS: Curriculum & Learning Environment, Level 4.

SALON I

9:30–10:30am 
PRESENTATION

THEORY TO PRACTICE: Applying Andragogical Principles During Early Intervention Home Visits

Kelly Hantak, MEd, Instructor; Rebecca Panagos, PhD, Professor, Lindenwood University, MO
Collaborative partnerships and team teaching are key components applicable to social work, nursing, nutritionists and all who 
work in early learning centers, as well as special educators conducting home visits. This interactive session discusses original 
research results and andragogical factors for building and maintaining trust among all team members and stakeholders as 
well as developing effective strategies to strengthen positive relationships with young children and families during home visits. 
Conflict resolution approaches for restoring trust among professionals and families, is integral to maintaining successful teams, 
are discussed. Participants can identify their application level of andragogical factors by completing a self-evaluation tool.

1.0 NASP CPD credit offered. • This INTERMEDIATE level workshop is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.  
• STARS: Families & Community Partnerships, Level 4. • This LEVEL 2.0 activity is offered for 1.0 CDR CPEs.

SALON I

10:45–11:45am 
PRESENTATION

HOW TO RECRUIT, HIRE, TRAIN, AND RETAIN THE RIGHT PERSON FOR THE JOB

Thomasa Bond, EdD, Child Care Licensing Consultant, State of Michigan, MI
The best leaders in early childhood and any other field are individuals that utilize their power with understanding. Participants 
will gain information needed to recruit, hire, train, and retain the right person for their positions in early childhood. Recruiting 
techniques will be discussed to outline ways to attract the most qualified applicants to work with children. The importance 
of training staff to reduce mistakes and to provide quality care for the children will also be overviewed. Retaining the right 
person for the job will reduce staff turnover and provide continuity and consistency for the children.

• STARS: Professional Development & Leadership, Level 4.

SALON II

9:30–10:30am 
PRESENTATION

MAXIMIZING EDUCATION RESOURCES FOR CHRONICALLY ILL CHILDREN: The Rypien Foundation 
Hospital-Based School at Sacred Heart Children’s Hospital

Maggie Rowe, LICSW, CCLS, Clinical Social Worker & Child Life Specialist, Sacred Heart Children’s Hospital, WA
Children with chronic illnesses face severe barriers to success in the education setting, ranging from high absenteeism, 
to a lack of accessible tutoring, to social anxiety and high school avoidance. Research has shown that children with 
special healthcare needs are more likely to drop out from high school, and less likely to achieve success in the academic 
environment and in the professional workforce in adulthood. Both hospitals and schools are equally taxed by high caseloads 
and complex needs, and oftentimes the burden of coordinating academic services is placed on the parent. The Rypien 
Foundation Hospital-Based School at Sacred Heart Children’s Hospital will support families in coordinating all possible 
academic resources, and will host a full-time teacher and paraprofessional to offer direct bedside instruction.

• STARS: Families, Communities & Schools, Level 3.
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THURSDAY October 20, 2016

11:45 to 1:00 — LUNCH, VISIT EXHIBITORS

SALON V

2:00–3:00pm 
PRESENTATION

LET’S MAKE THE CONNECTIONS... Music, Learning, You and Your Kids

Bob McGrath, Original Cast Member of Sesame Street, Author, Recording Artist, and Concert Performer, NYC

Join Bob McGrath (yes the beloved music teacher on the public television’s Sesame Street) in a fun and  
interactive session, to see how you can use music to help your students increase both their musical and  
literacy skills at the same time. Bob will demonstrate from a variety of projects he has helped develop over the years, 
including “Curriculum Connections”. Get ready to clap, sing, dance and do a Samba with “Big Bird’s best buddy, Bob”!

• This course is offered up to .1 ASHA CEU. • STARS: Curriculum & Learning Environment, Level 4.

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS: Active Music Making to Help Children Learn and Grow

Bob McGrath, Original Cast Member & Music Teacher of Sesame Street, Author, Recording Artist, and Concert 
Performer, NYC

Bob McGrath shares his warmth and wisdom gained from over 45 years of experience as an original host of Sesame Street. 
Bob provides his insight from working with children on Sesame Street, performing in hundreds of concerts for young 
audiences and presenting interactive workshops and keynotes for early childhood educators throughout the country. 
Discover how active music-making for young children—infants to school age—is vital not only for stimulating imaginations, 
but also for developing important early literacy skills. Through active participation, video demonstrations and current brain 
research, you will come to appreciate Bob’s passion for integrating music in early childhood classes. Brain research has 
demonstrated that people learn and retain concepts when combined with multiple senses. By integrating music, movement 
and literacy concepts, children learn and retain information. Join Bob to learn how you can use music to reinforce literacy, 
language and math skills to help:
• promote listening, understanding and following directions • develop phonemic awareness skills
• promote alphabet knowledge • understand sequencing in the telling of a story
• develop an understanding of numbers

Appropriate practices in early childhood encourage an integrated curriculum using content from various disciplines (Bredekamp 
& Copple). By integrating music with literacy and language skills, early childhood educators address the “whole child”.

• This course is offered up to .05 ASHA CEU. • STARS: Child Growth & Development, Level 5.

SALON II

10:45–11:45am 
PRESENTATION

INTERESTED IN EXPANDING OR BUILDING A NEW CENTER? Learn How to Navigate the Entire Process 

Melissa McFadgen, MARch, Principal Architect, American Institute of Architects (AIA), WA; Barbara Sattler, MA, 
Director, Central Valley Early Learning Center, WA
Are you thinking about renovating a building to create additional classrooms for preschool programs? Perhaps building a 
brand new Early Learning Center? Join us to hear about the joys and challenges of designing, licensing, constructing, and 
outfitting preschool classrooms, and discover strategies for understanding and satisfying all stakeholders. You will learn how 
to develop a communication plan to deliver the project on time and budget, along with a proactive approach to the licensure 
process from design through opening day. • STARS: Program Planning & Development, Level 4-5.

SALON IV

10:45–11:45am 
PRESENTATION

IDENTIFYING SOCIAL EMOTIONAL OBJECTIVES AND INTERVENTIONS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD SETTINGS

Shanna Davis, PhD, Assistant Professor; Allison Wilson, PhD, Assistant Professor, Eastern Washington University, WA
This session will discuss a framework for identifying social emotional goals and objectives in a linked system including 
screening, assessment and plan development. Participants will learn how to identify practitioner and caregiver 
knowledge and behaviors that will help to develop optimal social emotional outcomes in children. A 
specific model to assist practitioners and families to identify strength and focus areas will be presented 
and a case study will be used as an example. This session is applicable to professionals with infants, 
toddlers and preschoolers.

• 1.0 NASP CPD credit offered. • This BEGINNER level workshop is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.
• STARS: Ongoing Measurement of Child Progress, Level 4.

SALON V

10:45–11:45am 
PRESENTATION

TEACHING SOCIAL COMMUNICATION IN THE HOME

Jamie Chavez, MEd, Autism Preschool Teacher; Jeni Duvall, MA, Birth through Two Teacher; 
Lisa Upton, MSEd, Autism Behavior Specialist, Pasco School District, WA
Professionals can support parents of young children with Autism or like disabilities through the use of a comprehensive 
parent training curriculum. Through participation in parent trainings, families learn to use naturalistic intervention strategies 
with embedded applied behavior analysis strategies to enhance social engagement, language, imitation, play skills, and 
routines. The program increases hours of intervention, is cost-effective, and supports generalization of skills in the home.  
As a result, the quality of life for a family is impacted by reducing parental stress and increasing leisure time.

• 1.0 NASP CPD credit offered. • This INTERMEDIATE level workshop is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours. 
• STARS: Families & Community Partnerships, Level 3.

SALON V
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SALON III

2:00–3:00pm 
PRESENTATION

DON’T PRAISE ME: The Problem with Praise and What We Should Say Instead

Jennifer Slack, Owner & Director, Our Neighborhood Child Development Center, VA

You’ve heard the buzz about praise. Join us to talk specifically about the research behind praise and its negative effects. We 
won’t leave you hanging with what not to do. Working with your colleagues you will practice a new language model that will 
better support the children in your classroom. 

• 1.0 NASP CPD credit offered. • This BASIC level workshop is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.
• STARS: Interactions, Level 2.

SALON IV

2:00–3:00pm 
PRESENTATION

TEACH ME WHAT TO DO INSTEAD! Practical Strategies to Prevent and Address Challenging Behavior 

Gail Joseph, PhD, Associate Professor, College of Education, University of Washington, WA

Learn strategies designed to support young children’s mental health by decreasing problem behaviors and 
increasing children’s social and emotional competence. Strategies presented will include developing positive 
relationships with children, families, and colleagues; teaching children to identify and respond to feelings; teaching 
children to manage anger and control impulse; and how to resolve conflict peacefully. Extensive materials will be 
provided including handouts, self-assessment checklists, resource lists, and some special door prizes.

• 1.0 NASP CPD credit offered. • This INTERMEDIATE level workshop is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.
• STARS: Interactions, Level 4.

SALON I

2:00–4:00pm 
PRESENTATION

WHAT’S UP WITH MINDFULNESS? Does It Actually Promote Well-Being, Reduce Stress, 
Improve Relationships, Etc.?

Nancy L. Worsham, PhD, Professor, Gonzaga University, WA

Recently, mindfulness has gained considerable attention in both popular culture and psychological science. In this 
presentation we will briefly review the psychological science exploring mindfulness-based interventions targeting  
children, parents, teachers, and other professionals. Additionally we will introduce two key aspects of mindfulness  
that can be easily adopted and applied in professional and personal interactions with children.

• 2.0 NASP CPD credit offered. • This BASIC level workshop is offered for 2.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.
• STARS: Professional Development & Leadership, Level 3.

SALON II

3:15–4:15pm 
PRESENTATION

RACIST TENDENCIES IN SCHOOL DISCIPLINE SYSTEMS AND HOW TO BEST RECTIFY THE PROBLEM

Jonas Cox, PhD, Associate Professor; John Traynor, PhD, Associate Professor, Gonzaga University, WA

Suspensions and other high stakes discipline consequences are nonrepresentational. Students of color and students of 
lower SES are disproportionately represented in the data. This session shares data related to this issue from both national 
and local sources and presents best practices to overcome bias in the process. Participants will be asked to develop a rubric 
and score video tape of behavior incidents to help make them aware of problems and to sharpen their skills in overcoming 
bias. Awareness and skills will be helpful as they support students in k-3 but also to advocate for these students as they 
move through the system.

• 1.0 NASP CPD credit offered. • This BASIC level workshop is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.
• STARS: Interactions, Level 2 & Professional Development & Leadership, Level 3.

SALON V

3:15–4:15pm 
PRESENTATION

TURN DISRUPTIVE MOMENTS INTO LEARNING MOMENTS 

Rita Molino, MEd, National Trainer, Center for Teacher Effectiveness, NY

Imagine a classroom where the non-compliant student learns to self-correct inappropriate behavior. A classroom where you 
could spend more time doing what you love…teaching. Eliminate the repeated warnings and requests without using trendy 
gimmicks or paying a student to behave. The techniques provided will increase the time you spend on academics while at 
the same time empowering your students to take responsibility for their actions and achieve success. Time to Teach is an 
evidence based, highly successful set of classroom management strategies that tens of thousands of teachers are using and 
have been using for over four decades.

• STARS: Curriculum & Learning Environment, Level 4.

SALON IV

3:15–4:15pm 
PRESENTATION

ACTIVATE YOUR CURRICULUM: Bring Kinesthetic Learning into Your School

Monica Levy, Director, LeapSmart, NY

Participants will experience how easy and effective it is to bring Kinesthetic learning into the classroom. Kinesthetic learning 
can improve communication in the classroom as well as instill in your students a love of learning, creativity, teamwork 
and mutual respect. This presentation covers the following topics: How to use classroom space creatively, how to group 
children in ways that emphasize teamwork and cooperation, promoting successful communication, how to create an in-class 
educational workout for any age and classroom configuration, how to effectively use simple props, music and imagination to 
create memorable activities that are educational and fun.

• STARS: Curriculum & Learning Environment, Level 4.
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THURSDAY October 20, 2016

FRIDAY October 21, 2016

8:30–9:20am
KEYNOTE

FINDING COHERENCE IN THE HUMAN CONDITION

Kent Hoffman, RelD, Co-Founder & Co-Director, Circle of Security International, WA

At the heart of understanding the nature of secure attachment is the capacity to make sense of the world in 
a coherent way. Because security in relationships is at the heart of emotional health it becomes essential 
to find simple, clear, and memorable ways to understand how relationship works. This talk will address the 
foundations of secure attachment and the central tenants of a coherent worldview. These themes become a 
valuable roadmap for all relationships, personal and professional. • STARS: Child Growth & Development, Level 4.SALON V

SALON III

3:15–4:15pm 
PRESENTATION

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT ACTION PLAN: It Takes a Village, so Build One!

Kisha Edwards-Gandsy, Co-Founder, NY City Explorers Academy, NY

This presentation will offer the participants the ability to create solid parent and community engagement  
plans for their classrooms or larger school community through the case study of a successful preschool  
community. Participants will create an achievable vision for parent and community engagement in their  
own early learning environments and create the basis for their program’s EAP (Engagement Action Plan).

• 1.0 NASP CPD credit offered. • This INTERMEDIATE level workshop is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.
• STARS: Families & Community Partnerships, Level 4.

SALON V

9:30–10:30am 
PRESENTATION

TAKING THE CHALLENGE OUT OF CHALLENGING BEHAVIORS

Tamar Andrews, EdD, Doctor of Education, Saddleback College, CA
Every challenging behavior meets a child’s need. It is often difficult to know what that need is or how to make 
accommodations to either eliminate or minimize the behaviors. Sometimes, challenging behaviors are just that, 
challenging… and the child is simply high maintenance. This presentation will provide an overview of some of the most 
common challenging behaviors as well as easy-to-implement techniques to create successful learning environments for 
young children. Examples will be provided in video and picture format in settings that have successfully implemented these 
strategies. Appropriate for providers working with 0-6 year olds.  • STARS: Curriculum & Learning Environment, Level 4.

• 1.0 NASP CPD credit offered. • This INTERMEDIATE level workshop is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.

SALON IV

9:30–10:30am 
PRESENTATION

HELPING PARENTS AND CHILDREN BUILD BETTER RELATIONSHIPS THROUGH 
ATTACHMENT-BASED PLAY

Jessica Weidel, MEd, LMHC, LCPC (IL), NCC, Certified Theraplay Therapist & Supervisor, Theraplay, WA
Theraplay is a short-term, therapist-guided play therapy that focuses on fostering positive parent-child relationships through 
healthy attachment. Theraplay is based on the natural patterns of healthy interaction between parent and child, focusing on 
four essential dimensions of attachment: structure, nurture, engagement and challenge. In this presentation, participants will 
learn about the history and basic assumptions of Theraplay. Participants will practice several Theraplay techniques as part of 
role plays used to demonstrate the four dimensions of Theraplay and will learn how these techniques can be used to address 
the characteristic behavior problems of children with attachment issues.  • STARS: Families & Community Partnerships, Level 2.

• 1.0 NASP CPD credit offered. • This INTERMEDIATE level workshop is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.

SALON I

9:30–10:30am 
PRESENTATION

MATH THROUGHOUT THE DAILY SCHEDULE

Kimberly Early, MA, Early Education Specialist Senior; Michael William Figueroa, MA, Early Education 
Specialist Senior, City of Seattle Department of Education and Early Learning, WA
Come and join us at this hands-on presentation where participants will learn why mathematics is  
important in the early childhood setting and how to incorporate it as part of the daily routine (from greeting time to 
large-group time). Participants will leave armed with several effective strategies that will help them integrate math  
throughout the day. • STARS: Curriculum & Learning Environment, Level 3.

SALON III

9:30–10:30am 
PRESENTATION

WHAT INFANCY DOES FOR THE REST OF A CHILD’S LIFE

Carol Imbrie, Founder/Instructor, Inspiring Connections, ID
From newborn to walking the first year lays down the foundation for neurological, sensory and motor processing. What can 
we learn by paying attention to a baby’s early motor development? Why does crawling, creeping, and sensory stimulation 
matter? Does how we carry, transfer, place and hold our babies matter? What is the down side of sitting up too soon? 
Container care? Screen time? What role might this be playing in the tidal wave of sensory motor issues in young children? 
Discover how early motor patterns organize the sensory motor loop between the brain and body. Learn what you can do to 
support whole body, whole brain development starting in infancy.

• STARS: Child Growth & Development, Level 4. • This LEVEL 1.0 activity is offered for 1.0 CDR CPEs.
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9:30–10:30am
PRESENTATION

READY! SET, GO! Implementing a Collaborative Week-Long Kindergarten Preparedness Camp

Beth Meyerson, MPA, Director; Darlene Thomas, MA, HIPPY Senior Program Coordinator, University of Texas of the 
Permian Basin, TX

Children entering kindergarten are expected to know how to hold a pencil, recognize the letters in their first name and basic 
colors, count from 1–10, sit for 5–10 minutes, dress themselves, share with others and much more. Research showed that 
47% of the country’s children were not prepared for kindergarten, especially in social and emotional skills. This session will 
explain how the collaboration among the school district, home visiting programs, Head Start, and the Education Foundation 
put their resources together to create a kindergarten preparedness summer camp that acquainted children and families with 
skills, procedures and routines expected in school.

• STARS: Families & Community Partnerships, Level 4.

SALON II

SALON V

10:45–11:45am 
PRESENTATION

POWER OF PLAY: A Parent-Toddler Interdisciplinary Developmental Play Group

Danai Fannin, PhD, CCC-SLP, Assistant Professor; Priyanka Ghosh Roy, PhD, RDN, Assistant Professor; 
Christina Odeh, PT, DHSc, Assistant Professor, Northern Illinois University, IL

There is evidence to support a family-centered, interdisciplinary approach to the treatment of children with special needs. 
In early intervention, this is typically done individually. In the fall of 2015 and spring of 2016, Northern Illinois University 
developed and implemented an 8-week collaborative interdisciplinary developmental play group (DPG) for toddlers (18 
months to 4 years) with developmental delays and their parents/caregivers. The pilot project was developed and led by 
faculty and students from the Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT), Speech Language Pathology (SLP), and Nutrition and 
Dietetic (RDN) programs.

• This INTERMEDIATE level workshop is offered for 1.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.

• STARS: Families & Community Partnerships, Level 5. • This LEVEL 1.0 activity is offered for 1.0 CDR CPEs.

SALON IV

10:45–11:45am 
PRESENTATION

MAKING COMMON SENSE OF COMMON CORE

Christopher Watson, MA, Professor, Loyola Marymount University, CA

This presentation will give pre-school teachers a very good understanding of the expectations, standards, and rigor 
that will be expected as their students move from pre-school and into the world of k-12 education. This presentation will 
demystify the current political and educational worlds so that it is more understandable to pre-k teachers in an effort to 
allow them to be as informed as possible. Specific time will be spent on the current trends/shifts in k-12 education and 
standards based instruction.

• STARS: Professional Development & Leadership, Level 5.

SALON III

10:45–11:45am 
PRESENTATION

SOMETHING TO SLEEP ON: Impact and Identification of Sleep-Disordered Breathing (SDB) in Childhood

Nicole Archambault Besson, EdS, MS, CCC-SLP, CLEC, ASHA Board Certified Speech-Language, Minds In Motion, CA

Many researchers contend that sleep is the foundation for optimal development and function. The prevalence of sleep 
problems in childhood is considerable. In preschoolers alone, the prevalence is reported to be 25-50%, with the height 
of sleep-disordered breathing (SDB) occurring between 2-8 years of age. Research across disciplines illuminates 
the devastating impact of SDB on childhood functions, such as: academics & learning, attention, self-regulation and 
behavior, socialization, speaking, chewing, and swallowing. Fortunately, the path for these children can be changed, 
while development and learning optimized, with proper identification, diagnosis, and treatment by members of the 
interdisciplinary team. The critical role of parents, educators, and healthcare professionals teaming together to screen  
for potential SDB is presented, and an interdisciplinary framework explored.

• 1.0 NASP CPD credit offered. • STARS: Child Growth & Development, Level 5.

11:45 to 1:00 — LUNCH, VISIT EXHIBITORS

SALON II

10:45–11:45am 
PRESENTATION

TERRIFIC TUESDAY: A Collaborative Approach to Deliver Services Across All Discipline Areas

Becca Anderson, MSEd, Special Education Coordinator; Wendy Brown, PT, Physical Therapist; Dawnelle Davis, MA, 
CCC-SLP, Speech Language Pathologist; Kelly Dean, MEd, Special Education Teacher, Kennewick School District, WA

Terrific Tuesday began in the self-contained preschool setting with a multidisciplinary approach to deliver services. Teams 
meet weekly to plan and deliver engaging integrated learning experiences. Special education teachers along with SLPs 
and OT/PTs develop theme based activities that focus on all developmental areas. These hour long interventions occur 
on a weekly basis and have quickly spread throughout our district as an ideal way to provide related services in the self-
contained special education classroom setting. This session will provide an overview of lesson plans, communication with 
families, successes, and obstacles for implementation.

• STARS: Families & Community Partnerships, Level 5.
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SALON IV

2:00–4:00pm 
PRESENTATION

DIVERSE AND SUCCESSFUL EARLY LITERACY PROGRAM WITH AMAZING SUCCESS 

Colleen Hourigan, MEd, Teacher; Deborah Luporini, MEd, Principal, Gibsons Elementary School, Canada

Come and learn about our comprehensive, successful K-3 literacy program! You will come away with a wealth of exciting, 
new ideas for promoting a love of literacy and books, mastering letter names and sounds, effective and innovative guided 
reading practices, strategies for successful differentiation of instruction, and proven student assessment practices.

• This course is offered up to .15 ASHA CEU’s. • STARS: Curriculum & Learning Environment, Level 4.

SALON I

2:00–4:00pm 
PRESENTATION

STRENGTHENING THE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN PARENTS 
AND CHILDCARE PROVIDERS: Improving Sleep Together

Teresa Stewart, MS, MPH, Sleep Consultant, Family Solutions, MA

There’s often miscommunication between childcare providers and parents in understanding and meeting infant and toddler 
sleep needs. By establishing a collaborative model of partnership, together they can fulfill the goal of adequate sleep for 
children, and also support children’s development and learning. The session will review the biological, developmental, 
emotional, and behavioral aspects of infant and toddler sleep. Strategies will be discussed that childcare providers can 
implement at the center. Participants will gain a comprehensive understanding of how nutrition and play impact sleep.

• 2.0 NASP CPD credit offered. • STARS: Families & Community Partnerships, Level 3.

SALON II

2:00–4:00pm 
PRESENTATION

THRIVING THROUGH GRIEF: Fullness of Life After Death… For Kids

Donna Williams, CEO, Founder of DonnaJanel Inc, DE

Presentation will consist of strategies for parents, guardians and teachers to use to empower children of all ages to overcome 
challenges from grief and trauma. Focusing on the importance of making the best out of what seems to be a bad situation, 
this presentation consists of practical strategies to help kids thrive while still in the grieving process. Using the strategy 
of empowering kids through developing their purpose, you will learn the effectiveness of strategically using purpose to 
overcome and champion over grief and trauma.

• 2.0 NASP CPD credit offered. • This BEGINNER level workshop is offered for 2.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.
• STARS: Interactions, Level 3.

Thank you to this year’s Speakers, Exhibitors and Attendees.

1:00–1:50pm
KEYNOTE

CHANGING THE WORLD ONE CHILD AT A TIME: Strategies for the Classroom, Home, and Community

Brenda Leger, MSEd, Chief Strategy Officer, HighScope Educational Research Foundation, MI

The Future is bright! Early childhood education is the ultimate opportunity to change the world. The  
strengths we build in the classroom are magnified in our communities. At HighScope, we believe the  
mission of early childhood educators and advocates is big, but it is clear: to change the trajectory of the  
world, one child at a time. How do we do it? We engage. We play. We encourage. The active learning model is a  
proven approach to early childhood education that brings together the practical insights of preschool teachers with the 
latest theory and research on how young children learn. Decades of practice and research have shown us that all children—
regardless of ability—are best prepared to succeed and have an impact on their world when they have opportunities to make 
and talk about their choices, and when they have direct, hands-on experiences with the objects, people, ideas, and events 
in the world around them. To make the most of these experiences, children need passionate adults who are ready to roll up 
their sleeves. They need driven educators who truly want to make a difference. And they need visionary leaders, dedicated to 
the long view: a future where all children can succeed. Join us as we explore different strategies to support children in their 
classroom, home, and community. Join us as we build a better world!

• STARS: Curriculum & Learning Environment, Level 4.

2:00–4:00pm 
PRESENTATION

EARLY CHILDHOOD ANXIETY: Signs and Management at Home and at School

Tamar Andrews, EdD, Doctor of Education, Saddleback College, CA

Jacob has an outburst in school. Upset by something a classmate says, he pushes the other boy, goes ballistic and when he 
is finally contained, he kicks the preschool director. The teachers call his mother and he is sent home. Jacob looks like a boy 
with serious anger issues. It turns out that he is off the charts for social anxiety. Jacob is terrified of being embarrassed. This 
presentation will address the childhood anxiety and how we can best help these children in school and at home. 

• 2.0 NASP CPD credit offered. • This INTERMEDIATE level workshop is offered for 2.0 ASWB continuing education clock hours.
• STARS: Curriculum & Learning Environment, Level 3.

SALON V

SALON V
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Support Early Learning in  
Six Eastern Washington Counties

We’re proud to announce the opening of the

Resources Center for

Early Learning 
Professionals

Find us on Facebook

@ Inland Northwest Learning Alliance

3307 E 55th Ave • Spokane, WA  99223
VISIT US AT
BOOTH 7



Check www.youngchildexpo.com for additional CEUs.

Disclosure statements for presenters of courses providing ASHA CEUs  
and a list of organizations providing financial and/or in-kind support at:  
http://youngchildexpo.com/nyc-conference/continuing-education-credits-nyc/

Continuing Education: This course is offered for up to 1.0 ASHA CEU’s 
(Intermediate level, Professional area).

Behavior Analyst Certification Board (BACB)
Los Niños Training, LLC (Provider #OP-14-2494) is approved  as a provider of Type II continuing education by the 
Behavior Analyst Certification.  An approved continuing education (ACE) arranges and oversees Type 2 continuing 
education events for BACB certificants. The BACB does not review or approve individual CE events. Approval as an 
ACE provider is not a blanket approval of all events provided by an individual or organization. Once approved, it is the 
ACE provider’s responsibility to ensure that they only offer Type 2 CE for events that meet the requirements outlined in 
the BACB ACE Provider handbook.

The Commission on Dietetic Registration
The Commission on Dietetic Registration (CDR) is the credentialing agency for the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics.   
The CDR defines continuing professional education (CPE) as education beyond that required for entry into the 
profession.  Prior Approved activities are individual educational activities for which activity Providers have opted to 
request continuing professional education (CPE) hour approval on behalf of CDR Credentialed Practitioners prior to 
the date of the activity.  Please note that approval status for CPE activities does not constitute endorsement by CDR 
of a provider, activities, or materials. The provider is responsible for the content and quality of any CPE activities / 
materials.  Please refer to the program for presentations offering CPE hours.

Washington State Clock Hours 
Young Child Expo & Conference Spokane 2016 — Clock Hours Information Washington State Clock Hours have 
been approved for the Young Child Expo & Conference Spokane 2016 through NorthEast Washington ESD 101.

The maximum number of clock hours available (18.50) is as follows:

October 19, 2016 9:00am–4:00pm  6.00 clock hours
October 20, 2016 8:30am–4:15pm  6.50 clock hours
October 21, 2016 8:30am–4:00pm  6.00 clock hours

A minimum of 3 clock hours is required.

NEWESD 101 charges a fee of $2.00 per hour, with a $10.00 minimum. Therefore, if 18.50 clock hours are 
claimed, $39.00 will be the fee.

Participants must have a Washington State K-12 Certificate: Teachers, Administrators, Educational Staff 
Associates, or Career Tech Educator.

Washington State STARS Hours 
STARS is a Washington State mandated training program for child care providers. STARS is a career development 
system designed to improve child care through basic and ongoing training for child care providers. Please refer to the 
conference program for presentations offering Stars Hours.

Association of Social Work Boards Approved Continuing Education (ASWB ACE)
This organization (Los Ninos Training, LLC and ACE Approval #1366) is approved as a provider for social work 
continuing education by the Association of Social Work Boards (ASWB) www.aswb.org through the Approved 
Continuing Education (ACE) Program. Los Ninos Training, LLC maintains responsibility for the program. ASWB 
Approval Period: 3/30/16–3/30/19. Social workers should contact their regulatory board  
to determine course approval for continuing education credits.

CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS

National Association of School Psychologists (NASP)
Los Niños Training, LLC (provider #1111) is approved by the National Association of School 
Psychologists to offer professional development for school psychologists. Los Niños Training, LLC 
maintains responsibility for the program. 
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MICHAEL GURIAN Author, The Gurian Institute, LLC, WA
Michael Gurian is a Marriage and Family Counselor in private practice and the New York Times bestselling 
author of twenty eight books published in twenty two languages. As a social philosopher, he has pioneered 
efforts to bring neuro-biology and brain research into homes, schools, corporations, and public policy. The 
Gurian Institute, which he co-founded, conducts research internationally, launches pilot programs, and trains 
professionals. Dr. Gurian travels extensively to provide keynotes and consulting. He has spoken for the 
United Nations on violence against women; provided information on boys’ and girls’ educational needs to 

the White House; and briefed Members of the 114th Congress on the boy crisis in America. A number of Dr. Gurian’s books have 
sparked national debate, including The Wonder Of Boys, The Wonder Of Girls, Boys And Girls Learn Differently!, and Leadership 
And The Sexes.

BOB MCGRATH Original Cast Member & Music Teacher of Sesame Street, Author, Recording Artist, 
and Concert Performer, NYC
Bob McGrath is an original cast member of Sesame Street since 1969. Music has always been a big part 
of Bob’s life. He has recorded DVD’s, CDs and sing- alongs, and has performed in thousands of children’s 
concerts, frequently with symphony orchestras, encouraging his young fans to explore the world of music. 
Bob has authored eight books including Uh-Oh Gotta Go (on potty training) and Oops, Excuse Me Please (on 
manners). He co-authored an educational music curriculum book for Alfred Publishing Co., called Music for 

Fun, as well as a Professional Development DVD, Curriculum Connections, for Educational Activities which connects 6 important 
literacy skills with 6 simple songs. Bob is a committed advocate for children, and has participated in telethons and other fundraising 
events for more than 30 years. He is the recipient of the National Music Council’s American Eagle Award, MENC’S Fame Award 
for furthering the cause of music education, chaired National UNICEF Day and hosted World Children’s Day at the United Nations. 
He has also served as host and artistic director for the International Children’s Festival at Wolf Trap for more than 15 years. Bob 
received his bachelor’s degree in music at the University of Michigan, and a master’s degree at the Manhattan School of Music. 
He has five children and eight grandchildren. Bob and his wife Ann recently celebrated their 58th wedding anniversary. You can 
visit Bob at www.bobmcgrath.com.

KENT HOFFMAN RelD, Co-Founder & Co-Director, Circle of Security International, WA
Kent Hoffman is a Clinician, Attachment Researcher, and Co-Founder of Circle of Security International. His 
life work has included building intervention approaches for at-risk/homeless families dealing with parenting 
stress. Dr. Hoffman travels extensively throughout North America, Europe and Australia teaching profession-
als. His recent TEDx talk on “Infinite Worth” describes the core priority of his life. He also has an upcoming 
book titled Raising a Secure Child by Kent Hoffman, Glen Cooper, and Bert Powell.

BRENDA LEGER MSEd, Chief Strategy Officer, HighScope Educational Research Foundation, MI
Brenda Leger, Chief Strategy Officer for HighScope Educational Research Foundation, is driven by a 
common mission with HighScope: “To change the trajectory of the world, one child at a time.” Throughout 
her career Brenda has worked tenaciously in classrooms, educational communities, and the business world 
of educational publishing and school supply. She has worked with and for such notable organizations 
such as Scholastic Education, Teaching Strategies, and Kaplan Early Learning before joining her dream 
organization of HighScope. Brenda holds several Masters of Education and specialty certifications in early 

childhood education with emphasis on growth and development, early childhood special education, administration and leadership 
development, and reading intervention from the University of Louisiana, University of Central Arkansas, Northeast Louisiana 
University and University of Arkansas at Little Rock. Brenda has experience in just about every role imaginable in early learning, 
including as a prekindergarten teacher, program administrator and national trainer. Nonetheless, she credits her role as a mom to 
two lovely grown adults and two extra-large mutts as the driving force behind her success. Brenda is most excited about the global 
focus and acceptance of early childhood education as a true and valuable profession.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 
(in order of speaking appearance)
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BECCA ANDERSON, MSEd, Special Education Coordinator, Kennewick School District, WA
Becca Anderson is a Special Education Coordinator for the Kennewick School District. She received her Bachelor’s 
Of Arts in Elementary and Early Childhood Education at Washington State University (2000). She then received her 
Masters of Education in Curriculum and Instruction with an endorsement in Special Education at the University of 
Montana (2003). Becca taught Special Education with the Kennewick School District for 10 years. She worked with 
students with behavioral disabilities. Becca obtained her administrative credentials at Washington State University 
in 2014. She then became the Special Education Coordinator for the Kennewick School District. Currently, Becca 
oversees the Birth to 5 program for students with special needs. She also supervises other programs throughout the 
district and assists with federal and state grant submissions. Becca enjoys spending time with her family. She has 4 
children and can often be found at various sporting activities. 

TAMAR ANDREWS, EdD, Doctor of Education, Saddleback College, CA
Tamar Andrews has been working with young children for over 30 years. She is an adjunct professor as well as a 
preschool director of a large (400 children) center. Her passion is understanding how the brain works so that educa-
tors can work more effectively with young children. She has been presenting conference sessions internationally 
for many years and sharing her expertise on how to effectively create environments that are most conducive to high 
quality learning for all students.

NICOLE ARCHAMBAULT BESSON, EdS, MS, CCC-SLP, CLEC, ASHA Board Certified Speech-Language, 
Minds In Motion, CA
Nicole Archambault Besson is a Speech-Language Pathologist, Orofacial Myofunctional Therapist, and Sleep Lit-
eracy Advocate. She is the Founder and Executive Director of Minds In Motion, a pediatric clinic in Santa Monica, 
California. Nicole is a student in the Mind, Brain, & Teaching program at The Johns Hopkins University. She is a 
seven time recipient of the ACE award from ASHA for her dedication to continued professional study. In addition to 
being a passionate advocate for healthy nighttime sleep breathing in childhood, Nicole is a national speaker on the 
topic of sleep-disordered breathing, about which she also writes professionals articles on.

THOMASA BOND, EdD, Child Care Licensing Consultant, State of Michigan, MI
Thomasa Bond has a Doctorate in Education with a concentration in Organizational Leadership, and minor in Early 
Childhood Education. She has over 30 years of experience in the early childhood field. Thomasa has experience as 
a child care licensing consultant, an adjunct professor teaching: Emergent Language and Literacy and Infant Tod-
dler Development, center director, and education coordinator. She also writes an early childhood blog. Thomasa 
has presented at the NAEYC National Conference, Miaeyc Conference and other local conferences. She has trained 
early childhood professionals on various topics such as, classroom arrangement and the importance of play.

RENEE BOURKE, MA, CCC-SLP, Speech-Language Pathologist, Speech and Language Pathways, IL
Renee Bourke received her Bachelor’s degree in communicative disorders from the University of Redlands. She 
earned her Master’s degree from the University of Rhode Island. After obtaining her Master’s degree, Renee com-
pleted the Assistive Technology Program at the University of Illinois Chicago. She is also a credentialed early in-
tervention provider. Renee has over 10 years experience as a speech language pathologist and has worked with 
patients from birth to 21. She has experience working with a variety of children including: receptive/expressive 
language delay, developmental delay, non/limitedly verbal, augmentative and alternative communication users, 
cerebral palsy, down syndrome, and autism spectrum disorder.

MEGAN BRAZAS, MA, CCC-SLP, Speech-Language Pathologist, Speech and Language Pathways, IL 
Megan Brazas earned her undergraduate degree in Speech-Language Pathology at The University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, and obtained her master’s degree at Northwestern University. She has extensive experience 
in working with children with complex communication needs, including Autism spectrum disorder, cerebral palsy, 
down syndrome, rare medical conditions, and complex orthopedic impairments. Megan is a Speech-Language 
Pathologist who works in the Northwest Suburbs of Chicago. Megan has worked in various educational settings 
including Early Childhood, therapeutic day school, educational life skills programs, and general education. After 
several years of working in the public schools, Megan opened a private practice Speech and Language Pathways 
where she works with children in Early Intervention as well as the pediatric population. Her specializations and areas 
of interest include complex communication needs and alternative and augmentative communication.

WENDY BROWN, PT, Physical Therapist, Kennewick School District, WA
Wendy Brown earned a BS in physical therapy from Eastern Washington University in 1991. She worked for Spokane 
Sports and Orthopedic Therapy before getting married and moving to Kennewick, Washington in 1994. She contin-
ued her work in orthopedics for another two years and then transitioned to pediatrics and specifically school based 
physical therapy in 1996 when she took a job with the Kennewick School District. She received a Master’s degree in 
Education from Heritage College in 1998. Then in 2011, Wendy started Terrific Tuesday with Kelly Dean, preschool 
special education teacher and Dawnelle Davis, SLP. Since 2011, Terrific Tuesday has expanded throughout the Ken-
newick School District and Wendy has been a frequent presenter on the program at in-service days for the district. 
In 2009, Wendy completed her National Board Certification for Teachers-Exceptional Needs Specialist Birth-to-8. 
In her free time, Wendy is busy attending the sporting events of her teenage children Tyson and Lexi. She enjoys 
kayaking, hiking, and traveling with her husband Clark.

SPEAKERS 
(Alphabetical by last name)
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JAMIE CHAVEZ, MEd, Autism Preschool Teacher, Pasco School District, WA
Jamie Chavez has taught in the Pasco School District for 14 years. She received her Bachelor’s of Special Educa-
tion K-12 through EWU, her Masters in Sped K-8 through Heritage University and her National Board Certificate in 
2009 Sped birth-21. While teaching in the district she has taught ages 2 years old through 11 years old autism pro-
grams. For the past 8 years she has been teaching an early intervention autism program. While teaching full-time 
she has also taught an evening program for the district; teaching Social Communication in the Home.

JONAS COX, PhD, Associate Professor, Gonzaga University, WA
Jonas Cox is a faculty member at Gonzaga University’s School of Education. He has long been interested in work-
ing with at risk populations. Jonas coauthored a book on teaching at-risk populations, along with several published 
papers and professional presentations on this topic. He served on an outside evaluation team for recent Federal 
School Improvement Grant (SIG) at Sunnyside High School, where graduation rates among this predominately 
Latino community with high poverty have soared from around 50% to over 80% in just a few years.

DAWNELLE DAVIS, MA, CCC-SLP, Speech Language Pathologist, Kennewick School District, WA
Dawnelle Davis is a Speech Language Pathologist who has served students from birth to age 21 within the edu-
cational system. She acquired her bachelor’s (1990) and master’s (1992) degree in Speech and Hearing Sciences 
from Washington State University. Her special interests are working with kids with Autism and Down syndrome, 
especially at the preschool level. In implementing speech language services at the preschool, Dawnelle perceived 
the need for services to be provided in a fun, interactive, and engaging environment. Eventually, Terrific Tuesday 
was born. She, along with Kelly and Wendy have presented the interdisciplinary intervention concept within district 
and the idea has extended throughout the district. Not many weekends are spent at home as Dawnelle’s personal 
life revolves around her husband and two teenage children and their sporting events.   

SHANNA DAVIS, PhD, Assistant Professor, Eastern Washington University, WA
Shanna Davis received her PhD in School Psychology from the University of Oregon. She has worked for 15 years as 
a School Psychologist, Trainer, Administrator and Instructional Coach. She teaches courses in early childhood as-
sessment, consultation, child development and supervises field-based practicum. Shanna brings expertise in creat-
ing high-quality early childhood classrooms and supervision of school psychology students to the project. She was 
the Project Coordinator for a multi-year, US Department of Education Early Reading First grant, which focused on 
creating high-quality preschool environments in low SES schools to prepare students for Kindergarten success. Her 
research interest include developing high-quality early childhood settings for social emotional and language skills.

KELLY DEAN, MEd, Special Education Teacher, Kennewick School District, WA
Kelly Dean is a “seasoned” Special Education Teacher. She received her BS in Education from Texas Tech Uni-
versity in 1982 with endorsements in P-3 Early Childhood Education, P-3 Early Childhood Special Education, K-8 
Elementary Education, and K-12 Special Education. She earned her MA in Education from Heritage College in 
1994. Between 1982 and 2016 her career in education has taken her to Texas, England, Germany, and Washington. 
During that time Kelly has had the opportunity to design and implement preschool special education programs, 
teach elementary education, middle school resource room, behavior programs, and provide birth to three ser-
vices. In 2011, Wendy Brown; PT, Dawnelle Davis; SLP, along with Kelly saw a need to design an interdisciplinary 
approach to providing services in the preschool setting. Terrific Tuesday was born!!! Since then Wendy, Dawnelle, 
and Kelly have shared the concept and it is now being used throughout the district in various programs. In her 
limited free time Kelly enjoys family time with her husband and 2 adult children, traveling, hiking, and reading.

JENI DUVALL, MA, Birth through Two Teacher, Pasco School District, WA
Jeni DuVall has taught in the Pasco School District for 20 years. She received her Bachelor’s of Elementary Educa-
tion through EWU with endorsements in Special Education K-12, Reading K-12, and Learning Resources (Library). 
Her Master’s Degree was earned in Professional Development through Heritage University. In 2010 Jeni earned an 
endorsement in Early Childhood Special Education. For the past 6 years she has been providing home based early 
Intervention services to Infants and Toddlers through the district’s Birth through Two Program. During the past two 
years the Birth through Two Program has teamed with Jamie Chavez to provide an evening program emphasizing 
social communication in the home.

KIMBERLY EARLY, MA, Early Education Specialist Senior, City of Seattle Department of Education and 
Early Learning, WA
Kimberly Early is passionate about teaching and bringing quality care to children! Much of her work relates directly 
to the theme of cultural diversity, curriculum planning, and collaborative communication. She has over 21 years of 
teaching experience and her educational credentials include CLASS certification (Preschool), a master’s degree, a 
teaching certificate, and endorsement in P-3 Early Childhood Education. Kimberly has been a HighScope Certified 
Trainer since 2014 and past experience includes working with children with special needs, diverse populations, 
and outreach for communities of color just to name a few. Before joining the City of Seattle as a coach, her work 
and volunteer experience includes working as child care center licensor and volunteering with community groups 
around issues of environmental justice, social justice, and closing the education gap. Kimberly loves spending time 
with her family, traveling, dancing, and reading!

KISHA EDWARDS-GANDSY, Co-Founder, NY City Explorers Academy, NY
Kisha Edwards-Gandsy is a full-time writer, mother, and successful entrepreneur. She is the Co-Founder of NY 
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City Explorers Group and Portland Explorers Academy, a collective of family-focused childcare companies. For 
the past 10 years, she has led her companies to marked growth which include the founding of NY City Explorers 
Academy, a private preschool located in the historic Brooklyn Friends Meeting House; Backpacks & Binoculars, 
a discovery and travel-based school-aged camp and afterschool program; and Bag-of-Tricks Babysitting, an in-
home and special event sitting agency. She is a member of The Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce, The National As-
sociation for the Education of Young Children, and The Society of Children’s Book Writers & Illustrators. Originally 
from rural Pelzer, SC, Kisha moved to New York City to study Dramatic Writing at NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts, 
and now resides in Brooklyn, NY.

DANAI FANNIN, PhD, CCC-SLP, Assistant Professor, Northern Illinois University, IL
Danai Fannin is a Speech Language Pathologist and Assistant Professor at Northern Illinois University. Her re-
search and clinical interests include language intervention for minimally verbal children, and services for those 
from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. Dr. Fannin has conducted research on: play and commu-
nicative functions of preschoolers and their mothers across race/ethnicity, gender, and socioeconomic status; 
efficacy of joint attention and symbolic play interventions for children with autism; underrepresented populations 
in autism treatment studies and; interprofessional education of student clinicians providing language intervention 
to families of children with developmental disabilities.

MICHAEL WILLIAM FIGUEROA, MA, Early Education Specialist Senior, City of Seattle Department of 
Education and Early Learning, WA
Michael William Figueroa has been working with children and teachers for quite some time. He began his formal 
education career in Seattle working with ECEAP, Preschools and K-5 programs. As a teacher, Michael was fortu-
nate to have wonderful coaches that helped him with his educational/pedagogical leadership. They assisted him 
in furthering his education to receive a Masters and teaching certificate with a P3 endorsement. Michael’s hope 
is to create a partnership with his team and assist them in reaching their goals for themselves and their students.

PRIYANKA GHOSH ROY, PhD, RDN, Assistant Professor, Northern Illinois University, IL
Priyanka Ghosh Roy is an Assistant Professor in the Nutrition, Dietetics and Wellness program, Northern Illinois 
University. Her research interests center on dietary behaviors and nutrition education of the pediatric population, 
particularly addressing social and environmental aspects. She has conducted studies exploring infant and child 
feeding practices in developing countries. Priyanka is currently developing nutrition intervention programs for chil-
dren with physical disability in collaboration with the Schwab Rehabilitation Hospital in Chicago, IL. Additionally, 
she is conducting studies exploring environmental factors associated with children’s diet quality in a low income 
population.

KELLY HANTAK, MEd, Instructor, Lindenwood University, MO
Kelly Hantak is an instructor at Lindenwood University. For over twenty years, she has been involved in the fields 
of Early Childhood Education/Early Childhood Special Education as a teacher and supervisor. She is a special in-
structor with the Missouri First Steps program for a few children and their families. Kelly has a BS in Communication 
Disorders and a MEd in Elementary Education with an emphasis in Early Childhood Education. She also holds dual 
certification in the areas of Early Childhood Education and Early Childhood Special Education. Kelly is finishing 
an EdD in Instructional Leadership with an emphasis in Andragogy, at Lindenwood University. She is a governing 
board member of the National Association for the Education of Young Children.

REAGAN HENRY, Early Achievers Coach, Community Minded Enterprises, WA
Reagan Henry is serving as an Early Achievers Coach for Childcare Aware of Eastern Washington/Community-
Minded Enterprises. She is a Washington State STARS approved trainer who has 11 years. experience in Early 
Childhood Experience. She has worked in ECEAP classrooms, Deer Park Elementary School in the Resource 
Room assisting with special education students, IEP meetings, and development plans for K-2nd grade. Currently 
she is an Early Achiever’s Coach reliable in both toddler and preschool CLASS and the Environmental Rating Scale 
for FCC and infant/toddler environments. She has a BLS from Whitworth University in Social Services with a minor 
in Early Childhood Education.

COLLEEN HOURIGAN, MEd, Teacher, Gibsons Elementary School, Canada
Colleen Hourigan has been an educator for 33 years. She has a Bachelor of Education and Masters in Reading 
Education. She is also a trained Reading Recovery Teacher. Colleen has taught early primary and intermediate and 
has also been a Teacher Librarian, as well as a Literacy Support Teacher.

CAROL IMBRIE, Founder/Instructor, Inspiring Connections, ID
Carol received her degree from Wheelock College in 1976. After graduating, Carol relocated to Seattle, WA, and 
became the co-director of Neo Art School, teaching classes for preschoolers to adults. In 1992, Carol moved to 
St. Maries, ID with her husband. In 2005, Carol was hired as lead teacher at North Idaho College Head Start where 
she taught for 11 years. In 2012, Carol earned her Certification as an instructor from Christine Roberts with Nurtur-
ing Pathways. Nurturing Pathways is a research-based creative dance program for 0-5 year olds, which promotes 
neurological development through attachment, sensory, and motor experiences. In 2016, Carol retired from Head 
Start and created her own business: Inspiring Connections, based on the Nurturing Pathways program, where her 
greatest passion is in working with infants and their caregivers. She presented at Wheelock College at the Alumni 
Symposium March 2016, on “Why Tummy Time Matters for neurological development.”
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GAIL JOSEPH, PhD, Associate Professor, College of Education, University of Washington, WA
Gail Joseph is an Associate Professor in the area of Educational Psychology and Early Childhood and Family Studies 
at the University of Washington. She teaches courses, advises students, provides service and conducts research on 
topics related to early care and education. Gail has been involved in a number of research projects and training and 
technical assistance activities at the local, state and national levels related to child care quality, inclusion, teacher 
preparation, and promoting children’s social emotional development as well as preventing challenging behavior in 
early learning settings. She is the founding director of the EarlyEdU Alliance and principal investigator and director of 
the Childcare Quality and Early Learning Center for Research and Professional Development.

STACEY LANDBERG, MS, CCC-SLP, Pediatric Speech-Language Pathologist, American Speech-
Language Pathology and Hearing Association (ASHA), CA
Stacey Landberg, MS, CCC-SLP, is a Speech-Language Pathologist, consultant, and media mentor with 12 years 
of professional experience working with children, parents, app developers, researchers, childcare centers, non-
profits, hospitals, doctors, authors, screenwriters, colleagues, and producers. Stacey has provided speech ther-
apy to 1000+ children in LA, Chicago, and Florida. Her specialties include early intervention, ASD, developmental 
delays, SLI, high-risk populations, supervising, parent training, program development, and media mentorship. In 
2012, Stacey began an ongoing analysis of the research surrounding young children’s abilities to learn from 2D 
media. She currently educates parents and colleagues on this topic and consults with expert researchers.

MONICA LEVY, Director, LeapSmart, NY
Monica Levy, a graduate of SUNY Purchase in 1979 is a certified trainer through NYSAEYC and the founder of 
LeapSmart—an organization dedicated to bringing kinesthetic educational programs to children. LeapSmart’s 
in-school programs provide classes for hundreds of children each week. Each program is designed to educate 
the whole child—focusing on children’s physical, cognitive, social and psychological growth. She is also certi-
fied in CLASS and has observed and coached educators in Head Start, Early Learn and private preschools. Ms. 
Levy’s professional development workshops and keynote speeches have inspired thousands of educators in New 
York, Boston and New Jersey. In addition, she has created exclusive educational products especially designed for 
educators to use in their classrooms. LeapSmart also has an online training program launched in 2014. Prior to 
founding Leapsmart, Ms. Levy was an early childhood specialist for over 20 years in New York at the 92nd Street Y 
and the Lincoln Center Institute. She has led literacy/movement based programs in New York and Massachusetts 
and has also received numerous awards including a Fulbright.

DEBORAH LUPORINI, MEd, Principal, Gibsons Elementary School, Canada
Deborah is a 30 year educator. She is a primary trained teacher and has taught at both elementary and secondary 
schools. Deborah has been a school principal at both elementary and secondary, and has spent over five years 
working at the school district level, including superintendent. She returned to the elementary level as principal 5 
years ago and is passionate about reading success at her school. 

MELISSA MCFADGEN, MARch, Principal Architect, American Institute of Architects (AIA), WA
Melissa McFadgen, AIA, LEED AP is a Principal with NAC Architecture and has dedicated her 16-year career to 
designing educational facilities. She has been involved in over 25 Pre-K through 12 school designs throughout 
Washington State, including several early childhood facilities such as the new Central Valley Early Learning Center. 
With more than a dozen of her projects having received design awards, Melissa was recently honored as one of 
the Inland Northwest’s “20 Under 40.”

BETH MEYERSON, MPA, Director, University of Texas of the Permian Basin, TX
Beth Meyerson has a long career in health and human services primarily in California and for the last 5 years in 
Odessa, Texas. She served as the director of public/mental health and social services in several California coun-
ties and the City of Berkeley. Upon reconnecting with her childhood sweetheart, Ms. Meyerson moved to join him 
in Odessa, Texas, and quickly located kindred spirits at the University. Under the College of Education, she directs 
First 5 Permian Basin which provides evidence-based home visiting programs supporting parents as their child’s 
first teacher and leadership in the area of early childhood systems improvement.

RITA MOLINO, MEd, National Trainer, Center for Teacher Effectiveness, NY
Rita Molino is an educator, advocate, and parent. She is currently in the dissertation stage of earning an EdD in 
Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment. Rita is a certified teacher for students with disabilities for grades 7-12 
and a certified school counselor for grades K-8. She has over 25 years of experience in education from early child-
hood to high school. As a parent to a child with different abilities, Rita lives the life of special needs every day and 
incorporates what she has learned as a parent.

CHRISTINA ODEH, PT, DHSc, Assistant Professor, Northern Illinois University, IL
Christina Odeh is an Assistant Professor in the School of Allied Health and Communicative Disorders. She is a board 
certified pediatric physical therapist with 23 years of experience working with infants, children and parents in a vari-
ety of settings and locations. Current research interests include: Impact of an Interdisciplinary Developmental Play 
Group, Relationship of Body Mass Index, Global Developmental Skills and Physical Activity of Preschoolers; Parent 
and Teacher Perspectives of Barriers to Movement in Preschoolers with Special Needs; Measurement of Balance, 
Coordination and Physical Activity Levels of Individuals with Special Needs; and LSVT BIG Exercise Protocol.
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REBECCA PANAGOS, PhD, Professor, Lindenwood University, MO
Rebecca Panagos began her career teaching children with autism and all abilities, leading multidisciplinary school 
teams that involved interagency collaboration to prepare students for secondary transitions. Serving as chair of 
her district’s professional development committee, Rebecca discovered an interest in teacher preparation, com-
pleting her PhD in Special Education from the University of Missouri. Line of research and presentations include 
professional development school partnerships for teacher preparation, design of a theory to application model 
for teaching undergraduate methods classes in the public school setting, the establishment of clinical teaching 
partnerships for personnel preparation in early interventions and creating online communities through collabora-
tive learning projects.

MAGGIE ROWE, LICSW, CCLS, Clinical Social Worker & Child Life Specialist, Sacred Heart Children’s 
Hospital, WA
Maggie Rowe, LICSW, CCLS, is a Clinical Social Worker and Child Life Specialist with over 12 years of pediatric 
healthcare experience in Spokane, WA. She is the new hospital-school liaison and coordinator of the Rypien Foun-
dation Hospital-Based School at Sacred Heart Children’s Hospital, which opened in September of 2016. Ms. Rowe 
has worked extensively with children with chronic illness, and specializes in the psychosocial needs of children 
with cancer and their families. She has previously been connected with Eastern Washington University’s Children’s 
Studies Program in the school of Social Work, teaching courses in Child Life, play, children’s grief, and children’s 
healthcare needs.

BARBARA SATTLER, MA, Director, Central Valley Early Learning Center, WA
Barbara Sattler spent the last 25 years working with children and families throughout Eastern WA. During this time 
she has had the opportunity to manage and operate licensed child care and school age centers, a teen parent 
program for public school districts, working in government, for-profit and not-for-profit agencies and an Adoption 
Supervisor for Washington Children’s Administration. For the last 8 years she has had the opportunity to be the 
Director of Early Childhood Programs for the Central Valley School District (CVSD) in Spokane. In addition to be-
coming a contractor for ECEAP in 2014 for 300 slots, she, along with CVSD have recently designed and finished a 
32,000 square foot early learning center within a former grocery store.

JENNIFER SLACK, Owner & Director, Our Neighborhood Child Development Center, VA
Jennifer is the Owner and Director of an infant toddler program that has a very specific language model. She has 
kept up to date on current research and literature to form a practical language model that helps teachers to remove 
judgment words from their everyday language. As the director, she closely supports teachers in the classroom as 
they use this model. Jennifer is also the president of the Central Virginia AEYC and has shared this work with SECA, 
VAECE, and with individual programs.

TERESA STEWART, MS, MPH, Sleep Consultant, Family Solutions, MA
Teresa Stewart holds a MS in Child Development and a MPH in Maternal and Child Health. She is trained as infant/
child sleep consultant and a childbirth educator, and is certified as a CPR instructor. She is currently completing 
a post-graduate certificate program in prenatal and perinatal psychology and holds a post-graduate certificate in 
postpartum depression support. In addition to her solo practice, Teresa Stewart: Family Solutions, Teresa is also 
the Director of Continuing Education for the Association of Professional Sleep Consultants and the Director of 
Parenting Education for the International Maternity and Parenting Institute. Additionally she sits on the board of 
MassAEYC and Amma Parenting Center.

DARLENE THOMAS, MA, HIPPY Senior Program Coordinator, University of Texas of the Permian Basin, TX
Darlene Thomas is Coordinator of the HIPPY (Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters) program 
at the University of Texas of the Permian Basin in Odessa, Texas. HIPPY is an early childhood school readiness 
program with a primary focus of empowering parents to become their child’s first teacher. Darlene is also a retired 
junior high school Social Studies teacher of 28 years. Darlene received a Bachelors of Science Degree in Second-
ary Education from Lubbock Christian College in 1973 and a Masters of Arts in Teaching from Grand Canyon Uni-
versity in Phoenix, Arizona in 2011. Darlene enjoys reading, teaching, meditating, and writing poetry for and about 
her 5 children and 17 grandchildren.

MYRON R. THURBER, PhD, Co-Owner & Clinical Director, Neurotherapy Northwest, WA
Myron Thurber, PhD, is the Co-Owner and Clinical Director of Neurotherapy Northwest in Spokane Valley Wash-
ington. Myron is an instructor for the HearthMath Interventions program as well as a qualified instructor for the 
Institute of HeartMath’s Resilient Educator program. Myron received his PhD in counseling with an emphasis in 
rehabilitation and is a licensed mental health counselor and physical therapist. Myron is the co-author on all of the 
neurodevelopmental drawing series programs. This series was developed for individuals with neuro and develop-
mental delays as well as visual spatial and psychophysiological coordination issues.

JOHN TRAYNOR, PhD, Associate Professor, Gonzaga University, WA
John Traynor has a PhD in Social Thought and Culture Studies in Education (from Washington State University) 
and is an Associate Professor in the Department of Teacher Education at Gonzaga University. John has been a 
faculty member at Gonzaga for 12 years. He also serves as the director of the Secondary MIT program. His teach-
ing area expertise is in the Foundations of Education, Middle School Teaching and Learning, Service Learning in 
Education, School and Community Partnerships. Additionally, John serves as the liaison for K-12 outreach efforts 
and is involved in several university, school and community partnership collaborative initiatives.
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LISA UPTON, MSEd, Autism Behavior Specialist, Pasco School District, WA
Lisa Upton has worked as the Autism Behavior Specialist for the Pasco School District since August, 2012. She has 
9 plus years of experience working with educators, parents and students in developing systems of support, options 
and strategies for students with autism and related disorders from various cultural backgrounds. As part of her job, 
Lisa assists school staff in developing and implementing behavior management plans while providing professional 
development, training and coaching to staff and families of students with autism and related disorders. She received 
her BA in Psychology from Central Washington University, her MEd in Counseling from Heritage University, and a 
Certification for Continuing Education classes in Applied Behavior Analysis through Florida Institute of Technology. 
Currently, Lisa is a part of the preschool assessment team and serves children transitioning from Birth to Three ser-
vices through age 21.

DANYLL VAN LIEROP, Early Achiever Supervisor, Community-Minded Enterprises, WA
Danyll Van Lierop is the Early Achiever’s Coach Supervisor for Childcare Aware of Eastern Washington/Community-
Minded Enterprises. She has been a Washington State STARS trainer since 1998. Danyll has 27 years. experience 
in Early Childhood Education, eleven years as a School Director of a NAEYC accredited school and nine years as 
a family child care provider. Danyll has course work in child behavior management and has received training at the 
University of Washington’s Haring Center Research and Lab school for the inclusion of children with developmental 
disabilities. Danyll has a BLS from Whitworth University in Social Services with a minor in Early Childhood Education.

CHRISTOPHER WATSON, MA, Professor, Loyola Marymount University, CA
Christopher Watson is a Professor of Education at Loyola Marymount University, a school principal, and expert on 
curriculum and instruction. He holds an MA in Education and an MA in Educational Administration. As a professor, 
principal, professional educational trainer, and a father of 7 year old twins, he brings a remarkable amount of experi-
ence and research based ideas to every talk.

KIMBERLY P. WEBER, PhD, Professor & Chair, Special Education Department, Gonzaga University, WA
Kimberly Weber is a Professor at Gonzaga University, Spokane, WA. Kimberly has taught at Gonzaga since 1998 and 
has co-authored numerous articles and chapters regarding improving academic performance of students with a vari-
ety of disabilities in the areas or reading, spelling, handwriting, mathematics, life skills, as well as managing behavior, 
and functional assessments. Kimberly has served as the President of the Northwestern Association of Behavioral 
Analysis. Kimberly currently serves as a member of the Spokane Falls Community College Special Educators Para-
professional Advisory Board as well as a board member and Secretary for Stop America’s Violent Youth (SAVY).

JESSICA WEIDEL, MEd, LMHC, LCPC (IL), NCC, Certified Theraplay Therapist & Supervisor, Theraplay, WA
Jessica Weidel earned a BS in Psychology from John Carroll University and a MEd in Community Counseling from 
Loyola University Chicago. Jessica is a NCC, a LMHC in WA, a LCPC in the state of IL, and a certified Theraplay Thera-
pist and Supervisor. She is trained in Dyadic Developmental Psychotherapy, Trust-Based Relational Intervention, 
Beyond Consequences, and ARC: Attachment, Regulation & Competency. Jessica worked as a therapist with The 
Theraplay Institute and as an Adoption Preservation Therapist at Metropolitan Family Services in Chicago. She also 
served as an infant mental health consultant for Healthy Families, an early intervention program. Jessica has particu-
lar interest in trauma and attachment, and enjoys working with adoptive and foster families. Jessica has been teach-
ing Theraplay to parents and professionals as well as providing Theraplay supervision to professionals since 2013. 
She recently moved to Washington state, where she plans to begin working directly with clients in the near future.

DONNA WILLIAMS, CEO, Founder of DonnaJanel Inc, DE
Donna, Founder and CEO of Donna Janel and Parenting with Purpose, is a Franklin Covey (The 7 Habits of Happy 
Children) nationally designated Parent Leader. As a speaker, nurse and a single mother of 4, Donna has documented 
results in assisting children with overcoming grief. Donna lovingly stepped in as mom to her two nieces who became 
parentless when both their parents passed away within two years. Using her experience empowering her two nieces 
to overcome the trauma and grief of losing their father and mother, Donna is shifting the lives of children affected by 
trauma and grief but also their families.

ALLISON WILSON, PhD, Assistant Professor, Eastern Washington University, WA
Allison Wilson is an Assistant Professor at Eastern Washington University. She received her PhD in Special Education 
and Early Intervention from the University of Oregon. For the last 13 years Dr. Wilson has worked as a lead classroom 
teacher, coach, program evaluator, researcher, and supervisor for programs serving young children and families 
considered at risk or identified with a disability or delay. Her professional research interests focus on personnel 
preparation for early childhood teachers, service delivery for young children and families at risk, and curriculum for 
inclusive preschool classrooms.

NANCY L. WORSHAM, PhD, Professor of Psychology, Gonzaga University, WA
Nancy L. Worsham is a Professor and Licensed Psychologist. Nancy has taught at Gonzaga since 1992. She first 
studied meditation in the 1970s and returned to her practice in mindfulness meditation in the 1980s. Nancy has taught 
an undergraduate psychology course in Mindfulness and Psychotherapy since 2010 in which she and her students 
explore and critically analyze the empirical literature in mindfulness targeting diverse areas, including parenting, 
psychiatric disorders, self-care among mental health professionals, and so forth. 
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